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Series Editors’ Preface

New Approaches in History and Theology to Same-Sex Love and Desire is
a genuinely groundbreaking collection, where international and interdisciplinary new scholarship explores the relationship between religion
and same-sex desire. The collection re-evaluates the history of same-sex
relationships in the churches, as they have been understood in different
periods of history and in various contexts. Recent marriage equality legislation in many countries has meant that churches of all types have found
themselves forced to address questions on same-sex marriage and queer
lives, for which they are often ill-prepared. The collection reveals the
hidden queer histories of the Church and its theologies, and the many
counter-currents through history that question the dominant, negative
understanding of same-sex relationships in the contemporary churches.
The authors tell unexpected stories. Some in the churches have been at
the vanguard of legislative and social change affecting queer lives. Some
churches have offered safe queer spaces. The essays offer new interpretations and original research into the history of sexuality that inform the
contemporary debate in the churches as well as in the academy. The collection provides new perspectives and approaches that enrich the historiography of sexuality and of religion. In common with all volumes in the
‘Genders and Sexualities in History’ series, New Approaches in History
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and Theology to Same-Sex Love and Desire presents a multifaceted and
meticulously researched scholarly collection, and is a sophisticated contribution to our understanding of the past.
John Arnold
Joanna Bourke
Sean Brady
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