African Histories and Modernities

Series Editors
Toyin Falola
University of Texas
Austin, Texas, USA
Matthew M. Heaton
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, USA

This book series serves as a scholarly forum on African contributions to and
negotiations of diverse modernities over time and space, with a particular
emphasis on historical developments. Speciﬁcally, it aims to refute the hegemonic conception of a singular modernity, Western in origin, spreading out to
encompass the globe over the last several decades. Indeed, rather than
reinforcing conceptual boundaries or parameters, the series instead looks to
receive and respond to changing perspectives on an important but inherently
nebulous idea, deliberately creating a space in which multiple modernities can
interact, overlap, and conﬂict. While privileging works that emphasize historical
change over time, the series will also feature scholarship that blurs the lines
between the historical and the contemporary, recognizing the ways in
which our changing understandings of modernity in the present
have the capacity to affect the way we think about African and global histories.
Editorial Board
Aderonke Adesanya, Art History, James Madison University
Kwabena Akurang-Parry, History, Shippensburg University
Samuel O. Oloruntoba, History, University of North Carolina, Wilmington
Tyler Fleming, History, University of Louisville
Barbara Harlow, English and Comparative Literature, University of Texas at
Austin
Emmanuel Mbah, History, College of Staten Island
Akin Ogundiran, Africana Studies, University of North Carolina, Charlotte

More information about this series at
http://www.springer.com/series/14758

Hashi Kenneth Taﬁra

Xenophobia
in South Africa
A History

Hashi Kenneth Taﬁra
Johannesburg, South Africa

African Histories and Modernities
ISBN 978-3-319-67713-2
ISBN 978-3-319-67714-9 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-67714-9
Library of Congress Control Number: 2017955081
© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2018
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher,
whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, speciﬁcally the rights of translation,
reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microﬁlms or in any
other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation,
computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a speciﬁc statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in
this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher
nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material
contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher
remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional
afﬁliations.
Cover illustration: Détail de la Tour Eiffel © nemesis2207/Fotolia.co.uk
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature
The registered company is Springer International Publishing AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

This book is dedicated to my late mother Jennifer Ndlovu-Gatsheni.

PREFACE

How were the black subject and black subjectivities produced? How did a
colonised self-hating being emerge? A being that is not only self-hating, but
hates another that looks like them. These foundational questions need
profound answers. The overarching concern of this book is a phenomenon
termed xenophobia which I prefer to describe as intra-black-racism/blackon-black-racism which has haunted postapartheid black communities. The
so-called xenophobia is not a postapartheid aberration. It has its roots deep in
the colonial contact. But what does colonial contact entail? To have a deep
comprehension of this latter question one needs to take a historical tour.
Colonial contact is a process brought about by, and an integral part of,
colonial modernity from at least the ﬁfteenth century. When one unpacks
the contents of colonial contact then a lifetime story of depredation, dismemberment, dehumanisation and self-abnegation unravels. Now these are the
techniques underpinning colonial contact.

VIOLENCE AND BRUTALITY
Colonialism is not possible without employment and deployment of violence,
terror and brutality. African people and all non-Western people are welcoming and hospitable people. European strangers unfaithfully misconstrued the
hospitality they received as naivety and weakness and sought to eject indigenous people from their lands. That could only happen through the sword,
the barrel of the gun and trickery. At the core of this project is rabid racism
which sees other people as both sub-human and non-human and only ﬁt for
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perpetual enslavement and coerced labour. Once the appellation non-human
has been ﬁxed, brutalities like genocides, epistemicides, dispossession, rape
and murder and, consequently, colonialism are applied. The violence introduced by colonial conquerors seeps into the being and the psyche of the
colonised. That explains the banal black-on-black violence common in black
communities. The 2008 anti-immigrant violence is according to Mngxitama
not fear and hatred of “foreigners” but fear and hatred of black people which
he calls Negrophobia/Afrophobia.1 This violence is a perpetuation of colonial and apartheid violence against black people which they have systematically internalised.2 Mngxitama adds that the security and privilege of
South African whites and the new black elite is fed by the everyday structural
violence of poor blacks – who are trapped in that reality. In fact, whites are
never considered foreigners but tourists, investors and employment creators.
Ironically, South African whites who constitute 10 per cent of the population
own more than 80 per cent of the country’s wealth. The Johannesburg
township of Alexandra which was the theatre of 2008 anti-immigrant violence is only a few kilometres from Sandton, the richest suburb in Africa and
the epicentre of South African capital.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL/MENTAL ENTRAPMENT
Given the fact that attempts at dispossession and colonial conquest are met
with ﬁerce resistance, techniques aimed at subduing candidates for colonisation are necessary. These comprise the use of religion, book and
inferiorisation. The colonial subject is made to feel and believe in their
own inferiority; that they are inadequate and that they are not even fully
human. This inferiority is interiorised and stays in the psyche of the
colonised for generations. Mental colonisation often produces multiple
ripple effects. These include colourism, black-on-black violence and other
malaise plaguing black communities. Indeed a black subject sees another
black as a mortal foe, a rival and a competitor who at certain circumstances
must be verbally and physically assailed, expelled and eliminated. Here
Mngxitama’s analysis is revealing: colonialism was crucial in creating a
black subject preoccupied with labour, jobs and seeking employment at
the white man’s employ and content with scrambling for crumbs from the
white man’s table.3
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DIVISION, DISUNITY AND COLONISATION
One of colonialism’s successful techniques has been divide and rule, often
based on artiﬁcially imposed differences. The ethnic factor, for example,
which has come to haunt postcolonial societies, is itself a refraction of
colonial creation. In any case it is necessary for colonialism to pit one
group of people against another and, in turn, to place the blame on them.
This intra-black tension, quarrels and violence is regarded as normal to and
constituent of the African nature.
Pioneers of the liberation struggle saw the perils of division and sought to
unite the people under the banner of African nationalism. A xenophobe,
who also happens to be a thoroughbred tribalist, behaves and acts contrary
to the humane precepts which African humanism professes. Azanian
Pan-Africanist Mangaliso Robert Sobukwe called for creation of the United
States of Africa which symbolises African unity, erases racialism, tribalism,
imperialism and colonialism.4 The success of a liberated African nation
hinges on loyalty to one African nation, from Cape to Cairo, Madagascar
to Morocco, where ethnic and national groups are subsumed.5 Africanists,
according to Sobukwe, do not subscribe to the idea of South African
exceptionalism because South Africa is part of the indivisible whole of
Africa. Arguing against multiracialism, Sobukwe insisted that it fostered
and maintained group exclusiveness.6 As a negation to democracy, multiracialism “implies that there are such basic insuperable differences between
various national groups here that the best course is to keep them permanently distinctive in a kind of democratic apartheid. That to us is racialism
multiplied, which probably is what the term connotes.”7
Despite these noble efforts the spectre of ethnicism and differences
haunted the liberation movement. In South Africa, the African National
Congress of 1912, the Unity Movement, the Congress Youth led by Anton
Lembede, the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania and the Black Consciousness Movement sought to foster a Black Solidarity as an antidote to colonial
artiﬁcial differences. The idea, of course, was to infuse nationalism to
override tribal traditions and inculcate pride in the black subject and instil
humanity in them which colonialism usurped. The effects of colonial devastations are enduring. Colonial rulers’ ideas once etched in the psyche of
the colonised are difﬁcult to efface.
The unfortunate tale of intra-black racism haunting postapartheid black
communities prods us to revisit the question of colonialism and, of course,
the need for decolonisation. Xenophobia is a colonial construct and a
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derivative of white supremacy. It can only be effectively dealt with by
deconstructing structures and machinations underpinning continued
colonialism which manifests in another guise and disguise.
Johannesburg, South Africa

Hashi Kenneth Taﬁra
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