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“Everyone is in favour of achieving gender equality, but few are aware of how to
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Preface

Gender budgeting (GB) is now part of the mainstream, advocated by the
OECD and the IMF and on the agenda at the 2017 meeting of the G7
group of the world’s richest countries. But what exactly is GB, and can it
advance the cause of gender equality when faced with the austerity policies that are prevalent in much of Europe? This book engages with these
questions on both the theoretical and practical levels, providing original
conceptual analysis and diverse empirical case studies. GB aims to ensure
that government budgets support the achievement of gender equality,
and this book shows that GB has been adopted to some extent in countries in all parts of Europe, by national, regional, or city governments.
However, there is a wide variety in the tools and procedures used; the
extent to which the revenue side of the budget is covered as well as the
expenditure side; and the types of gender inequality that are addressed.
This book provides a critical reflection on these diverse experiences.
The book breaks new ground in setting GB in the context of the politics of budgets: What creates the political conditions for introduction of
GB? What shapes the form that GB takes and what are its aims? What
institutional resistances are encountered? To what extent does GB transform budget procedures and provoke rethinking about how revenue is
raised and spent? Is it really a feminist policy change or merely the co-
option of GB tools in the service of reforms of public finance that have
much more limited goals?
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Preface

The book also engages with an economic context, identifying the austerity policies that have been adopted since 2010 in many parts of Europe
as the biggest challenge facing GB: these policies have resulted in cuts to
many of the public services that are so important for gender equality. Is
GB as it is currently practised equipped to deal with this challenge? The
book argues that GB needs to move beyond a focus on specific public
expenditure programmes or tax instruments and engage with macroeconomic policies to be able to better contribute to alternative and emancipatory ways to reshape the economies of Europe. This means challenging
the idea that macroeconomic policy is a gender-neutral, technical process; and challenging EU economic governance rules, as well as the policies of national governments.
This book does not lose sight of the ultimate goal of using public
finance to not only reduce gender gaps but also improve the well-being of
women; nor does it dismiss steps forward as failures because the ultimate
goal has not been achieved. Instead, it advocates strategies for securing
improvements. It situates government budgets as sites of political struggle
in which GB may be a useful strategy for achieving feminist policy
change, but is clear-sighted about the obstacles to this. The book should
be read by both those who are enthusiastic about the potential of GB for
progressing gender equality and those who are sceptical. Both will find
thought-provoking arguments and a rich store of empirical examples.
Colchester, UK

Diane Elson
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