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This book is dedicated to the brave and beautiful people
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PREFACE

I am writing the last parts of this book when I am in a small Turkish town
by the Aegean. I see beautiful nature, on the one hand. Trees are full of
fruits. Sea is crystal clear. Northern wind is bringing some coolness from
the green mountains. Some Greek islands with little white houses, just a
couple of miles away. But I can’t help thinking about the bad things
happening in the world at that very moment: wars, killings, terror, poverty, hate speeches, increasing surveillance, securitisation, militarisation,
racism, xenophobia, homophobia, misogyny, hatred, genocides, growing
animosity between societies, clashes within societies, lost individuals, lost
children, lost nations and so on.
At that very moment while I was writing Conclusion, a Syrian person was
trying to escape from war, in a small plastic boat in the Aegean Sea. In spite of
obstacles and hindrances on the way, she/he was going to run. Border
ofﬁcers were going to stop her/him. Rain was going to exhaust her/him.
Fear was going to chase her/him. Some people were going to call her/him
bad names. Some governments were going to tell her/him to go away.
Horriﬁc memories of what was happening back at home accompanied with
the cold, heat, hunger, distress, deprivation, uncertainty and restlessness
were not going to leave her/his side. Nor was hope. In spite of everything,
focused on one goal, she/he was going to be strong and will try. Because
there was no other option. Not only there is pain but also hope. Hope for
a better future. She/he was going to run from something bad towards a
goal: prospect of a peaceful country, a safe city. Promise of a warm soup, a
comfortable bed, a decent job and a secure life. Possibility of making her/his
dreams come true. It is this hope that was keeping her/him alive. We have no
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right to kill her/his dreams, her/his right to a better future. Because only by
sharing, giving, listening and feeling, we can make our world a better place.
Many of us silently watch what is going on in the world. Many of us see,
know and feel the pain of people. Many of us are angry. Not only because
we are governed and represented by warmongers and a bunch of greedy
people, but also because we feel helpless. We want to believe that we are
not weapons, wars, hatred, violence, greed alone. We hope we are more
than these. We need hope too. That is why we have many things to learn
from Samer, Ahmed, Sami, Zeinah, Amira, Fatima, Hassan, Rania, Aya,
Aisha and many others coming to us for help and for a place where they
can live just like us.
We can start by giving them everything we can and by hearing their
stories. In order to tell others. In order not to forget what humanity is,
what it should be. Most importantly, we can learn from their strength and
hope. Because we have almost forgotten them.
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