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To our families

Preface

The idea of this book was conceived in Santiago de Chile in early 2019.
After several years living out of Chile, we met to catch up about our
lives and families and to discuss possible collaborations in topics of shared
interest. After chatting for a while, one project was clearly taking shape:
the commemoration of the 50 years since the publication of Dependencia
y Desarrollo en América Latina. Un ensayo de interpretación sociológica,
by Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto. It is not only a book
that has accompanied us since our studies in sociology and later in political science but it has become a classic of Latin American social thought,
with enormous influence across disciplines inside and outside the region.
It contains some of the fundamental assumptions of the dependency
research program.
The project was clear: to gather international scholars in Santiago to
discuss the book by Cardoso and Faletto, in the light of the most recent
advances in contemporary social and political sciences. The idea was not
just to pay tribute to a classical work, but to critically examine to what
extent its theses still resonate among students of contemporary global
capitalism. The interest shown after publishing a call for papers confirmed
our view that dependency theory was very much alive in social sciences.
After a tough selection process, which left many excellent proposals out
due to our budget constraints, we set the date of the workshop for early
November 2019.
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But our preparations and plans were thrown over. Just a few days
before the meeting, on October 18th, an unprecedented social uprising
took place in Santiago. Several Metro stations were set on fire, a wave
of spontaneous riots sparked all over Santiago and main cities of Chile.
The state responded with police violence and repression, swiftly declaring
state of emergency and calling the military on the streets. The image
of Chilean cities controlled by the military brought back the memories of the dramatic events occurred in those very same streets in 1973.
Days later, on October 25th, around one million people marched on
the streets of Santiago—the probably largest demonstration in Chilean
history—pressing for radical changes to a socioeconomic model perceived
as deeply unfair. Smaller demonstrations, street violence, and state repression continued until the Covid-19 pandemic imposed a sudden, but
probably temporary, pause on the street fights. Amidst the pandemic,
in August 2020, Chileans voted for a constitutional assembly with an
overwhelming majority and turnout.
While witnessing and trying to make sense of what was going in
Chile, when the unrest had just begun, we were expecting the first
mails of cancellations from the workshop participants to come in soon.
To our surprise, the day of the workshop was approaching and nobody
canceled. On the contrary, all participants including those from abroad,
confirmed their participation and showed excitement for coming to
Santiago, precisely at this juncture. Maybe this was fitting after all:
Cardoso and Faletto wrote their book in Santiago amidst turbulent events
in Latin America and Chile. Social unrest, coups d’état, groundbreaking
reforms were at the order of the day on the continent. As Faletto recalls,
“the subject of dependence emerged in the middle of a complex experience in which conflicts and frustration abounded, but also moments of
expectation and hope.”
We had to cancel workshop venues and hotel accommodations several
times due to riots and demonstrations. But all participants were in exceptionally good spirits. At the end of the workshop, we even took everybody to one of the massive demonstrations that were still taking place in
Santiago downtown. It was a rare opportunity for academics to continue
the discussions about capitalism and global inequalities while walking
together with citizens demanding social rights and dignity in the country
where neoliberalism was born. In somehow, this constituted a connection
with the experiences of the classical dependentistas who wrote their works
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during the crucial social and political transformations in Latin American
societies five decades ago.
Many of the papers presented in Santiago evolved into chapters of this
volume. However, this book is more than the sum of those papers. In
the first place, while the workshop focused exclusively on Dependencia y
Desarrollo, the present book encompasses contributions that draw on the
broader dependency research program. Whereas some chapters draw on
Cardoso’s and Falleto’s version of dependency, others are closer to the
work of Theotonio dos Santos, Vânia Bambirra, and Ruy Muro Marini.
Secondly, through our discussions in Santiago, it became clear to us that
the crucial legacies of the dependency research program are twofold.
On the one hand, they lie in the accurate descriptions of the concrete
manifestations of dependent capitalism with clear spatial and temporal
boundaries. This was what the classical dependentistas called situations
of dependency. On the other hand, the dependency research program
offered concepts that—going beyond description—could actually explain
how dependency comes about. This is what we call (causal) mechanisms of
dependency. Thus, the chapters of this book focus either on new situations
or such mechanisms of dependency, or both.
Our book follows the workshop in Santiago in its geographical scope.
Even though the workshop was open to all possible topics as well as
regions, we received only papers about dependency in Latin America and
Europe. We have decided to keep this geographical focus for the book.
That being said, we believe that the arguments and findings of most of our
chapters can foster the interpretative and explanatory imagination also of
researchers working in other regions. At the end of the day, the purpose
of the dependentistas was to analyze dependent capitalism in the periphery
in order to understand capitalism globally.
We would like to thank everybody who made this book possible.
First of all, we are grateful to our authors who worked on their chapters under the difficult conditions of 2020 and the Covid-19 pandemic.
All of them were extremely easy to work with, very understanding of
the special circumstances, and very interested in the project. We would
also like to thank our colleagues who participated in the Santiago workshop and whose ideas and criticisms contributed to shape this book: José
Miguel Ahumada, John Cajas, Carolina Cepeda, Anna Kowalczyk, and
Francisco Urdínez. We are also grateful to the institutions that provided
valuable support and funding for the Santiago workshop: the Universidad
Mayor and the Institute of Political Science of the Pontificia Universidad
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Católica de Chile. Madariaga acknowledges further financial support from
the Observatory of Socioeconomic Transformations (ANID/PCI/Max
Planck Institute for the Study of Societies/MPG190012) and the Center
for Social Conflict and Cohesion Studies (ANID/FONDAP/15130009).
We are particularly thankful to Alfonso Donoso and David Altman for
their support. Last but not least, we would like to thank Tim Shaw
for his great enthusiasm and encouragement, and Anca Pusca and Balaji
Varadharaju from Palgrave for their constant editorial assistance.
Santiago, Chile

Aldo Madariaga
Stefano Palestini

Praise for Dependent Capitalisms in
Contemporary Latin America and
Europe

“A half century after Cardoso and Faletto penned their foundational
Dependencia y Desarrollo, Madariaga and Palestini have done comparative political economy an invaluable service by bringing together a wideranging set of contributions extending and reinvigorating the dependency
perspective. From Stallings’ elegant explication of the effects of China’s
rise to Scheiring’s creative parsing of the connections between dependence and authoritarianism in Hungary, the volume offers an incontrovertible demonstration of the dependency approach’s continued vitality
and usefulness.”
—Peter Evans, Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology, University of
California, Berkeley
“This book constitutes an important contribution to the intellectual
comeback of dependency thinking. In addition to enhancing our understanding of the diverse mechanisms and manifestations of dependence
within contemporary global capitalism, in particular within the context
of Europe and Latin America, the authors shed light on the continued
relevance of key dependentista terms such as core and periphery for
making sense of intersecting, multiscalar forms of structural asymmetry
and domination rooted in capitalist logics.”
—Arlene B. Tickner, Universidad del Rosario, Bogotá, Colombia
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