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Foreword

I was pleased to read and, with several notes and recommendations, review the following text, which covers the radiological diagnostic aspects of lung disorders using
HRCT within adults. Apart from the successful chapters of J. Polak, found in the
first and second editions of Professor Vasakova’s book on interstitial pulmonary
diseases, this is a complete modern work of challenging problematics. Positive is
the cooperation of the authors, as this book was created with the contributing work
of radiologists and respiratory physicians from three important Czech institutes—
University Hospital Hradec Králové, University Hospital Olomouc, and Thomayer
Hospital. An important message that is illustrated throughout the whole text is the
fact that today’s diagnostic and decision-making process in patient care is based on
consensual conclusions following a direct discussion within a multidisciplinary
team consisting of a respiratory physician, a radiologist, and a pathologist.
I consider the curriculum of the book to be very successful in terms of meeting
the main educational goal—increasing the knowledge for recognising basic abnormal images (morphs or patterns) and their use in clinical-radiological differential-
diagnostic balances. In general, the clinical aspects of disease diagnosis are briefly
analysed, and further, the basics of interpreting HRCT findings are sufficiently presented. I can see a special systematic approach in dividing the individual diseases
according to the dominant patterns—decreasing density (cysts, emphysema, etc.)
and increasing density (linear opacity, knots, shadowing of ground glass, and the
consolidation of lung tissue). In this way, almost 50 cases are analysed in detail, all
of which can be very well understood and practised. The book is aimed primarily at
radiologists (I myself consider it the basic text for confirmation) and respiratory
physicians, but it will also be appreciated by colleagues from other fields—pathologists, rheumatologists, other internists, immunologists, etc. It enjoys a great format
and high-quality graphics, which is most convenient when recognising radiological
findings in such rich images.
Congratulations to the primary author Eva Kocova MD, PhD, and to her other
collaborators for a successful piece. Are you afraid of interpreting HRCT of the
lungs? Do not buy a teddy bear, but start studying this book! In addition to all of

vii

viii

Foreword

that, I hope you acquire a pleasant sentiment towards this field of imaging, which
has a definite logic, starting already in the form of a secondary pulmonary lobule
that can be controlled without fear!
Hradec Králové, Czech Republic
4 April 2018

Pavel Elias

Important Notice

Authors and publishers have taken great care and effort to ensure that all of the
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