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PREFACE

This book is an exploration of what it takes for an event to count as an action. I
first became interested in this topic nearly a decade ago while working on a different
topic. I kept coming across philosophers making claims about the nature of action
that seemed false or at least dubious to me. As a consequence I turned to the
philosophy of action directly, to get to the heart of the matter. I have wrestled with
this territory ever since. I hope that, with this book, I have finally earned the
intuitions that put me at odds with the philosophers I was originally reading.
This book develops ideas in Part Two of my doctoral dissertation, which I wrote
at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario, Canada. I loved being at Queen’s, for
both professional and personal reasons. My thanks go to the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada for financial support as a doctoral
candidate. Steve Leighton and Ronald de Sousa were readers for my dissertation.
They provided some early and invaluable challenges to the ideas developed here.
My deepest debt of gratitude is owed to David Bakhurst, my supervisor. I learned a
lot from David; this book would not be the same without his help.
The earliest version of this manuscript was written during 2001-2 at the
University of Calgary, where I was the Killam Postdoctoral Fellow. My thanks go to
the Killam Foundation for generous support. Bob Ware was my postdoctoral
supervisor at Calgary. He read and discussed the first draft. His input was very
helpful, but even more important has been his friendly support, dating back to before
he even met me, when I was a doctoral student soliciting help in taking the next step.
It pleases me immensely to acknowledge publicly the help Bob has given me in the
book that I wrote in a position that I held in large part due to his generosity.
Stephen Hawkins provided invaluable assistance in preparing the manuscript for
publication.
My wife Debbie has been with me through every part of the process, since before
the germination of the first ideas in Kingston until the writing of these words in
Ottawa. I see the hands of David and Bob in particular parts of the book, but I see
Debbie everywhere. This is for her.
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