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Preface

The present book is a series of discussions of certain central topics, or
clusters oftopics, in the philosophy of history. It does not, inevitably,
cover the whole subject. I have concentrated on topics about which I
thought I had something to say, though I have also tried to set my
remarks in context by giving an account of recent work, by both
historians and philosophers, in the opening chapter.
The content of the book is not, except inadvertently, elementary; nor is
it intended to be exclusively introductory, though I have tried to write
in a way that does not presuppose prior acquaintance with philosophy.
No doubt I will be found to have succeeded better in some places than in
others. It is to be feared too that the difficulty and disagreeableness
which laymen sometimes complain of in philosophical writing is less a
matter of technical apparatus, which it is relatively easy to do without,
than of direction of interest, conception of relevance, level of
abstraction- all of which, being close to the essence of the subject,
cannot be avoided. I hope, none the less, that I have succeeded in
bringing into view some of the philosophical questions which are asked
about history; and even that I have managed to outline reasonable
answers to some of them. Any such answers will not be final. Philosophy
does not progress by finding definitive answers; it is rather that people
(sometimes) progress within it, by improving their understanding of its
problems and the ways in which they arise.
I hope too that, despite the high line taken about the autonomy of
philosophy at the beginning of chapter 1, it will not be thought that I
regard philosophising about history as necessarily more worth while
than the practice ofhistory itself. My concern is only to emphasise that it
is different, and that the questions I address myself to in this book are
philosophical, not historical. Obviously, as I emphasise in several places
in the text, it is only because history is a distinctive and rich field of
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intellectual endeavour- because it is clearly valuable in itself- that it is
worth philosophising about.
As regards my intellectual debts, I have tried, so far as practicable, to
give references to the works I have drawn upon or reacted to. The
authors from whom I believe myself to have learnt most, maybe not
always the lessons they intended to teach, are Walsh, Dray and Gallie.
Beyond this, I became constantly more (;onscious as I wrote how much
of the interest there is in the subject derives from Collingwood. I do not
agree with many of his pronouncements, and nobody could agree with
them all; but for stimulus and illumination he is unsurpassed.

References. A complete list of works cited will be found at the end.
Where there is only one by an author, it will normally be referred to in
the text by author's name and page or chapter numbers. Where there
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translations used will be given in the list at the end, and page references
will be to these.
Ackrwwledgements. To my colleagues, N.J. H. Dent, R. W. Clayton and
Roland Hall, who have each read the bulk of the typescript, I am
indebted for many valuable suggestions. I am indebted too to Professor
D.J. O'Connor, editor of the series, for his constant encouragement; to
the Reader from Cornell University Press; and, not least, to Mr Derick
Mirfin of Macmillan for his seemingly inexhaustible patience. Thanks
are due too to Mrs jennifer Denton, who typed a great deal of the book
with exemplary accuracy.

R.F.A.

