St Antony’s / Macmillan Series

General Editors : Archie Brown (1978-85) and Rosemary Thorp (1985-), both Fellows of
St Antony's College, Oxford.

Recent titles include

Jeremy Adelman (editor)
ESSAYS IN ARGENTINE LABOUR HISTORY, 1870-1930

Amatzia Baram
CULTURE, HISTORY AND IDEOLOGY IN THE FORMATION OF BA'THIST IRAQ, 1968-89

Archie Brown (editor)
NEW THINKING IN SOVIET POLITICS

Deborah Fahy Bryceson
FOOD INSECURITY AND THE SOCIAL DIVISION OF LABOUR IN TANZANIA, 1919-85

Victor Bulmer-Thomas
STUDIES IN THE ECONOMICS OF CENTRAL AMERICA

Sir Alec Cairncross
PLANNING IN WARTIME

Colin Clarke (editor)
SOCIETY AND POLITICS IN THE CARIBBEAN

David Cleary
ANATOMY OF THE AMAZON GOLD RUSH

John Crabtree 3
PERU UNDER GARCIA

Alex Danchev (editor)
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE FALKLANDS CONFLICT

Jodo de Pina-Cabral and John Campbell (editors)
EUROPE OBSERVED

Guido di Tella and Carlos Rodriguez Braun (editors)
ARGENTINA, 1946-83: THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS SPEAK

D. R. Dorondo
BAVARIA AND GERMAN FEDERALISM

Anne Lincoln Fitzpatrick
THE GREAT RUSSIAN FAIR

Michael B. Froman i
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA OF DETENTE

Haruhiro Fukui, Peter H. Merkl, Hubertus Muller-Groeling and Akio Watanabe (editors)
THE POLITICS OF ECONOMIC CHANGE IN POSTWAR JAPAN AND WEST GERMANY

Avner Gil‘adi
CHILDREN OF ISLAM

David Hall-Cathala
THE PEACE MOVEMENT IN ISRAEL, 1967-87



Beatrice Heuser and Robert O’Neill (editors)
SECURING PEACE IN EUROPE, 1945-62

Linda Hitchcox
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN CAMPS

Derek Hopwood (editor)
STUDIES IN ARAB HISTORY

Amitzur Ilan
BERNADOTTE IN PALESTINE, 1948

Hiroshi Ishida
SOCIAL MOBILITY IN CONTEMPORARY JAPAN

A. Kemp-Welch
THE BIRTH OF SOLIDARITY

Robert H. McNeat
STALIN: MAN AND RULER

Iftikhar H. Malik
US-SOUTH ASIAN RELATIONS, 194047

Ziba Moshaver
NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROLIFERATION IN THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

Leslie Palmier (editor)
DETENTE IN ASIA?

George Philip
THE PRESIDENCY IN MEXICAN POLITICS

Riitta Pittman
THE WRITER’S DIVIDED SELF IN BULGAKOV'S THE MASTER AND MARGARITA

Brian Powell
KABUKI IN MODERN JAPAN

Laurie P. Salitan
POLITICS AND NATIONALITY IN CONTEMPORARY SOVIET-JEWISH EMIGRATION,
1968-89

Gregor Schollgen
A CONSERVATIVE AGAINST HITLER (translated by Louise Willmot)

Wenguang Shao
CHINA, BRITAIN AND BUSINESSMEN

Pierre L. Siklos
WAR FINANCE, RECONSTRUCTION, HYPERINFLATION AND STABILIZATION IN
HUNGARY, 1938-48

H. Gordon Skilling
CZECHOSI.OVAKIA, 1918-88 (editor)

Joseph S. Szyliowicz
POLITICS, TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT

Haris Viavianos
GREECE, 1941-49: FROM RESISTANCE TO CIVIL WAR



EUROPE OBSERVED

Edited by

Joao de Pina-Cabral

Instituto de Ciéncias Sociais
University of Lisbon

and

John Campbell

Emeritus Fellow
St Antony’s College, Oxford

in association with
Palgrave Macmillan




Selection, editorial matter and Introduction
© Joao de Pina-Cabral and John Campbell 1992
Chapters 1-10 © Macmillan Press Ltd 1992

Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 1992

All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of
this publication may be made without written permission.

No paragraph of this publication may be reproduced, copied or
transmitted save with written permission or in accordance with
the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988,
or under the terms of any licence permitting limited copying
issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency, 90 Tottenham

Court Road, London W1P 9HE.

Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to this
publication may be liable to criminal prosecution and civil
claims for damages.

First published 1992 by

THE MACMILLAN PRESS LTD

Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2XS
and London

Companies and representatives

throughout the world

ISBN 978-1-349-11992-9 ISBN 978-1-349-11990-5 (¢Book)
DOI 10.1007/978-1-349-11990-5

A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library

0 9 8 7 6 S5 4 3 2
03 02 O1 00 99 98 97 96 95



Contents

Notes on the Editors and Contributors

Introduction

Acknowledgement

1

Against Translation: The Role of the Researcher
in the Production of Ethnographic Knowledge
Joao de Pina-Cabral

Sex Roles and Anthropological Research in Rural
Andalusia
Stanley Brandes

Fieldwork, Language and Locality in Europe,
from the North
Malcolm Chapman

Ethnography, History and Collective
Representations: Studying Vendetta in Crete
Julie Makris

The Anthropologist as Critical Historian: Some
Problems in the Ethnography of Celano (Italy)
Gregory Smith

History in the Making: National and International
Politics in a Rural Cretan Community
Michael Herzfeld

Anthropological Methodology in the European
Context
William A. Douglass

The Personal Factors in Fieldwork
Julian Pitt-Rivers

vii

Xiv

24

39

56

73

93

123

133



vi Contents

9 Fieldwork among the Sarakatsani, 1954-55
John Campbell

10 User-Friendly Ethnography?
Peter Loizos

Bibliography

Index

148

167

188

197



Notes on the Editors and
Contributors

THE EDITORS

Jodo de Pina-Cabral is a research fellow at the University of
Lisbon (Instituto de Ciéncias Sociais) and Associate Professor
at ISCTE (Lisbon). He did his doctoral research at Oxford and
was later Gulbenkian Research Fellow at Southampton Univer-
sity. He is the author of Sons of Adam, Daughters of Eve: the peasant
world view of Alto Minho (1986); and of many articles in journals
and collected works. His main research interests are in the
comparative study of the family, and the relations between
power and symbolic behaviour.

John Campbell is Emeritus Fellow of St Antony’s College,
Oxford. He was at various times Lecturer in Modern Balkan
History at Oxford, Sub-Warden and Senior Tutor of St Antony’s
College, and UNESCO Director of the Social Sciences Centre
in Athens. He is the author of Honour, Family and Patronage. A
Study of Institutions and Moral Values in a Greek Mountain Commu-
nity (1964); and (with Philip Sherrard) Modern Greece (1968).
He has also contributed to a number of important collective
works. Over many years he has supervised research at Oxford in
the social anthropology of southern Europe, and the history of
modern Greece.

CONTRIBUTORS

Stanley Brandes is Professor of Social Anthropology at the
University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of Migration,
Kinship and Community: Tradition and Transition in a Spanish
Village (1975); and Metaphors of Masculinity: Sex and Status in
Andalusian Folklore (1986).

vii



viil Notes on the Editors and Contributors

Malcolm Chapman is a Fellow of the Bradford University Man-
agement Centre. He did his doctoral research at Oxford on
fishing communities in Brittany, which he completed in 1986.
He was elected to a research fellowship at Balliol College,
Oxford in 1982. He is author of The Gaelic Vision in Scottish
Culture (1978); and The Celts: the Creation of a Myth (1991).

Julie Makris, St Anne’s College, Oxford, carried out extensive
archival and fieldwork research in Crete where she studied a
village community and its surrounding district with particular
reference to kinship, vendetta, and religious values. Her thesis
was submitted in 1988.

Gregory Smith teaches at the American University of Rome. His
doctoral research at Oxford, completed in 1980, focused on
the complex relationships between the Italian state and local
communities.

Michael Herzfeld, Professor of Social Anthropology at Harvard,
has conducted extensive fieldwork on the islands of Rhodes
and Crete. After postgraduate research at Oxford he taught at
Vassar College and Indiana University. He is a D. Litt. of Bir-
mingham University and, in the USA, is President of the Society
for the Anthropology of Europe, and of the Modern Greek
Studies Association. His books include Folklore, Ideology and the
Making of Modern Greece (1982); The Poetics of Manhood: Contest
and Identity in a Cretan Mountain Village (1985); Anthropology
through the Looking-Glass: Critical Ethnography in the Margins of
Europe (1987); and A Place in History: Social and Monumental Time
in a Cretan Town (1991).

William A. Douglass is Professor of Social Anthropology and
Coordinator of the Basque Studies Program, University of Ne-
vada, Reno. He is the author of Death in Murelaga (1969); and
Emigration in a Southern Italian Town: An Anthropological History
(1984).

Julian Pitt-Rivers. Since the publication of his classic study
People of the Sierra in 1954, he has become the doyen of social
anthropologists working in the Mediterranean. He has been
Professor of Social Anthropology at the Ecole Pratique des



Notes on the Editors and Contributors ix

Hautes Etudes, the London School of Economics, and the
University of Paris (Nanterre). His other books include The Fate
of Shechem or the Politics of Sex (1977); and L’Anthropologie de
Uhonneur (1983). He has also made important contributions to
many collective works, most recently Honour and Grace in
Anthropology (1991) of which he is the co-editor.

Peter Loizos is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the
London School of Economics, and formerly the editor of Man.
He has a wide knowledge of the politics and ethnography of
Cyprus. He is the author of The Greek Gift. Politics in a Cypriot
Village (1975); and The Heart Grown Bitter. A Chronicle of Cypriot
War Refugees (1981). With Evthymios Papataxiarchis he has re-
cently edited a collective work, Contested Identities. Gender and
Kinship in Modern Greece (1991).



Introduction’

British and American social anthropologists only turned to the
intensive study of European societies after the Second World
War. The intellectual descendants of Malinowski and Boas ap-
plied to this study of European communities the methods of
intensive fieldwork with participant observation which had been
developed between the wars in the study of other regions of the
world, and were by then accepted as the preferred method for
collecting anthropological evidence. In France and most other
European countries, however, it was not until the 1960s and
1970s that the older ethnological tradition began seriously to
face the challenge of this method of fieldwork.

Since then work has progressed at a very fast pace and the
number of studies carried out from this methodological per-
spective has steadily increased. This is the case not only in
studies published in English. In all southern European coun-
tries new departments of social or cultural anthropology are
involved in ambitious research programmes. This has been
accompanied by a gradual change in what is expected of
fieldworkers, specifically the need to consider historical evid-
ence. The importance of social history is perhaps particularly
clear to European anthropologists who are studying their own
societies.

At the same time, the 1980s witnessed a new interest in the
discussion of the theoretical conditions of fieldwork. The grow-
ing literature on the topic is evidence of this preoccupation,
which seems to be very much part of our zeitgeist, permeating as
it does most national and theoretical traditions in social and
cultural anthropology.

It is, therefore, surprising that so little has been written about
the problems and conditions of fieldwork in Mediterranean
and Atlantic Europe. Apart from a few short texts (cf. Boissevain
1970, Friedl 1970) anthropologists seem to have shunned the
subject. One possible reason for this silence is their unwilling-
ness to risk the prejudiced judgement of colleagues who car-
ried out fieldwork in more exotic places and who felt that
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working in Europe was not a sufficient challenge to the
fieldworker (cf. Davis 1977).

In 1986, Pina-Cabral organised a Working Group at the Third
Congress of the European Society for Rural Sociology (which
took place in Braga, Portugal) with the intention of investigat-
ing different opinions about fieldwork in this broad region.
The discussion was heated, revealing that the subject was far
more polemical than we had expected. Indeed, so polemical
were the exchanges that they continued beyond the limits of
the congress into the pages of the journal Current Anthropology.
Clearly, the debate had been long overdue.

Encouraged by the response, we decided to bring together a
collection of papers with the intention of throwing some light
on the history of fieldwork in this area, on the conditions under
which it is being carried out today and also on its relation to
other disciplines, particularly social history, which we feel has
had the greatest recent impact on fieldwork methods. No at-
tempt has been made to reproduce the debate as it developed
in Braga, as this would have produced a virtually unreadable
volume. Covering a wide variety of settings, as well as a number
of not always reconcilable opinions, the papers presented here
are intended as an assessment of present trends in anthropo-
logical research in Mediterranean and Atlantic Furope. In
particular, attention has been given to the creative exchange
between anthropology and history, to the influence of personal
factors such as gender, class affiliation, language and national-
ity, in fieldwork practices; and to the recent emergence of
national trends of anthropological research in southern Euro-
pean countries.

There is one further issue to be noted. The British and
American postwar fieldworkers did not think of themselves as
Europeanists, preferring the designation of Mediterraneanist.
They stressed the similarities and continuities between the south-
ern and the northern shores of the Mediterranean Sea at the
expense of those existing between Mediterranean and Atlantic
Europe. To a younger generation of fieldworkers studying At-
lantic Spain, Portugal or France, this view appears increasingly
problematic (see Pina-Cabral 1989, Gilmore 1990, Pina-Cabral
1991). Some contributors to this volume would support the
latter point of view, but even they would not regard the option
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for abandoning the Mediterraneanist label as a radical criticism
of it, but rather as a reasoned challenge to the long-established
practice in Anglophone anthropology of dividing Western
Europe in two for the purposes of ethnographic comparison.

It is not our intention to summarise the arguments of the
papers which follow, but it may be helpful to draw attention,
briefly, to particular interests of each contributor. Thus Pina-
Cabral claims that the necessary existence of a ‘point of view’ in
all ethnographic writing should be explicitly recognised, and
he doubts the continued utility of the metaphor of ‘translation’
which is so commonly employed to describe the ethnographic
task.

Following on his work in Andalusia, and particularly his book
Metaphors of Masculinity, Stanley Brandes asks whether ‘a
fieldworker’s gender automatically confers advantages or limi-
tations in data collection’. An introspective investigation of his
own fieldwork leads the author to conclude that this is not
always necessarily the case and that the anthropologist’s own
adoption of what he perceives as being local sex-roles often
explains the gender-specificity of many ethnographies.

Malcolm Chapman approaches two problematic areas for
field anthropologists: the question of language use and the
difficulty of working with a large population. In particular he
describes the problems he faced in Brittany in attempting to
learn and use Breton as opposed to French, and on the relation
between linguistic use and self-consciously historical categories
of belonging.

Julie Makris reports on the methodological problems arising
from research into vendettas in Crete. She interweaves histor-
ical and demographic methods in an attempt to overcome the
limitations of either set of procedures. A similar concern is
demonstrated by Gregory Smith, who analyses the process of
agrarian reform in a small Italian town. He shows that historical
and anthropological research procedures can be used as criti-
cal complements of each other.

Michael Herzfeld’s chapter is a plea for a stronger ethno-
graphic interest in the local use of media, as well as for greater
attention to the local forms of historical discourse. The author
notes that, while ethnographers have certainly commented on
the predilection of male Greek villagers for political debate,
ethnographies give little evidence about the linguistic and sty-



Introduction xiii

listic indices that would increase our understanding of the
relations between peasants and the political elite whether
in the convergence of their outlooks or in their mutual
opposition.

William Douglass gives us an overview of present-day re-
search trends in European social anthropology with particular
reference to the use of historical and documentary material
and to the recent emergence of national traditions of anthro-
pological research in southern Europe.

Commenting on the already long history of anthropological
research, Julian Pitt-Rivers stresses the relevance of personal
factors in fieldwork, while at the same time he argues that,
‘Although practically unattainable, objectivity must be assumed
to be theoretically conceivable.’

John Campbell contributes a retrospective appraisal of the
conditions under which he worked among the Sarakatsan shep-
herds of northern Greece in the mid-1950s. This was the first
fieldwork to be attempted in Greece.? He discusses the influ-
ence of British Africanist anthropology on his work, particularly
the views of Evans-Pritchard.

The book concludes with a chapter in which Peter Loizos
brings together the contributions to the volume. He suggests
that ethnography may be ‘continuous’ and that there is a sense
in which the production of anthropological texts is always
open-ended and exploratory rather than sharply bounded and
definitive.

Joao de Pina-Cabral
John Campbell

NOTES

1. In the first chapter of this book Jodo de Pina-Cabral discusses the
principal problems which in different ways are debated by the contribu-
tors to this collection, And in the concluding chapter Peter Loizos
draws together the particular arguments presented by the other au-
thors. This introduction, therefore, is limited to a general statement of
our purpose in editing the volume, and to brief indications of its
content.

2. But only a matter of weeks before Ernestine Friedl began her fieldwork
research in Boeotia.
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