SPORT AND SOCIETY IN MODERN FRANCE

St Antony 's/Macmillan Series
General editor: Archie Brown, Fellow of St Antony's College,
Oxford
This new series contains academic books written or edited by
members of St Antony's College, Oxford, or by authors with a
special association with the College. The titles are selected by an
editorial board on which both the College and the publishers are
represented.
Titles already published or in the press are listed below, and
there are numerous further titles in preparation.
S. B. Burman CHIEFDOM POLITICS AND ALIEN LAW
Wilhelm Deist THE WEHRMACHT AND GERMAN REARMAMENT
LATIN
Ricardo Ffrench-Davis and Ernesto Tironi (editors)
AMERICA AND THE NEW INTERNA'f'IONAL ECONOMIC ORDER

Richard Holt SPORT AND SOCIETY IN MODERN FRANCE
Albert Hourani EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST
THE EMERGENCE OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST
NATIONALIST
AND RACIALIST MOVEMENTS IN BRITAIN AND GERMANY BEFORE

Paul Kennedy and Anthony Nicholls (editors)
1914

Richard Kindersley (editor) IN SEARCH OF EUROCOMMUNISM
Gisela C. Lebzelter POLITICAL ANTI-SEMITISM IN ENGLAND,
I9I8-I939

C. A. MacDonald

THE UNITED STATEs, BRITAIN AND APPEASE-

MENT, I 936- I 939

Marilyn Rueschemeyer PROFESSIONAL WORK AND MARRIAGE
David Stafford BRITAIN AND F.UROPEAN RESISTANCE, I940-1945
Rosemary Thorp and Laurence Whitehead (editors)
INFLATION AND STABILISATION IN LATIN AMERICA

Rudolf L. T8kes (editor)

OPPOSITION IN EASTERN EUROPE

SPORT AND SOCIETY
IN MODERN FRANCE
Richard Holt
Lecturer in History
University of Stirling

in association with
Palgrave Macmillan

© Richard Holt 1981

Softcover reprint ofthe hardcover 1st edition 1981 978-0-333-25951-1
All rights rescrved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of
this publication may be madc without written permission.
No paragraph of this publication may be reproduced, copicd or
transmitted save with written permission or in accordance with
the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patcnts Act 1988,
or under the terms of any licence permitting limited copying
issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency, 90 Tottenham Court
Road, London WI P 9HE.
Any person who docs any unauthorised act in relation to this
publication may be liable to criminal prosccution ancl civil
claims for damages.
First publ ished 1981 by
MACMILLAN PRESS ITO
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 2XS
ancl London
Companies and representativcs
throughout the world
ISBN 978-1-349-04450-4

ISBN 978-1-349-04448-1 (eBook)

DOI 10.1007/978-1-349-04448-1
A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library.
II
03

10
02

9
01

8
7 6
00 99 98

5

4

For Jim Holt and Liz Glass

Contents

List of Plates
Acknowledgements
List of Abbreviations

1 Introduction: Sport in its Social Context

2

3
4
5
6

IX
XI
XV

1

PART I: Case-studies

15

The Spread of Field Sports
The Growth ofGymnastics: Patriotism or Pleasure?
The English Sports: Gentlemen and Players
Cycling as a Commercial Spectacle
Bullfighting and Cockfighting: The Survival of
Regional Culture

17
39

104

PART II: Major Themes

123

61
81

7 The Tradition ofViolence: Brutality, Hooliganism

and Combativity
8 Sport and Sociability
9 Sport and Status
10 Sport and Politics: Ideology and Recruitment
1 1 Conclusion

125

150

169
190
212

Notes

221

Bibliography

237

Index

251

List of Plates
Cover Crowds line the route for the Paris-Roubaix ( I927)
(Henri Pelissier leads the field with his brother Francis
in third place)
I
Parisian men playing petanque on the Champ de Mars
2 Chayrigues, the top French goalkeeper, in action in 1923.
Note the size of the crowd
3 An early all-Parisian rugby match. Stade Fran«;ais against
the Racing Club in I 907
4 Perpignan versus Agen in the semi-final of the championship of I939· Note the advertising around the ground
5 Traditional bull-running in the streets of a southern town
6 A Spanish bullfight at Bayonne. A dead horse is removed as
the matador prepares for the kill
7 A cockfight in a northern 'gallodrome'
8 The annual gathering and parade of Catholic gymnasts
( I910)

9 jules Ladoumegue, the gifted middle-distance runner
( 1927)

The male sociability of a shooting party
I I
Hunting with the Marquis de L'Aigle
I2 The notorious cobblestones made the Paris-Roubaix 'the
hell of the North' for man and machine. An awe-struck
child looks on (I 902)
I3
Crossing Brittany in the I 92 I Paris-Brest-Paris. Cycling
brought commercial sport to impoverished and remote
parts of France
I4 A mountain stage of the Tour de France in I924. Note the
spectators using their newspapers to identify the riders
I 5 Social segregation at the races. A view from the exclusive
enclosure across to the bulk of the Parisian crowd in the
cheaper part of the course
10

The cover photograph and plates 2, 9, I 2 and I 3 are reproduced
by courtesy of Presse-Sports; plates I, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, I o, I I, I 4 and I 5
by courtesy of H. Roger-Viollet; and plate 5 by the Mansell
Collection.

Acknowledgements

When I applied for a reader's ticket at the Bibliotheque
Nationale, I was eventually interviewed by an official of the
library who asked me what I wished to do. I replied that I was
thinking about writing a thesis on French sport. A mixture of
pain and sheer disbelief crossed his face, and I thought I would
be told to buy a track suit and sent off to the nearest park. I
rather felt as if I were impugning the dignity of French culture
by the mere mention of sport in so august an institution, but
after careful checking of my letters of recommendation I was
given my ticket. After a while I started to like that byzantine
institution with its strange indexes and even stranger characters.
When a pile of books on football or cycling arrived on my desk I
would get the odd bemused look from an elderly scholar sitting
nearby. 'What on earth are these foreigners up to?' you could
almost hear them saying to themselves. But the porters who
delivered the books were less surprised that I should want to
read about Georges Carpentier or the Tour de France, and
occasionally stopped for a brief chat or to look at a few
photographs.
There were a number of people who offered advice and
encouragement, and I would like to thank them here. As usual,
there are far more than I can mention by name, and I hope those
who are not acknowledged here will excuse the omission. Keith
Thomas first aroused my interest in social and cultural history
when I was an undergraduate. Through his teaching and
research he helped me to see that any aspect of the past can be of
interest, providing the right questions are asked. I was equally
fortunate in my thesis supervisor, Theodore Zeldin. He urged

xu

Sport and Society in Modem France

me to do an unusual doctorate and gave me the time and
freedom I needed to finish it. He was always encouraging and
read various drafts of chapters at a time when he had a great
deal of other work to do. The debt I owe to his recent history of
France will be evident from the notes at the end of this book.
Associate membership of St Antony's College provided access
to research facilities and stimulating company from which I
gained a great deal in academic and personal terms. Richard
Cobb was full of enthusiasm, good humour and fascinating
anecdotes. Like so many other students of France, I have reason
to be grateful to him. As very few people have written about
sport from a serious historical point of view, my other academic
acknowledgements are relatively few. However, I would like to
single out Professor Eugen Weber, whose excellent work on the
cultural and political significance of fin-de-siecle French sport
provided a starting point for my research. I owe a great deal to
his pioneering articles. His advice on archives was also helpful,
as was that of Michael Marrus. Roderick Kedward's criticism of
the political material was amiable and constructive, and my
colleague lain Hutchison commented on the first two chapters
with friendly astringency. I hope I have benefited from their
advice, though, of course, I take full responsibility for any shortcomings in the finished product.
I would like to thank Nigel and Maggie Pennington for their
friendship and generous hospitality in Paris over a number of
years. Amongst other friends who helped me at various times I
would like to give a special word of thanks to Daniele Troillet,
Andy Steiman, Hilary Kemp, Gavin Kitching, Rog and Sandy
Baars, Paul Joannides, .Jan and Norman Waugh. I also wish to
thank the President and Fellows of St.John's College, Oxford;
the Social Science Research Council; the University of Stirling;
and the Carnegie Trust. My colleagues at Stirling have been
pleasant and supportive, and I have been exceptionally fortunate in my typist, Margaret Hendry, who typed and corrected
several drafts of what was often a difficult and exasperating
manuscript. She has been unfailingly helpful.
Finally, my deepest debt is to Liz Glass, who constantly
encouraged me in my early years of research, helped me to settle
in France and urged me to complete my work despite the fact
that the abrupt and unjust termination of her own research had
caused her deep and prolonged despair. Beside the usual

Acknowledgements

XIII

sacrifices made by the spouses of those in academic life, hers was
very great indeed. I am deeply grateful.
Edinburgh, October 1979

Richard Holt

List of Abbreviations

AD
AN
Bib. Hist. Coli. Act.
Con. Gen. PV
Con. Mun. PV
Con. Mun. RD
Deb. Pari. Ch. Dep.
ENSEPS
FGSPF
FSGT
USFG
USFSA
UVF

Archives Departementales
Archives Nationales
Bibliotheque Historique de Ia ville de
Paris. Collection 'Actualites'
Conseil General du departement de Ia
Seine: Proces-verbaux
Conseil Municipal de Ia ville de Paris:
Proces-verbaux
Conseil Municipal de Ia ville de Paris:
Rapports et Documents
Debats Parlementaires: Chambre des
Deputes
Ecole Normale Superieure d'Education
Physique et des Sports
Federation Gymnastique et Sportive des
Patronages de France
Federation Sportive et Gymnastique du
Travail
Union des Societes Fran~aises de
Gymnastique
Union des Societes Fran~aises des
Sports Athletiques
Union Veiocipcdique de France

