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The scholarly collaboration that led to this book began nearly twenty years
ago in the analogue age. When we first met in the 1990s, one was publishing her work on artificial intelligence, while the other was learning to send
her first emails. One was well into her career as a human rights defender,
while the other’s only experience with the law had been to file for a marriage licence. In short, neither knew much about the other’s disciplinary
expertise.
Cross-disciplinary collaboration requires clarity, intellectual flexibility
and a good sense of humour. Our early conversations stretched across a
multitude of subjects. As our interest in interdisciplinary work grew, we
developed the friendly habit of patiently explaining the technicalities of our
discipline(s) to one another, a habit we have put to good use in writing this
book. Our experience reinforced what we had already suspected: designing sustainable and just solutions for our digital world requires unabashed
navigation across disciplinary boundaries. The negotiation of alternative
approaches also demands a broad view and willingness to compromise.
Our understanding of these trade-offs forms the core of this book.
The awarding of a European Commission grant to work on privacybydesign methodologies in 2013 gave us the means to move forward with
our scholarly collaboration. Under the auspices of Project PRIPARE
(PReparing Industry to Privacy-by-design by supporting its Application in
Research at: http://pripareproject.eu), we designed a mixed curriculum
on human rights and digital technology (with a focus on privacy) and were
able to test-drive our course with students at The American University of
Paris. We began to co-publish on a range of technology-related issues and
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Leuvan), and the many others we cannot mention here, for their insightful input, organizational skills and warm hospitality.
Our student researchers Jed Carty, Alyssa Evans, Rachel Fallon, Anna
Wiersma and Zona Zaric provided steady support, as did our professorial colleagues Kerstin Carlson, Kathleen Chevalier, Waddick Doyle, Philip
Golub, Julie Newton, Claudio Piani, and Georgi Stojanov. We deeply
appreciate their enthusiasm and scholarly feedback. Julie Thomas’ comments on a late draft of the book were especially precious and we are
sincerely grateful for her suggestions.
Finally, Christina Brian and her editorial team at Palgrave have championed this book from the earliest stages. We thank Christina warmly for
her support throughout. Christian van den Anker generously provided
invaluable input in the latter stages of this work. Last, but not least, our
families have been very patient as this book has taken form. We dedicate
our work to them.
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