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To Alan Rosenthal: Careful observer and champion of state legislative
sausage-making. Your deep respect for the men and women who run for
office and try to “make the damn system work” and your understanding
of the workings of state government—especially legislatures, and,
later in life, governors—has been of enormous benefit to students and
legislative bodies alike. Working tirelessly and successfully to improve
the capacity of legislatures to act as coequal branches of government,
you enhanced their ability to represent the citizens of their states
democratically, all the while exemplifying the role of the scholar in
public and community service.
And to all US Governors, past, present, and future, whose tasks are
not simply those of “mini-presidents” but encompass a wide variety of
leadership responsibilities and challenges, joys, and sorrows. With this
book we hope to expand our understanding of what you do and how it
matters, as you carry out what Alan Rosenthal ultimately came to call
“the best job in politics.”

Contents

List of Tables

ix

List of Figures

xi

Acknowledgments
1

Studying the American Governor
David P. Redlawsk

xiii
1

Part 1 Governors: Power and Constraint
2

Public Perceptions of America’s Executives: The President
and Two Very Different Governors
David J. Andersen

13

3 The Power of Institutional Design: Governors, Vetoes,
and Legislative Outcomes
Robert J. McGrath, Jon C. Rogowski, and Josh M. Ryan

31

4 Gubernatorial Institutional Authority and Conflict:
Executive-Judicial Relations in the United States
Gbemende Johnson

49

5 What Causes State-Level Executive Scandals?
Brandon Rottinghaus

71

6 Voters and the Limits of Gubernatorial Power: The Case of Iowa
Christopher W. Larimer

93

Part 2
7

Governors as Policy and Ideological Leaders

New Jersey’s Modern Radical: Governor Woodrow Wilson
and the Pragmatist Tradition in American Politics
Trygve Throntveit

117

viii

●

Contents

8 Leadership at the Twilight of Progressivism: Mario Cuomo’s
Defense of Liberalism in Two Speeches in the Summer of 1984
Saladin Ambar

137

9 “What Would Gandhi Do?”: Nikki Haley and South
Carolina in American Politics, Black, White, and Brown
Jason A. Kirk

155

10

Rally ’round the Governor: The Response of Voters
to Gubernatorial Leadership in Times of Crisis
Ashley Koning and David P. Redlawsk

Part 3

177

Governors in Popular Culture

11 The Music Governors Create and Inspire
John Weingart

201

References

227

Notes on Contributors

249

Index

253

Tables

2.1
3 .1
3.2
4 .1
4 .2
4.A1
4.A2
4.A3
5 .1
5 .2
6 .1
6.2
1 0.1
10.2
1 0.3

ANOVA of ranking of issues on which the
executives houldf ocus
Statev etoo verridet hresholdsa ndh istoricala mendments
Is some veto better than no veto? Mean house coalitions
inp re-vetoN orthC arolinaa ndc omparables tates
Executivep owerc hallengesi nc ourt
Executivep owerc hallengesi nc ourt:p redictedp robabilities
Summarys tatisticsf orm odelv ariables
Currents tatesup remec ourts electionm ethods
Currents tatesup remec ourtr etentionm ethods
Predictorso fs tate-levels candals
Streamlinedp redictorso fs tate-levels candals,
ethicsl aws( 2008–2011)
Gubernatorialp opularityf orI owag overnors,1 969–2010
Predicting gubernatorial popularity in Iowa for
1976–2010u singJ ARd atabasea ndD MRP oll
PredictingC hristief avorabilityr atingsa mong
NewJ erseyr egisteredv oters
Predicting Christie job grades among New Jersey
registeredv oters
Changesi nm odelc oefficientso vert ime

23
36
42
60
61
66
67
68
85
87
98
102
186
187
194

Figures

2.1
2.2
2.3
4.1
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

Issueso nw hicht hee xecutives houldf ocus
Perceiveds trengtho ft hee xecutive
Politicalk nowledgea boutt hee xecutivea ndg overnment
Executivep owerc hallenges:1 980–2010
Percentageo f individualsi nvolvedi ns candala ts tatel evel
Percentageo f individualsi nvolvedi ns candala ts tatel evel
Predicted probabilities for scandals by gross state
product( governments pending)
Effectso fe thicsl awso ng overnora nds taffs candals

21
25
28
57
82
83
86
88

Acknowledgments

T

his book began as a project of the Center on the American
Governor (CAG, governors.rutgers.edu), a unit of the Eagleton
Institute of Politics. CAG’s mission is to develop and enhance
the study of governors, both for the State of New Jersey and for the
country as a whole. In addition to building the first online archives of
New Jersey governors and promoting discussion on the role of governors
generally, CAG announced a national competition in 2012, and again
in 2013, offering seed grants to scholars engaged in any aspect of the
study of American governors, in any discipline. The resulting response
allowed CAG to identify and fund 15 promising projects primarily
by early career scholars. Most, though not all, of the chapters of this
book are from a subset of those projects, illuminating the many ways in
which the role of governors can be studied and, we hope, jump-starting
even more research into this critical executive position in the American
federal system. The authors of these chapters (3 through 9) wish to
recognize the support of Eagleton and CAG as they worked on their
projects.
The Eagleton Institute of Politics, CAG, and its grantees are especially grateful to Rutgers-New Brunswick chancellor Richard Edwards
for his support of this project and the funding he provided. The scholars who responded to the call, both those who were funded and those
who were not, provide clear evidence that the study of governors is
an emerging field, worth the kind of emphasis CAG is working to
provide.
As editor, I have had the privilege to work with the authors whose
work appears in this book, and in doing so I have learned a great deal
about the role of the governor, the power he or she possesses (and often
effectively wields), and the constraints that exist in a federal system that
often appears specifically designed to make life difficult for political
leaders. I have also had the good fortune to work with Brian O’Connor,

xiv

●

Acknowledgments

my editor at Palgrave, who has been supportive of the project throughout, including providing useful advice to the CAG grantees and political science graduate students at Rutgers as they navigate the challenging
waters of publication.
I want to thank Dr. Ruth Mandel, director of the Eagleton Institute of
Politics, for her support of this project and her championing of the seed
grants, as well as her leadership of Eagleton in general. John Weingart,
associate director at Eagleton, also directs CAG, and has taken the lead
role in its development. John graciously agreed to add his own work on
governors and music to this volume, giving it a closing that lightens
the tone and suggests, in addition to its other perks, being governor
can mean being immortalized in story and song, for better or worse.
Kristoffer Shields, graduate assistant for CAG, helped me organize this
book project at an early stage. I also wish to express my appreciation to
Eagleton staff, especially Gloria Minor and Shari Yeager, who have provided me with administrative support for the various projects on which
I have worked in the six years I have now been at Eagleton.
Finally, thanks as always to my wonderful spouse, Aletia Morgan,
for her ongoing support, especially when I am either exhausted or frustrated, or (maybe too often) both. An academic career is exhilarating,
but it can sometimes be rough on those around us.
David Redlawsk
New Brunswick
New Jersey

