“As an evangélica constructive theologian, I always welcome efforts from
colleagues who critically reexamine traditional doctrinal positions, posing
questions that can provide relevant answers for a suffering world that cries
out for justice. Grace Ji-Sun Kim and Jenny Daggers’ Reimagining with
Christian Doctrines: Responding to Global Gender Injustices does precisely
that. This collection of essays from a diverse group of respected feminist
theologians ‘reimagines’ the doctrines of creation, Trinity, resurrection,
incarnation, church, and sin in creative and always embodied ways. In
particular, they seek to hear and to respond to the cries of the suffering and
voiceless of the world. It is my hope that others who read this book will be
equally inspired to be as honest and sensitive as its authors, and also dare
to constructively reimagine new ways of doing theology, that we may truly
embody God’s vision for justice in the world.”
—Dr Loida I. Martell-Otero, Professor of Constructive Theology,
Palmer Theological Seminary, USA
“Will you join us? Written with scholarly lucidity and prophetic creativity,
Reimagining with Christian Doctrines calls and challenges us to join in the
continuing work of naming and exposing Christian doctrines that perpetuate the oppression of women and in articulating alternative theologies
that promote gender justice and radical hospitality. Our answer should be
an unequivocal yes. You can count on us to walk and struggle with you in
promoting gender equality until justice becomes the destiny of all!”
—Eleazar S. Fernandez, author of Burning Center, Porous Borders
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Foreword
Wendy Farley
Feminist theology defends a simple idea: women are
human beings and those things that undermine this
humanity are assaults on the divine image. Degradation
of women is not only unethical, it is, in a literal sense,
blasphemy. And yet, since the writer of the Gospel of Mary
portrayed a conflict among the disciples provoked by
Mary of Magdala’s teaching, the church has consistently
degraded women. The peace made available through the
Savior is regularly maimed by patriarchal and misogynistic attitudes, structures, and actions. The extent and
severity of this violence becomes increasingly clear to
American feminists as we engage in dialogue across
the range of humanity: our sisters in the United States
with different racial or ethnic experience and our sisters
around the world who bring to awareness something of
the beauty and suffering of our infinitely plural human
race.
It is my view that our awakening to the inconceivable
depths of the divine goodness is correlated to our exposure to the inconceivable depths of human suffering.
The essays in this volume make significant headway in
stretching our minds toward the suffering of others who
may be largely invisible to mainstream theologies: black
women whose bodies are regularly defiled and humiliated,
Korean women who are subject to shockingly high rates
of sexual violence and social marginalization, and Latina
women who urge us simply to remember them. These
viii
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meditations on Christ’s passion, continued in the suffering of women
around the globe, challenge us to connect the experiences of women
with our understanding of the fundamental teachings and doctrines of
the church.
As important as the dialogue across the globe is, this volume is
perhaps equally significant because it casts this dialogue in the context
of Christian doctrine. Because Christian thought and practice are so
radically shaped by patriarchy and misogyny, it can be easy for women
to accept both the authority and the distortions of the doctrine passively, unthinkingly, resignedly—trapped by the “bondage of the eye/I”
which makes diminishment so natural. It can be easy to turn away,
to place our hearts elsewhere—in compassionate action, in song, in
preaching—where the fluidity of understanding and the intimacy of
divine nearness might be more available. And for many, it has been
necessary to turn away altogether when Christian teachings and liturgy
seem only to reinflict the wounds one desperately seeks to heal. But we
are, as Eboni Marshall Turman so powerfully reminds us, homoousious
with Christ. We are bearers of the divine image; we are Christ-bearers
and something more is asked of us, something more is available to us
in the wonderful news of God with us. “With us,” yes, us, too: in our
beautiful bodies, our astounding spirits, our hope, our intelligence, our
suffering. We are the body of Christ and our insights into the meaning
of the Christian gospel, translated into doctrines, is incomplete and
maimed without the voices and perspectives of women from every
corner of the globe.
It is in taking-up this challenge that this volume serves the church so
well. The very fine introduction contrasts the “rock” of doctrine with the
“hard places” of diversity. Following Sharon Welch and Peter Heltzel, I
would propose another metaphor. Like jazz, doctrine provides a basic
structure that binds Christians together in a shared symbolic world. And
like jazz, doctrine is constantly revisited by generations of Christians
appropriating their faith in the wildly diverse contexts in which human
beings find themselves. The riffs on doctrine in this book reminds us
that the chord structure of our faith: Incarnation, creation, Trinity, and
sin are played by women in different settings in ways that open-up new
dimensions of meaning and depths of experience. The truth of doctrine
is both stable and living. The wonderful theologians gathered in this
volume illuminate the truth of doctrine, retaining its stability while
engaging its living and life-giving power. By reengaging our traditional
DOI: 10.1057/9781137382986.0002
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doctrines, they integrate the ancient simplicity of Christ’s promise, that
when we dwell in love we dwell in God, with a feminist attention to
theology of embodiment, mutuality, and care (as Pamela Brubaker summarizes it). I hope you share my pleasure in entering into their profound
and compassionate song.
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