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Series Editor’s Preface

Concerns about the potential environmental, social and economic
impacts of climate change have led to a major international debate over
what could and should be done to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.
There is still a scientiﬁc debate over the likely scale of climate change,
and the complex interactions between human activities and climate systems, but global average temperatures have risen and the cause is almost
certainly the observed build-up of atmospheric greenhouse gases.
Whatever we now do, there will have to be a lot of social and economic adaptation to climate change – preparing for increased ﬂooding
and other climate-related problems. However, the more fundamental
response is to try to reduce or avoid the human activities that are causing climate change. That means, primarily, trying to reduce or eliminate
the emission of greenhouse gasses from the combustion of fossil fuels.
Given that around 80 per cent of the energy used in the world at present
comes from these sources, this will be a major technological, economic
and political undertaking. It will involve reducing demand for energy
(via lifestyle choice changes – and policies enabling such choices to be
made), producing and using whatever energy we still need more efﬁciently (getting more from less), and supplying the reduced amount of
energy from non-fossil sources (basically switching over to renewables
and/or nuclear power).
Each of these options opens up a range of social, economic and environmental issues. Industrial society and modern consumer cultures have
been based on the ever-expanding use of fossil fuels, so the changes
required will inevitably be challenging. Perhaps, equally inevitable are
disagreements and conﬂicts over the merits and demerits of the various options and in relation to strategies and policies for pursuing them.
These conﬂicts and associated debates sometimes concern technical
issues, but there are usually also underlying political and ideological
commitments and agendas which shape, or at least color, the ostensibly technical debates. In particular, at times, technical assertions can be
used to buttress speciﬁc policy frameworks in ways which subsequently
prove to be ﬂawed.
The aim of this series is to provide texts which lay out the technical, environmental and political issues relating to the various proposed
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policies for responding to climate change. The focus is not primarily on the science of climate change, or on the technological detail,
although there will be accounts of the state of the art to aid the assessment of the viability of the various options. However, the main focus
is the policy conﬂicts over which strategy to pursue. The series adopts
a critical approach and attempts to identify ﬂaws in emerging policies, propositions and assertions. In particular, it seeks to illuminate
counter-intuitive assessments, conclusions and new perspectives. The
aim is not simply to map the debates but to explore their structure, their
underlying assumptions and their limitations. The texts are incisive and
authoritative sources of critical analysis and commentary, indicating
clearly the divergent views that have emerged and also identifying the
shortcomings of these views.
Conﬂicting views are certainly a common theme in the context of
the policies and processes looked at in the present text. It explores
the way in which the European Commission has made use of technical expertise to shape its climate and energy polices. The Commission
combines unelected technocratic services with a highly politicized leadership structure, and there is plenty of room for disagreement about
both the policies and the processes. This book focuses mainly on the latter, reviewing the way in which policies regarding emissions trading and
renewable energy were developed, and looking at the role of experts and
their specialist knowledge. As is argued in the text, in technocratic politics, knowledge is used strategically to justify positions in an allegedly
depoliticized arena, but in practice there is also a strong bargaining
element, with knowledge serving as an argumentative weapon that legitimizes the position, interest and preferences of political actors. Given
that the Commission is part of, and linked to, the wider ‘melting pot
of national and supranational government systems’, it is certainly helpful to try to disentangle and analyze the politics of knowledge within
an institution that ultimately proposes policies in the European Union,
and this book offers some fascinating political science insights into and
analysis of the processes and their limitations.
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indebted to Prof. Michael Kreile (HU Berlin), Prof. Tanja Börzel (FU
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