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Series Editors’ Preface

The remit of the Palgrave Macmillan Studies in Family and Intimate Life
series is to publish major texts, monographs and edited collections
focusing broadly on the sociological exploration of intimate relationships and family organization. As editors we think such a series is timely.
Expectations, commitments and practices have changed signiﬁcantly in
intimate relationships and family life in recent decades. This is very
apparent in patterns of family formation and dissolution, demonstrated
by trends in cohabitation, marriage and divorce. Changes in household
living patterns over the last 20 years have also been marked, with more
people living alone, adult children living longer in the parental home
and more ‘non-family’ households being formed. Furthermore, there
have been important shifts in the ways people construct intimate relationships. There are few comfortable certainties about the best ways of
being a family man or woman, with once-conventional gender roles
no longer being widely accepted. The normative connection between
sexual relationships and marriage or marriage-like relationships is also
less powerful than it once was. Not only is greater sexual experimentation accepted, but it is now accepted at an earlier age. Moreover,
heterosexuality is no longer the only mode of sexual relationship given
legitimacy. In Britain as elsewhere, gay male and lesbian partnerships
are now socially and legally endorsed to a degree hardly imaginable in
the mid-twentieth century. Increases in lone-parent families, the rapid
growth of different types of stepfamily, the de-stigmatization of births
outside marriage and the rise in couples ‘living-apart-together’ all provide further examples of the ways that ‘being a couple’, ‘being a parent’
and ‘being a family’ have diversiﬁed in recent years.
The fact that change in family life and intimate relationships has
been so pervasive has resulted in renewed research interest from sociologists and other scholars. Increasing amounts of public funding have
been directed to family research in recent years, in terms of both individual projects and the creation of family research centres of different
hues. This research activity has been accompanied by the publication of
some very important and inﬂuential books exploring different aspects
of shifting family experience, in Britain and elsewhere. The Palgrave
Macmillan Studies in Family and Intimate Life series hopes to add to this
viii
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list of inﬂuential research-based texts, thereby contributing to existing
knowledge and informing current debates. Our main audience consists
of academics and advanced students, though we intend that the books
in the series will be accessible to a more general readership who wish to
understand better the changing nature of contemporary family life and
personal relationships.
We see the remit of the series as wide. The concept of ‘family and
intimate life’ is interpreted in a broad fashion. While the focus of
the series is clearly sociological, we take family and intimacy as being
inclusive rather than exclusive. The series covers a range of topics
concerned with family practices and experiences, including, for example, partnership; marriage; parenting; domestic arrangements; kinship;
demographic change; intergenerational ties; life-course transitions; stepfamilies; gay and lesbian relationships; lone-parent households; and also
non-familial intimate relationships such as friendships. We also wish to
foster comparative research, as well as research on under-studied populations. The series includes different forms of book. Most are theoretical
or empirical monographs on particular substantive topics, though some
may also have a strong methodological focus. In addition, we see edited
collections as also falling within the series’ remit, as well as translations
of signiﬁcant publications in other languages. Finally we intend that
the series has an international appeal, in terms of both topics covered
and authorship. Our goal is for the series to provide a forum for family
sociologists conducting research in various societies, and not solely in
Britain.
Graham Allan, Lynn Jamieson and David Morgan
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