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The New Urban Atlantic is a new series of monographs, texts, and essay
collections focusing on urban, Atlantic, and hemispheric studies. Distinct
from the nation-state mentality, the Atlantic world has been from colonial
times a fluid international entity, including multiple Atlantic systems such
as the triangle trade and the cacao trade that extended globally. The series
is distinct in three prime ways: First, it offers a multidisciplinary,
multicultural, broadly historical and urban focus. Second, it extends the
geographical boundaries from an Old World/New World binary to the
entire Atlantic rim, the arctics, and to exchanges between continents other
than Europe and North America. Third, it emphasizes the Atlantic World
as distinct from the nation-states that participate in it. Ultimately, The New
Urban Atlantic series challenges the conventional boundaries of the field by
presenting the Atlantic World as an evolving reality.
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S

ince its inception, the study of the Atlantic World has been premised on the important advances in sixteenth-century technology
that made transatlantic voyages possible. Colonization of the North
American coast, the establishment of plantations in the Caribbean,
European adoption of African slave trade practices, and the subsequent triangle trade network have formed the mainstay of this field.
The New Urban Atlantic series adds to this set of interests by focusing on the cities (both persistent and failed) that have functioned
as important nodal points for Atlantic financial, trade, diplomatic,
and cultural networks. Attention to Atlantic cities, the frameworks
that identify their similarities and connections both synchronically
and diachronically, and their divergences from such norms expands
research opportunities by allowing new questions to be asked and
new problems to be posed.
Methodologically, the books in The New Urban Atlantic series
will engage the interdisciplinary fields of literature and cultural history, with the historical framed by the longue durée of geophysical realities, the environment, and changes in that environment
that have impacted human experience, and the cultural construed
as the representational forms and systems that arose out of Atlantic
rim interaction. Within this historiocultural framework, the urban
is meant to encompass both coastal and riverine settlements wherever large tributaries provided access to Atlantic commerce in all its
senses. Another methodological feature of the series is the attention,
wherever possible, to indigenous and Western immigrant cultures in
dynamic and multidirectional relations with each other, as well as
with preexisting histories of coastal and riverine trade and political
and social networks on all four continents and Caribbean islands, to
produce a new cultural arena—the Atlantic World. In consequence
of both these attributes, the historiocultural framework, and attention to multicultural interaction, individual volumes in the series will
contribute to its broad purpose of bringing precontact and colonial
cultural history in conversation with work on the modern era, and
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with today’s contemporary mediations of sociocultural, environmental, economic, and technological challenges to the Atlantic World.
In addition to an extended historical perimeter of inquiry, The New
Urban Atlantic series is framed by hemispheric interactivity in cultural
networks, trade networks, and global commerce in goods, ideas, and
peoples. Of utmost importance to this conception of Atlanticism, as
the series’ second methodological feature underscores, are interactions
and exchanges among indigenous and immigrant peoples in both
hemispheres, and the mutual histories these engagements produced.
Although contributions of British and Dutch colonizing projects continue to inform understandings of Atlantic systems, these must be
seen in relation to Spanish and Portuguese imperial projects, as well
as other culturally conditioned contacts and engagements. Moreover,
if the Atlantic World is an ongoing yet changeable locus of systems,
networks, and identities across and between two hemispheres and four
continents, it is furthermore constituted as a system within the larger
framework of world systems and is thus always in dialogue with global
networks, especially in terms of trade and technological circuits.
Books in The New Urban Atlantic series will treat the Atlantic
World as a still-ongoing reality that distinguishes the Atlantic rim
by its shared concerns and maritime-oriented identity. Cities such
as Halifax, Montreal, Albany, Boston, New Bedford, New York,
Cahokia, Charleston, Mexico City, Santo Domingo, Rio de Janeiro,
Dakar, Lisbon, Amsterdam, Liverpool, or Copenhagen may be
defined according to many local, regional, and national factors but are
also conditioned by their geographic location on the edge of a great
ocean or with riverine access to it. Whatever other economic, social,
or cultural patterns of exchange in which they are hubs, such cities are
also characterized by particular relationships that are best understood
as part of Atlantic systems. In this sense, through a focus on cities, The
New Urban Atlantic series can also foreground urban effects on the
environment for both land and ocean ecologies. The transplantation of
botanical specimens, importation of livestock, changes in agricultural
techniques on city perimeters, and fouling of waterways are just some
of the ways in which the Old World-New World interactions have had
profound and continuing effects on the Atlantic World. These continued effects influence global environmental activity just as the Atlantic
World has been and continues to be conditioned by that activity.
SERIES EDITOR : ELIZABETH FAY
University of Massachusetts Boston
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