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As Cinematographer

1983 One and Eight

•	 China Best Cinematography Award

1984 Yellow Earth

•	 Best Cinematography Award in the 5th China Golden Rooster Film 
Awards

•	 Best Cinematography Award in the 7th Film Festival des Trois 
Continents

•	 Oriental Kodak Best Production Technique Award in the 5th 
Hawaii International Film Festival

1986 The Big Parade

As Actor

1987 Old Well

•	 Best Actor Award in the 2nd Tokyo International Film Festival
•	 Best Actor in the 8th Golden Rooster Awards
•	 Best Actor in the 11th Hundred Flowers Awards

1989 Fight and Love with a Terracotta Warrior
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As Director

1987 Red Sorghum

•	 Best Feature Film Golden Bear Prize at the 38th West Berlin 
International Film Festival

•	 Best Feature Film Award in the 8th China Golden Rooster Film 
Awards

•	 Best Feature Film Award in the 11th Hundred Flowers Film Awards
•	 Government Prize from Radio, Film and Television Ministry
•	 Top Ten Chinese Language Film at the 8th Hong Kong 

International Film Festival
•	 Great Atlas Gold Prize for Directors at the 1st Morocco Marrakech 

International Film and Television Festival
•	 Radio Broadcast Station Young Audience Committee Best Picture 

Award at 16th Brussels International Film Festival
•	S ilver Panda Prize at the 5th Montpellier International Film Festival 

in France
•	 Democratic Germany Film Association Annual Nomination Prize

1988 Codename Cougar (co-directed with Yang Fengliang)
1990 Ju Dou (co-directed with Yang Fengliang)

•	 1st Luis Bunuel Special Award of the 43rd Cannes Film Festival
•	N ominated by the 63rd Academy Awards as the Best Foreign 

Language Film
•	 Golden Fringe Award and the Audience Choice Best Picture Award 

of the 35th Valladolid International Film Festival in Spain
•	 Golden Hugo Award at the Chicago International Film Festival
•	 Top Ten Chinese Language Film in the 9th Hong Kong Film 

Awards

1991 Raise the Red Lantern

•	 Top Ten Chinese Language Film in the 10th Hong Kong Film 
Awards

•	N ominated by the 64th Academy Awards as the Best Foreign 
Language Film; Silver Lion Award; International Critics Association 
Award; Catholic Critics Association Award; Kingery Styling Special 
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Award; Avila Notalia Special Award at the 48th Venice International 
Film Festival

•	 Best Foreign Picture Award in the Italy National Oscar Award 
(David Award)

•	 First Prize in the Milan Film Association’s Audience Choice Best 
Foreign Language Film of the Year

•	 Best Foreign Picture Award in the British National Film Oscar Award

1992 The Story of Qiu Ju

•	 Golden Lion Award at the 49th Venice International Film Festival
•	 Best Picture Award in the 15th Hundred Flowers Film Awards
•	 Golden Deer Winner at the 1st Changchun Film Festival
•	 Best Picture in the 13th Golden Rooster Awards
•	 Government Prize from Radio, Film and Television Ministry
•	 Top Ten Chinese Language Film in the 12th Hong Kong Film 

Awards

1994 To Live

•	 Jury Prize and Humanitarian Award at the 47th Cannes Film 
Festival

•	 Best Foreign Picture Award from the American Critics Association
•	 Best Foreign Picture Award from the Los Angeles Critics 

Association
•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination from the American Golden Globe 

Awards
•	 Best Foreign Picture from the British National Oscar Awards
•	 Top Ten Chinese Language Film in the 13th Hong Kong Film 

Awards

1995 Shanghai Triad

•	 Best Technique Award at the 48th Cannes Film Festival
•	 Best Foreign Picture Award from the American Critics Association
•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination from the American Golden Globe 

Awards
•	N umber 1 in the World’s Best Ten Films (of the year) voted by the 

New York Film Magazine
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1997 Keep Cool
1998 Not One Less

•	 Golden Lion at the 56th Venice Film Festival
•	 Best “Children and Film” Film Award from Catholic Critics
•	 Best Picture Award from UNESCO
•	 Best Picture Award from the Italian magazine Cinema
•	 Best Feature Film Award and Best Director Award from the 5th 

China Government Awards
•	 Best Director Award from the 19th China Golden Rooster Film 

Awards
•	 Best Feature Film Award from the 22nd Hundred Flowers Film 

Awards
•	 Best Feature Film Award from the 6th Beijing University Students 

Film Festival
•	 Best Picture from the 23rd Brazil St. Paul International Film 

Festival (Audience Choice)
•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination from the 1999 European Film Awards
•	 Best International Film from the US Film Organization of Young 

Artist Awards

1999 The Road Home

•	 Jury Prize—Silver Bear Prize and Humanitarian Award from the 
Catholic and Christian at the 50th Berlin International Film Festival

•	 Buck Prize from the Italian Film Critics Association and Italian 
Journalist Association

•	 Best Picture Award in the 6th Chinese Government Awards
•	 Best Feature Film Award and Best Director Award in the 20th 

Golden Rooster Film Awards
•	 Best Feature Film Award in the 23rd Hundred Flowers Film 

Awards
•	 World Audience Choice Award at the 2001 America Sundance Film 

Festival
•	 Best Picture Award at the 19th Iran International Film Festival

2000 Happy Times

•	 Jury Prize and Silver Prize at the Valladolid International Film 
Festival in Spain
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2002 Hero

•	 Alfred Bault Special Innovation Award at the 53rd Berlin 
International Film Festival

•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination in the 60th American Golden 
Globe Awards

•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination in the 75th Academy Awards
•	S pecial Value Film by the German FBW
•	 Best Feature Film Award in the 26th Hundred Flowers Film Awards
•	 Best Achievement and Best Visual Effect at the China College 

Student Film Festival
•	 Best Co-Production Award and Special Achievement Award in the 

9th Chinese Government Awards
•	 Best Co-Production Award and Best Director Award in the 23rd 

Golden Rooster Film Awards
•	 Best Foreign-Language Film in the Seattle Film Critics Awards
•	 TIME’s best film of the year
•	 BBC’s ten best film of the year

2004 House of Flying Daggers

•	M arket Initiation Award and Excellent Film Technique Award from 
the 11th China Government Awards

•	 Outstanding Contribution Award from American Art Directors 
Association

•	 Best Director Award from the American Critics Association
•	 Best Foreign Picture nomination from the 62nd American Golden 

Globe Awards
•	N ine nominations from the British Academy Awards
•	 Best Foreign Language Film in the 30th Los Angeles Film Critics 

Association Awards
•	 Best Foreign Language Film (nominated) in the Gold Derby Awards
•	 Best Director in the Boston Society of Film Critics Awards
•	 Top Ten Film of 2004 by film critics of Associated Press
•	 TIME’s Best Film of the year
•	 Best Foreign-Language Film in the American Broadcast Film Critics 

Association Awards
•	N ominations for Best Film of the Year, Best Director of the Year, 

and Best Foreign language film of the Year by London Critics' 
Circle Film Awards
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•	 BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language
•	 Best Visual Effects in the Satellite Awards

2005 Riding Alone for Thousands of Miles

•	 Excellent Feature Film Award in the 12th China Government 
Awards

•	 Best Asian Film in the 26th Hong Kong Film Awards

2006 Curse of the Golden Flower

•	N ominations of Best Film and Best Director from the 26th Hong 
Kong Film Awards

2009 A Simple Noodle Story

•	 Ranked 3rd on the 1st Best Chinese-Language Film Golden List

2010 Under the Hawthorn Tree

•	 Best Feature Film Award in the 14th China Government Awards
•	N omination of Best Asian Film in the 30th Hong Kong Film 

Awards

2011 The Flowers of War

•	 Best film of the year in the 1st Vision Awards
•	N omination of Best Foreign Language Film in the 69th Golden 

Globe Awards
•	N ominated by Denver Film Critics Society as the Best Foreign 

Language Film
•	 Best Feature Film and Best Director in the Asian Film Awards

2014 Coming Home

•	 Best Director at the FIRST Youth Film Exhibition
•	 Best Picture at the 6th Macau International Movie Festival

2016 The Great Wall
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Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 
(1969), 48

C
Chen Haosu, 13, 14
Chen Kaige, 37, 41, 44, 50, 51, 76, 

77
“Chinese elements”, 116
Chiung Yao (Qiong Yao), 48
City of Life and Death (2008), 64, 

66
Classic Hollywood narrative, 25
Codename Cougar (1988)

(absence of) familial conflicts in, 25
action in, 26
as a generic hybrid, 21
big context of, 9
masculinity in, 23, 25
nationalism in, 43
plotline of, 22
soundtrack of, 22
Zhang Yimou on, 5, 9, 16, 18

Coming Home (2014), 9, 10, 22, 50
Co-production, 6, 7, 57, 58, 116, 

120.See also Runaway film

Index

A
Aftershock (2009), 37
Ancient Tea Horse Road, 94, 95, 109
Ashima (1964), 91
Asian aesthetics, 57, 74. See also 

Orientalist
Assembly (2007), 37

B
Bale, Cristian, 66, 117
Banquet, The (2006), 37, 77
Battleship Potemkin (1925), 69
Beijing Film Academy, 1, 4, 5, 42–44, 

59
2008 Beijing Olympic Opening 

Ceremony, 42
“Big pictures”, 37, 66, 76, 77
Bird’s Nest Stadium, 117
Black Sun:

The Nanking Massacre (1995), 64
Bloody Testimony to Massacring 

Nanking (1987), 64, 65
Bong Joon-ho, 117, 118
Bonnie and Clyde (1967), 48
Breakin’ (1984), 15
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Fifth Generation, 9, 10, 12, 16, 18, 
22, 29, 41, 51, 109

First Blood (1982), 23
Five Golden Flowers (1959), 91
Flowers of the War (2011)

aesthetic style of, 7, 65, 71, 74
narrative construction of, 68
plotline of
theme of, 66, 70, 75

G
Garrison’s Guerrillas (1967–1968), 14
“Global blockbuster movie”, 115, 118
Gong Li, 22, 27
Great Wall, The (2016), 38, 58, 96, 

115–118, 120
G 20 Summit Evening Gala (2016), 85

H
Happy Times (2000), 46
“Heirs of the Dragon” (song), 29
Hero (2002)

box-office success of, 25, 118
plotline of, 59
spirit of chivalry in, 40

“High concept” (movies), 66, 73
Hollywood

influence on Chinese film, 15, 25, 
27, 36, 53, 59, 63, 78, 79, 115

Hollywood model, 66, 116
Host, The (2006), 1, 117, 118
House of Flying Daggers (2004)

plotline of, 6
youthful rebellion in, 51
youthful romance in, 48

Hu Jintao, 105, 111
Hu Mei, 16, 22
Huang Jianxin, 16

Cowherd’s Flute (animation film, 
1963), 93

Cowherd’s Flute, The (piano music, 
1934), 93

Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon 
(2000), 37

Cultural Revolution, 43, 44, 50, 53, 
59, 63–65

Curse of the Golden Flower (2006)
plotline of, 6
theme of, 35, 36, 51, 77

D
Damon, Matt, 10, 117, 118
Delamu (2003), 109
Deng Xiaoping, 4, 19, 59, 64
Desperate Songstress (1988), 15
Die Hard (1988), action spectacle in

familial conflicts in, 24, 25
plotline of, 25

Dirty Harry (1971), 22

E
Eighteen Years in the Enemy’s Camp 

(1981), 14
Emperor and the Assassin, The (1998), 

41, 51
Emperor’s Shadow, The (1996), 41, 51
Empire of the Son (1987), 66
“entertainment films”

controversy over, 12
dialogues on, 12

“evening song from a fishing boat”, 93

F
Fan Yue, 86, 103
Farewell My Concubine (1993), 50
Feng Xiaogang, 76, 77
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I
Impression Dahongpao, 86, 100, 107
Impression Hainan Island, 108
Impression Lijiang, 86, 95
Impression Liu Sanjie, 86, 92, 94, 105
Impression Putuo, 103
Impression West Lake, 86, 97, 98
Industrial Light & Magic, 117
Inglorious Bastards (2009), 75
Initial D (2005), 52

J
Jackson, Michael, 15, 22
Jay Chou (Zhou Jielun), 52, 55
“Jiangnan Style”, 97
Jia Zhangke, 15. See also Breakin
Joint Security Area (2000), 20
Judou (1990), 28, 51, 58, 74, 89, 107

K
Keep Cool (1997), 37, 45
Kill Bill (2003), 75
King of the Children (1987), 77
Kipling, Rudyard, 120
Kitarȏ (Masanori Takahashi), 99
Kracauer, Siegfried, 2, 110, 111

L
Lang, Fritz, 2. See also Metropolis
Last Frenzy (1987), 22.See also Zhou 

Xiaowen
Last Frenzy, 22
Life on a String (1991), 77
Liu Sanjie (film, 1961), 92
Liu Sanjie (the legend), 97
Looking for a Real Man (1986), 29
Lu Xun, 24
Luo Dayou, 22

M
Man Hunt (aka When You Cross a 

River of Rage 1976), 23, 57, 59, 
61, 62. See also Takakura Ken

Man from Atlantis (1977–1978), 14
“Mark’s Glasses”, 14
Martial arts film, 6, 38, 39, 41
“Mass ornament”, the, 2
Mehta, Zubin, 57
Metropolis (1927), 2, 119
Mist over Fairy Peak (1980), 15
“Mountain-and-water” performance, 

91
Mo Yan, 46
Muddy River (1981), 60
Mysterious Buddha, 12. See also Zhang 

Huaxun

N
Nanjing Massacre, 64–66, 74
Nanking 1937 (1996), 65
New Era, 11
North by Northwest (1959), 61
Not One Less (1998), 37

O
One and Eight (1983), 12, 44, 88
Orientalist, 57. See also Asian aesthetics

P
Painting with poetry, 87. See also 

Poetry within painting
Poetic Remarks in the Human World, 

91. See also Wang Guowei
Poetry within painting, 87.See also 

Painting with poetry
Popular Cinema (journal), 14
Promise, The (2005), 37, 77
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Q
Qixia Temple 1937 (2005), 64, 65

R
Raise the Red Lantern (1991), 74, 89, 

107
Rashomon (1950), 60, 79
Rebel without a Cause (1955), 44, 45
Red Sorghum (1987), 18, 22, 23, 40, 

45, 48, 60, 89, 95
Riding Alone for Thousands of Miles 

(2006)
narrative conflicts of, 6
plotline of, 6

Road Home, The (1999), 37, 46, 60, 89
“Runaway film”, 116

S
Sandakan 8 (1974), 15, 59
Saving Private Ryan (1998)

aesthetic style of, 68
narrative construction of, 67

Shanghai Triad (1995), 45
Shangri-la, 94, 108
Shao Mujun, 13
Shiri (1999), 20
Spielberg, Steven, 66, 80
Stagecoach (1939), 22
Stallone, Sylvester, 5, 23. See also First 

Blood
Story of Qiu Ju, The (1992), 45

T
Takakura, Ken, 5, 23, 59–61
Taotie (Chinese monster), 116
Tarantino, Quentin, 75
Teng Wenji, 12, 22
“Three links” (between mainland 

China and Taiwan), 19

Tian Zhuangzhuang, 12, 16, 109
Tiller Girls, the, 2
To Live (1994), 45, 55
Turandot (opera), 45, 57, 58, 79

U
Universum-Film Aktiengesellschaft 

(UFA), 119

W
Wang Chaoge, 86, 102, 103, 106–107, 

111
Wang Guowei, 91, 92, 94, 97
Wenyipian, 3, 9, 61, 63
Weta Workshop, 117
“Whitewashing”, 117
Wild One, The (1953), 44
Wong Karwai, 77, 91
World Trade Organization, 37, 80
Wu Ziniu, 12, 16, 64

Y
Ye Jianying, 19
Yellow Earth (1984), 12, 44, 45, 60, 

73, 77, 88. See also Chen Kaige
Yijing

definition of, 86

Z
Zhang Huaxun, 12, 13
Zhang Huijun, 5, 18
Zhang Junzhao, 12, 16, 44
Zhang Yimou

and light-and-sound spectacle, 85
as sent-down youth, 1, 5
at Beijing Film Academy, 1

Zhou Xiaowen, 16, 22, 41, 51
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