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Table A.1: All drug addicts1 notified to the Home Office by prison
medical officers by addict status 1981–96

New drug % of all Renotified % of all All drug % of 
addicts notifications2 drug notifications addicts all 

addicts3 notified notifications

19814 320 14 — — — —
1982 322 12 — — — —
1983 472 11 — — — —
1984 819 15 — — — —
1985 1 138 18 — — — —
1986 1 102 21 — — — —
1987 685 15 653 11 1 338 12
1988 689 13 622 9 1 311 10
1989 624 11 535 6 1 159 8
1990 730 11 690 6 1 420 8
1991 955 12 792 6 1 747 8
1992 1 268 13 1 318 9 2 586 10
1993 1 941 17 1 823 11 3 764 13
1994 2 080 15 1 843 9 3 923 12
1995 2 602 18 2 464 11 5 066 14
1996 3 665 20 3 269 13 6 934 16

Sources: Home Office Statistical Bulletins, Issues 6/92, 15/93, 10/94,17/95, 15/96, 22/97,
‘Statistics of Drug Addicts Notified to the Home Office, United Kingdom’, Tables 8a and 8b.
Notes: (1) The statistics relate to notifications under the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1973,
which required doctors up until 30 April 1997 to send the details of people they
considered to have been addicted to any of the following 14 controlled drugs to the Chief
Medical Officer at the Home Office: cocaine, dextromoramide, diamorphine (heroin),
dipipanone (Diconal), hydrocodone, hydromorphone, levorphanol, methadone
(Physeptone), morphine, opium, oxycodone, pethidine, phenazoncine, and piritramide.
(2) The other sources of notifications include general medical practitioners, police
surgeons, and hospitals/treatment centres. (3) Full data on renotified addicts are available
for the years 1987 onwards. (4) Data on notifications by prison medical officers is only
available for the years 1981 onwards.
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Table A.2: Drug offenders and custodial sentences 1980–2000

Year Number of persons found Number Average sentence 
guilty, cautioned or sentenced to length (months)
dealt with by compounding immediate 
for drugs offences1 custody

1980 17 158 1 676 15.8
1981 17 921 1 931 17.0
1982 20 356 2 248 15.4
1983 23 442 2 819 17.9
1984 25 240 3 694 18.8
1985 26 958 4 535 19.2
1986 23 905 3 928 19.8
1987 26 278 3 939 20.9
1988 30 515 3 523 21.3
1989 38 415 3 855 23.6
1990 44 922 3 402 23.9
1991 47 616 3 268 21.6
1992 48 927 3 366 24.0
1993 68 480 4 835 23.3
1994 85 691 5 596 20.8
1995 93 631 7 086 21.1
1996 95 198 8 788 21.2
1997 114 627 10 580 22.8
1998 130 503 11 052 17.7
1999 120 777 11 428 20.2
2000 103 540 9 386 19.6

Source: Home Office Statistical Bulletins, Issues 18/84, 25/88, 10/98, 4/02, ‘Statistics of
Drugs Seizures and Offenders Dealt With. United Kingdom’.
Notes: (1) Drug offences include unlawful possession and trafficking (unlawful production
of drugs other than cannabis, unlawful supply, possession with intent to supply
unlawfully and unlawful import and export).
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Table A.3: Number of new and renotified drug addicts1 notified to the
Home Office and percentages addicted to heroin 1980–96 

New drug % Renotified % All drug % addicted 
Addicts addicted Drug addicted addicts to heroin

to heroin2 addicts3 to heroin notified

1980 1 600 72 — — — —
1981 2 248 74 — — — —
1982 2 793 76 — — — —
1983 4 186 66 — — — —
1984 5 415 91 — — — —
1985 6 409 93 — — — —
1986 5 325 91 — — — —
1987 4 593 89 6 123 83 10 716 86
1988 5 212 89 7 432 83 12 644 85
1989 5 639 87 9 146 83 14 785 84
1990 6 923 84 10 832 80 17 755 82
1991 8 007 79 12 813 68 20 820 72
1992 9 663 79 15 040 62 24 703 69
1993 11 561 78 16 415 60 27 976 68
1994 13 469 78 20 483 57 33 952 66
1995 14 735 79 22 429 58 37 164 66
1996 18 281 84 25 091 61 43 372 70

Sources: Home Office Statistical Bulletins, Issues 18/83, 25/88, 6/92, 10/94, 17/95, 15/96,
22/97, ‘Statistics of Drug Addicts Notified to the Home Office, United Kingdom’.
Notes: (1) The statistics relate to notifications under the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 1973,
which required doctors up until 30 April 1997 to send the details of people they
considered to have been addicted to any of the following 14 controlled drugs to the Chief
Medical Officer at the Home Office: cocaine, dextromoramide, diamorphine (heroin),
dipipanone (Diconal), hydrocodone, hydromorphone, levorphanol, methadone
(Physeptone), morphine, opium, oxycodone, pethidine, phenazoncine, and piritramide.
(2) Heroin addicts can be addicted to other drugs. (3) Full data on renotified addicts are
available for the years 1987 onwards.
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Table A.4: Annual average1 population in Prison Service establishments
in England and Wales by sex 1975–2000

Year Males Females Total

1975 36 601 1 219 37 820
1976 40 161 1 282 41 443
1977 40 212 1 358 41 570
1978 40 409 1 387 41 796
1979 40 762 1 458 42 220
1980 40 748 1 516 42 264
1981 41 904 1 407 43 311
1982 42 381 1 326 43 707
1983 42 072 1 390 43 462
1984 41 822 1 473 43 295
1985 44 701 1 532 46 233
1986 45 163 1 607 46 770
1987 46 722 1 704 48 426
1988 47 113 1 759 48 872
1989 46 736 1 764 48 500
1990 43 378 1 597 44 975
1991 43 250 1 559 44 809
1992 43 157 1 562 44 719
1993 42 991 1 561 44 552
1994 46 810 1 811 48 621
1995 48 983 1 979 50 962
1996 53 019 2 262 55 281
1997 58 439 2 675 61 114
1998 62 194 3 105 65 298
1999 61 523 3 247 64 771
2000 61 252 3 350 64 602

Sources: Home Office, Prison Statistics, England and Wales 1985, 1989, 1994, 2000.
Notes: (1) Figures on the prison population are based on counts of prisoners at Prison
Service establishments. These counts are usually made on the last day of the month. The
annual average population is an average for the monthly returns.
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