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Eimer & Senter (1968) seem to equate their “wild rats™ (pack
rats) with the “fierce, aggressive” wild Norway rats used by
Richter (1957). In extensive work with four species of Neotoma
we have found pack rats far less fierce and aggressive (e.g., easier
to handle) than wild Norway rats. More important, pack rats have
greater fluid intake needs than Norway rats (Schmidt-Nielsen,
1964). Although pack rats generally weigh less than Norway rats,
the water intake of the former may be twice that of the latter
(Boice, 1967). Thus Eimer and Senter’s conclusion that greater
alcohol intake in domestic Norway rats. . . *‘is not surprising since
the domestic rats were heavier than were the wild rats”. .. (p.
319) does not follow from previous research.

Eimer and Senter also not that... “wild rats in contrast to
domestic rats have large adrenal glands” (p. 320). This inter-
pretation of drinking behavior in pack rats is indeed “tentative”

Table 1
Adrenal Weights
Mean of both Mean body

Species N adrenals (g) weight (g)
R. norvegicus 4 0.020 3756

(albino)
R. norvegicus 4 0.033 3309

(brown domestic)
R. norvegicus 4 0.049 311.8

(wild)
N. floridana 2 0.025 270.1

Psychon. Sci., 1968, Vol. 12 (3)

since it is apparently based on research with Norway rats (e.g.,
Robinson, 1965). Adrenals from our two most fierce and
aggressive pack rats (Neotoma floridana) are more similar in size
per body weight to domestic than to wild Norway rats (Table 1).
Perhaps Eimer and Senter are referring to adrenal size relative to
that of domestic pack rats. Pack rats, however, are not commonly
bred in the laboratory (Ecosque, 1957).

It would seem that Eimer and Senter’s aim to. .. “investigate
more systematically the observation made by Richter” (p. 319). ..
would be better accomplished with wild Norway rats. Wild
Norway rats are actually easier to capture than pack rats. Trap
placements in an active land-fill where the Norway rats are not
neophobic usually results in a capture within 15 min. Of a variety
of rodents tested in our laboratory, incidentally, we have had most
success in inducing wood chucks (Marmota monax) to ingest
alcoholic beverages.
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