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Eimer & Senter (1968) seem to' equate their "wild rats" (pack 
rats) with the "fierce, aggressive" wild NDrway rats used by 
Richter (1957). In extensive wDrk with fDur species Df NeotomLl 
we have fDUnd pack rats far less fierce and aggressive (e.g., easier 
to' handle) than wild NDrway rats. MDre impDrtant, pack rats have 
greater fluid intake needs than NDrway rats (Schmidt-Nielsen, 
1964). AlthDugh pack rats generally weigh less than NDrway rats, 
the water intake Df the former may be twice that Df the latter 
(BDice, 1967). Thus Eimer and Senter's cDnclusiDn that greater 
alcDhDI intake in dDmestic NDrway rats ... "is nDt surprising since 
the dDmestic rats were heavier than were the wild rats" ... (p. 
319) dDes nDt fDllow from previDus research. 

Eimer and Senter also nDt that... "wild rats in CQntrast to' 
dQmestic rats have large adrenal glands" (p. 320). This inter
pretatiQn Qf drinking behaviQr in pack rats is indeed "tentative" 

Species 

R. norvegicus 
(albino) 

R. norvegicu~ 
(brown domes! ic) 

R. norvegicus 
(wild) 

N. jlortdano 

Table I 
Adrenal Weights 

Mean of both 
N adrenals (g) 

4 0.020 

4 0.033 

4 0.049 

2 0.025 

Psycholl. Sci .. 1968. Vol. 120) 

Mean body 
weight (g) 

375.6 

330.9 

311.8 

270.1 

since it is apparently based Qn research with NQrway rats (e.g., 
Robinson, 1965). Adrenals frQm Qur twO' mQst fierce and 
aggressive pack rats (Neotoma jloridana) are mDre similar in size 
per bQdy weight to' dDmestic than to' wild NQrway rats (Table I). 
Perhaps Eimer and Senter are referring to' adrenal size relative to' 
that Qf dQmestic pack rats. Pack rats, hQwever, are nQt commonly 
bred in the labDratQry (EcQsque, 1957). 

It WQuid seem that Eimer and Senter's aim to' ... "investigate 
mQre systematically the QbseTllatiQn made by Richter" (p. 319) ... 
WQuid be better accQmplished with wild NQrway rats. Wild 
NQrway rats are actually easier to' capture than pack rats. Trap 
placements in an active land-fill where the Norway rats are nQt 
neQphQbic usually results in a capture within 15 min. Of a variety 
QfrQdents tested in Qur labQratQry, incidentally, we have had mQst 
success in inducing WQQd chucks (Marmota monax) to' ingest 
alcQhQlic beverages. 
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