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In their comment on the paper by B. M. Rabin and J. S.
Rabin (1984), Buresova and Bures (1986) suggest that the
reported controversy concerning whether or not an LiCI
inducedtaste aversion can be acquired by anesthetized rats
is more apparent than real. On the basis of the additional
information included in their note, indicating that the rats
in their Experiment 1 were anesthetized immediately af
ter drinking the CS and maintained under anesthesia while
receiving the LiCI injection, we would certainly concur
with that conclusion.

However, nowhere in the original description of their
Experiment 1 do Buresova and Bures (1977) indicate that
their rats were anesthetized when the LiCI was ad
ministered. Rather, they simply state that the rats were
maintained under anesthesia for the 5-h CS-US interval,
a procedure similar to that used by Rozin and Ree (1972).
The manner in which Buresova and Bures (1977)
described their procedure, particularly when combined
with the procedural diagram presented in their Figure I,
suggests that the LiCI was not administered until the rats
had recovered from the anesthetic. This interpretation is
strengthened by the fact that in their discussion of the
results they refer to the results reported by Rozin and Ree
(1972), who administered both CS and US to awake
animals, but fail to mention any similarity between their
results and those obtained by Roll and Smith (1972). As
a result, we did not cite Buresova and Bures's Experi
ment 1 because, given the description, it did not appear
to be relevant.

Similarly, we chose to reference only the papers that
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specifically dealt with the role of anesthetics on the ac
quisition of a taste aversion. The paper by Millner and
Palfai (1975) was omitted because of several procedural
difficulties that confound the interpretation of the results
as they relate to the use of Nembutal. First, in the only
Nembutal group, which was included only as a control
group for the metrazol treatments, the anesthetic was ad
ministered immediately after the LiCI, so that there is a
possibility that the rats did experience the US before the
anesthetic took complete effect. Second, since the adminis
tration of Nembutal can cause a CTA (Rabin & Rabin,
unpublished results), it is not clear whether the results
obtained with Nembutal by Millner and Palfai resulted
from the LiCI or Nembutal injection.

In summary, our report (Rabin & Rabin, 1984) of
potentially conflicting fmdings concerning the effects of
anesthesia on the acquisition of radiation- and LiCI
induced taste aversions was based upon the published

.record, and what now appears to be an incomplete descrip
tion ofBuresova and Bures (1977) methods. On the basis
of the additional procedural information provided by
Buresova and Bures (1986) in their note, we would agree
that the results of our respective studies are in accord.
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