
Editorial

As Editor of Behavior Research Methods, Instruments, and Computers, I have become in
creasingly aware of the changes that are taking place in the environment in which psychologists
and other behavioral scientists work. In my first editorial, I stated that one of my goals was to
"continue to make the journal a focal point for researchers who want to know more about the
development of methods and instrumentation in psychological research and the concomitant appli
cation of computing technology." This remains a central goal.

However, our research environment is changing. There are many facets to these changes, and
it is not my purpose to describe them all. However, some changes are particularly relevant to the
mission of this journal-increasing collaboration in research projects, increasing reliance on tech
nology in the conduct of research, and the increasing fusion of research and teaching. BRMIC
has addressed all of these in the past and will continue to do so in the future. I wish to announce
two developments in our editorial policy which embrace some of these changes.

New to the journal is a section on educational uses of information technology. In the past,
the journal has published papers dealing with the use of computers in teaching and learning. Many
of these were presentations from the annual meeting of the Society for Computers in Psychology,
The new section seeks to identify more clearly that teaching and research are inextricably bound
together, and that information technology is transforming education. The boundary between class
room and laboratory is becoming increasingly blurred, which many believe augers well for the
quality of teaching and learning and for the future of our science as well. In addition, the increas
ing use of computers and other technologies requires greater knowledge and expertise. I believe
that BRMIC can serve as an important bridge between research, technology, and learning.

Also new is the adoption ofMacPsych as the official archive for Macintosh software described
in the journal. Heretofore, authors have provided copies of software through e-mail, regular mail,
and other channels. Now, the Macintosh software described in these pages will be available through
a central source (in addition to any other methods the author may choose to offer). MacPsych is
an archive, bulletin board, and discussion list for the field of psychology and contains resources
beyond those published in BRMIC. MacPsych is an exciting development and should greatly en
hance and facilitate the ability of psychologists to interact and collaborate. Details on how to ac
cess MacPsych are given in the article by Charles Huff and Blake Sobiloff elsewhere in this issue
(page 60). We hope to establish a similar resource for IBM-compatible systems in the near future.

BRMIC continues to seek papers that respond to new and emerging technologies and metho
dologies. I welcome comments from readers on these directions and others which we might take
to lead our field forward.

N. John Castellan, Jr.
Editor
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