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It is my pleasure today to introduce our invited speaker, Joseph Sidowski. Indeed, it is a very
personal pleasure, as I have known Joe for almost 20 years in connection with the Society for
Computers in Psychology (S.C.J.P.), and also with the journal he founded and edited, Behavior
Research Methods, Instruments, & Computers (BRMIC).

First, I want to take a few minutes to highlight some of Joe's remarkable background in
psychology. Joe's career in psychology has literally spanned the country. His undergraduate degree,
with honors, came from Pomona College in California. His PhD work was done in the middle
of the country, at the University of Wisconsin, where he received his degree in 1956. As the Midwest
climate was too cold for Joe's warm personality, he took ajob in Southern California, at San Diego
State University. There he advanced from instructor to full professor in only five years. During
that time, he was active in the San Diego Human Factors Society, and became its President in
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1961. In 1969, he moved to the Sunshine State, where he joined the faculty at the University of
South Florida at Tampa, and where he remains as an active faculty member. After only two years
at the University of South Florida, Joe was named Professor of Distinction for his outstanding
teaching and research. At about the same time, he became department chair. We have all observed
Joe's outstanding administration and interpersonal skills in his roles on the S.C.I.P. Steering
Committee, as S.C.I.P. President in 1975, and as an extremely devoted and diligent editor ofBRMIC
for the past 22 years. Indeed, I can find only one fault in Joe's professional career: As editor of
BRMIC, he deleted or edited too many of my great jokes; fortunately he is not able to do so here!

Over the years, Joe has been a major contributor to psychology as a science, in terms of both
content and methodology. This transparency (Figure 1) illustrates Joe's high productivity. We see
that he has given about 100 presentations at professional conferences, has written approximately
100 articles, chapters, and technical reports, and has edited 25 books and special-purpose technical
volumes.

Joe's contributions to psychological research have been broad, with a primary focus on human
and animal learning, as suggested by the format of Figure 1. Some of that work was on infant
monkeys in Harry F. Harlow's Primate Laboratory at the University of Wisconsin; other studies
were done with college students as well as grade-school children. Sidowski has written papers about
the influences of reinforcement on two-person social interactions, verbal conditioning, eyelid
conditioning, and the role of awareness in learning. Branching out in yet other directions, Joe's
papers have dealt with discrimination reaction times, muscle action potential, motor performance,
probability discrimination, altruism and helplessness, and social attachment through fear. Although
he was once a professional baseball player, Joe published two laboratory studies on golf. Perhaps
his laboratory wasn't quite large enough to do the baseball experiments, or maybe he felt it was
preposterous as well as sinful to reduce baseball to a small set of dependent variables.

As we all know from Sidowski's role in the Computer Society and his editorship of BRMIC,
Joe has probably contributed more to the advancement of research methods and instrumentation
in psychology than any other single person during the past 40 years. As indicated in Figure 1,
he has published 48 articles on instrumentation, and edited 25 books and volumes on computers
and/or instrumentation, including our Society's conference issues. Joe's books include works on
methodology and technology for studying conditioning and learning, cognition, and even the first
published volume dedicated to the use of computers in mental health care delivery systems. He
has always been at the forefront in the use of computers in psychological research.

Perhaps most important to me and to others in this room, Joe has personally motivated a large
research community to become aware of the importance of using the best methods and instrumentation
available; and he has taught us to be aware of the problems, confoundings, and imprecisions that
occur if we do not meet such high standards. Joe has single-handedly been an inspiration and a
model to many of us in fostering concern about the interaction between research technology and
research results.

We would like to thank Joe for the hundreds of hours he has spent with S.C.I.P. as an
organization and with the scores of individuals who have learned from him, by presenting him
with a plaque commemorating those contributions. With this plaque comes a complimentary lifetime
membership in the Society for Computers in Psychology, and a promise that the New York Mafia
in Psychology, represented by yours truly, will not "con" Joe into giving any more invited addresses.
(We did use somewhat questionable means to entice him to speak at this meeting.) However, we
are always open to spontaneous offerings.

Next, I would like to put on a different hat-one representing the Psychonomic Society. In
recognition of the 22 years Joe served as editor of BRMIC, we would like to present him with
a framed display of the journal's first editorial board taken from the masthead of the first issue.
Along with this presentation comes a complimentary life-time subscription to the journal.

Now, I would like to introduce Joe Sidowski's talk for today. It is entitled: "Past, Present,
and Future of the Society for Computers in Psychology," a title that was assigned rather than chosen.




