
8 - The improved absorption profile of the microemulsion 
oral formulation of cyclosporin may avoid the need for 
intravenous administration in the early post-transplanta
tion phase, and in patients with impaired absorption due 
to biliary diversion or cholestasis.l17] This may reduce 
treatment costs. 

References 
1. Noble S, Markham A. Cyclosporin. A review of the pharmacokinetic 

properties, clinical efficacy and tolerability of a microemulsion
based formulation (Neoral~. Drugs 1995; 50 (5): 924-41 

2. Burke JF, Pirsch JD, Ramos E, et a1. Long-term efficacy and safety of 
cyclosporine in renal transplant recipients. N Engl J Med 1994; 
331: 358-63 

3. Almond PS, Matas A, Gillingham K, et a1. Risk factors for chronic 
rejection in renal allograft recipients. Transplantation 1993; 55: 
752-7 

4. Kahan BD. Cyclosporine. N Engl J Med 1989; 321: 1725-38 

5. Vonderscher J, Meinzer A. Rationale for the development of 
Sandimmune Neoral. Transplant Proc 1994 Oct; 26: 2925-7 

6. Kahan BD, Dunn J, Fitts C, et al. Reduced inter- and intrasubject 
variability in cyclosporine pharmacokinetics in renal transplant 
recipients treated with a microemu1sion formulation in 
conjunction with fasting, low-fat meals, or high-fat meals. 
Transplantation 1995 Feb 27; 59: 505-511 

7. Freeman D, Grant D, Levy G, et al. Pharmacokinetics of a new oral 
formulation of cyclosporine in liver transplant recipients. Ther 
Drug Monit 1995; 17: 213-6 

Addendum 

New data show survival advantage for 
paclitaxel combination 
Subsequent to publication of the article entitled 

Paclitaxel: a promi ing addition to the antineopla tic 
armamentarium' [Drug Ther Per pect 1995 Feb 20; 
5(3): 1-5], data have become available to answer the 
que tions posed a to whether paclitaxel would offer 
meaningful improvements in patient survival com
pared with tandard therapie for advanced ovarian 
cancer, and whether it had a place in the initial treat
ment of thi disea e. 

Results from a recent randomi ed phase III tudy 
of the Gynecologic Oncology Group provide trong 
evidence that combining paclitaxel with ci platin 
improve progression-free and overall urvival com
pared with cyclopho phamide plu ci platin a initial 
therapy in women with advanced ovarian cancer.! 1 J 
Thu , the e data uggest thi paclitaxelJci platin com
bination hould now be con idered tandard therapy 
for women with advanced ovarian cancer.f21 
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Women in this study received intravenous (IV) 
ci platin 75 mg/m2 (infused at a rate of J mg/min) com
bined with either pacJitaxel 135 mg/m2 (administered as 
an infu ion over 24 hours) or IV cycJopho phamide 
750 mg/m2 once every 3 weeks for a total of 6 course .r 1] 

Overall, the median survival of paclitaxel/cisplatin 
recipient was 38 months (95% confidence interval; 
32 to 44 months) compared with 24 months (95% CI; 
21 to 30 month ) for cyclopho phamide/cisplatin 
recipient. 

Toxicity tended to be more severe in the paclitaxell 
cisplatin group, but it wa con idered clinically man
ageable. lll Paclitaxel recipient received premedica
tion with dexamethasone diphenhydramine and an 
H2-antagonist. 
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