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                    Abstract
A simple and rapid in situ method for the determination of hydrazine based on the concentration of aldazine compound formed by the reaction of hydrazine with p-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde was developed. This method was based on solidphase extraction using a Sep-Pak C18 cartridge, followed by the quantification of hydrazine using a spectrophotometric method. To a sample solution of environmental water, p-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde solution was added to form aldazine by the reaction with hydrazine. The solution was passed through a Sep-Pak C18 cartridge for the adsorption of aldazine. In the laboratory, the aldazine adsorbed on the Sep-Pak C18 cartridge was eluted by passing a hydrochloric acid-ethanol (1:10) solution through the cartridge, and the color intensity of the solution was measured at 457 nm. The limit of detection for the new method was 0.2 mgN L−1 of hydrazine. The determination of hydrazine in solution was not influenced even by hydrogen sulfide and organic matter. This method was then applied to the brackish water of Lake Nakaumi in the eastern area of Shimane Prefecture, Japan. This method was used to determine hydrazine in freshwater, seawater and wastwater.
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