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Dear Editor:

In an editorial, Trottier and Moore (2022) highlighted how
countries like Canada are learning to live with the COVID-
19 virus and preparing for future pandemics. We contend
that countries must outsmart and outlive, not merely live
with, the virus. Moreover, Canada’s pandemic response plan
should embrace a glocal equity lens to address the interplay
of inequities rooted inside and outside the country. Unlike
a buzzword, ‘glocal’ implies an interplay between global
and local (Roudometof, 2015), which has been suggested to
address glocal problems like climate change (Gupta et al.,
2007). As pandemics are glocal problems, we recommend
that a transformative glocal lens may provide solutions
to protect everyone from future pandemics. If considered
in isolation, the global and local may stand in opposition
(Roudometof, 2015). Consequently, global equity (e.g., in
vaccination) may remain shamefully unachieved (Ali et al.,
2022). Conversely, interplays between global and local and
their creative appropriation (Roudometof, 2015) may help
nations to better address such crises.

Pointing to the Canadian 2022 Federal, Provincial, and
Territorial COVID-19 Public Health Response Plan for
Ongoing Management of COVID-19 (hereafter, the plan),
Trottier and Moore (2022) emphasized that Canadian health-
care systems must address socio-demographic disparities,
including race and ethnicity. Indeed, the plan underscored
within-country inequities and clarified how marginalized
populations were disproportionately affected by COVID-
19 due to pre-existing inequities (Public Health Agency of
Canada, 2022). We echo Trottier and Moore’s (2022) con-
cern but stress that Canada’s plan needs to be outward-look-
ing to incorporate the interaction between local and global
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factors. For example, in highlighting the racial/ethnic ineq-
uities, we must consider the interplay of stigma within and
outside national boundaries, such as the rise of violence
against Chinese Canadians in Canada (Chakraborty, 2022)
as an interaction between local and global forces.

Interestingly, Canada’s response plan acknowledges
the effects of global immunity levels on its response but is
silent about global inequities. Trottier and Moore (2022)
have problematized the vaccine inequity in low- and middle-
income nations but recommended no action. Although
Canada supports other countries’ recovery and response, the
market-oriented donor support model used by the Global
North has failed to achieve pandemic response equities
in the Global South (Torreele et al., 2023). Therefore, we
draw on Torreele et al. (2023), who advocate for a global
commons approach to generate an equitable end-to-end
ecosystem for addressing outbreaks and pandemics. This
approach is glocal in that it proposes linking governance
and finance, from research and development to production,
distribution, and access, for every region to quickly respond
to outbreaks where it happens (Torreele et al., 2023). The
vaccine technology transfer hub in South Africa is one such
model.

Encouragingly, Canada has outperformed most of its G10
peers in improving COVID-19 vaccine uptake and reducing
infections and deaths (Razak et al., 2022), and it aspires
to do even better. However, no one in Canada is safe until
everyone in the world is safe. Therefore, we hope Canada
will commit to providing transformative support to achieve
global pandemic equities to prevent COVID-19 and future
pandemics.
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