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everal issues in dermatological photography have been
iscussed in previous contributions to the section. This
anuscript will cover two additional aspects of dermato-

ogic photography.
he first one is composition. We have already stated that
hotography can be considered the art of capturing light.
herefore, some basic artistic rules should be remembered
ion in the epidermis filled with collagen and necrotic debris
ry dermis (H&E ×100).

whenever photographing any subject. Optimal orientation
is required (generally portrait or landscape, but exception-
ally other projections can be made), including general and
medium-distance pictures to locate the area that will be
depicted in a close-up. The ‘rule of thirds’ should be fol-
lowed whenever the subject is not centered in the image.
And, moreover, the background of the picture (preferably
using a black or surgical green cloth) should not be over-
looked, since it may distract the viewer from the main
purpose of the picture [1, 2].
The second and last issue includes image storage, which has
to be performed in a standardized manner and stored within
the patient’s clinical record, without neglecting periodical
backups [3]. Though a radiological image repository could
be suitable for these purposes (and has been successfully
implemented in many departments), multiple alternative
systems can be used. In our experience, the inclusion of
high quality pictures within each record annotation using
specific software, along with a parallel database encoding
demographics and diagnosis, is the optimal configuration.
Photography is an essential resource for dermatologists
for clinical, informative and scientific purposes. It is our
responsibility to put in our best knowledge in order to per-
form in an excellent manner.
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