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Edward Engbrecht, a graduate re-
search assistant in the Department of
Chemical Engineering at the University
of Texas at Austin, is the winner of the
MRS Proceedings submission contest.
Contact authors for all submissions to
proceedings of the 2003 Materials Re-
search Society Spring Meeting received
by the pre-meeting deadline were eligible
to win a Nikon Coolpix 3100 3.2-mega-
pixel digital camera.

Engbrecht’s submission, “Characteriza-
tion of Boron Carbo-Nitride Films Depos-
ited by Low-Temperature Chemical Vapor
Deposition” (E8.21), by E.R. Engbrecht,
C.J. Clino, K.H. Junker, Y.-M. Sun,
J.M. White, and J.G. Ekerdt, has been
accepted and will be published in the
proceedings for Symposium E. 

Winner Announced in
MRS Proceedings

Submission Contest

Edward Engbrecht of the University of
Texas at Austin won a digital camera in
the MRS Proceedings submission con-
test. The photo was taken with the prize
camera.

NMAB Panel Identifies Critical Materials Needs for 21st Century Defense
The National Materials Advisory Board, part of the U.S. National Research

Council’s (NRC) Division on
Engineering and Physical
Sciences, recently released a
study titled, “Materials Re-
search to Meet 21st Century
Defense Needs.” Several
researchers involved in the
study presented an afternoon
seminar at the 2003 MRS
Spring Meeting on April 22.
After opening remarks by pro-
gram chair Steven Wax
(DARPA), Harvey Schadler
(retired from General Electric)
gave an overview on defense materials needs and crosscutting research priorities.
Harry Lipsitt (Wright State Univ.) discussed emerging materials and processes used
for structural and multifunctional materials. John Gassner (Natrick Soldier Center)
examined materials for energy and power. There are several areas of interest to the
U.S. Department of Defense in this category such as batteries, capacitors, fuel cells,
photovoltaics, and microturbines. Julia Phillips (SNL) discussed research needs in
electronics, optoelectronics, and photonic materials. Some defense needs here can be
met by using commercially developed products and processes. However, there
remain a number of opportunities for further research in several areas including
imaging, communications, dynamic camouflage/stealth, and health monitoring of
equipment and personnel. Frank Karasz (Univ. Massachusetts) covered functional
organic and hybrid materials. Karasz stressed that organic and polymeric materials
will continue to make inroads in military application because of their unique combi-
nation of properties. Michael Jaffe (New Jersey Center for Biomaterials and Medical
Devices) focused on materials research opportunities for bio-inspired materials, bio-
logical molecules and materials, and materials derived from biology. Schadler gave
some concluding remarks and stressed that the NMAB study clearly recognizes
numerous research opportunities for future defense needs. The report from the study
is available online at www.nap.edu/books/0309087007/html. See also news cover-
age on this report in MRS Bulletin 27 (12) (December 2002), p. 947.

Strange Matter, the
Materials Research Society’s
interactive materials science
exhibit, opened its public
preview at the Ontario
Science Centre in Toronto,
Canada on June 28 and will
run until January 4, 2004.  At
the exhibition (see photos),
visitors investigate the very
structure of materials to dis-
cover what gives them their
intriguing and remarkable
properties.

MRS, along with the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Ontario
Science Centre, developed the traveling exhibit, receiving input from MRS scien-
tists, distinguished members of related scientific communities, and experts and
evaluators from the museum and education fields. Strange Matter will begin its
three-year tour to major science centers in February 2004. Funding is provided by
NSF, Alcan, Dow, Ford Motor Company, and 3M Foundation. For more informa-
tion, access the MRS Web site www.mrs.org/strangematter.

Strange Matter Public Preview Opens in Ontario

Visitors investigate materials in the Strange Matter interactive exhibit at its public
preview in the Ontario Science Centre.

Experience the interactive
materials science exhibit at the
Ontario Science Centre

June 28, 2003–January 4, 2004

Also see the interactive Web site:

www.strangematterexhibit.com

Got materials?
Have poetry on the mind?

Send in a Haiku.

See details on page 658.
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