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On August 22, 1985, the crew and 
passengers aboard the River Orrin, a 

British Airtours plane en route to the island 
of Corfu in Greece, heard a loud thump. 
Believing a ruptured tire to be the culprit, 

the situation. Within seconds, the fuselage 
was ablaze. The loud thump, it turned out, 
was not the sound of a blown-out tire—but 

-
gulfed the cabin claimed 55 lives.
 The incident was pivotal to overhaul-

in opening the cabin doors caused most 
to perish from smoke inhalation. For a 
plastics enthusiast from Hartlepool, Eng-
land, it was a personal challenge. There 

 Maurice Ward was no scientist but 
rather an avid tinkerer. As a hairdresser 
in the 1960s, Ward would mix his own 

over northern England would seek out his 

could not be copied.
-

to the plastics business with his purchase 
of an industrial extruder. Though the ma-
chine was intended to stamp out hoods 
for automobiles, Ward found more val-
ue in the scraps it produced. That left-
over material, which Ward dubbed  
“gubbins,” would form the base of the be-

-

 At a self-proclaimed rate of 20 new 

the 2500°C blast from his blowtorch, the 
pliable substance remained cool to the 
touch. Thus, Starlite was born.

in this moment for Ward. The applications 
of Starlite seemed limit-
less, reaching well be-

-
-

ing happened. Whether 
it was Ward’s status as a 
mere amateur or his vise-
like grip on the secret to 
Starlite’s true composi-
tion, Ward’s invention 
proved as inert to invest-
ment as it was to heat. It 

until 1990. 
-

cial debut on Tomorrow’s 
World, a BBC television 
program that highlight-
ed advances in science 

against one another in 
-

cial demo was an egg 
coated with Starlite and 

-

charred side down. And then the reveal. 
Macann cracked the still-raw egg into a 
small glass bowl. “The egg,” Macann said, 
“hasn’t even begun to start cooking.” 
 Months later, Ward and his Starlite-
coated eggs found themselves at the British 
Atomic Weapons Establishment at Foul-
ness. It was time to step up the challenge. 
According to Ward, Starlite was submitted 

produced temperatures of up to 10,000°C. 

 That’s when the calls poured in.
 Investors hounded Ward for the chance 
to commercialize his wonder material, with 

the mix. But Ward was unrelenting in his 
negotiations. At the crux of the matter was 

-

would reverse-engineer Starlite and mar-

-
rial that asserted to be thermal- and blast-
proof, it was claimed to be 90% organic.
 Ward’s experiences during that period 

would take more than a decade before Ward 
began warming up to the idea of collaborat-

2009 to keep readers aware of new devel-
opments and invite “suggestions on how to 
bring Starlite into the commercial market.”

 Despite the openness he shared with 
followers later in life, Ward kept Starlite’s 
formula a secret. Some reports suggest 
that Ward divulged the recipe to members 

Maurice Ward, whether it exists in some 
-

 

Wish upon a Starlite
By Omar Fabián
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Top: Maurice Ward with his invention, Starlite. Bottom: Still image 
from 1990 episode of the BBC TV show Tomorrow’s World, demon-
strating Starlite’s heat resistance and strength by wrapping it around 
an egg and blasting it with a Bunsen burner. Credits: BBC UK.


