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The year 2017 produced 17 named 
hurricanes, six of which were clas-
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Rebuilding a resilient future for Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Maria
By Sarah Vorpahl

Sarah Vorpahl served as the 2017–2018 MRS/OSA Congressional Fellow.

The devastating aftermath in Puerto Rico almost three months after Hurricane Maria. Left: the power grid in 
Caimito broken and in disarray alongside roads and houses, endangering residents. Right: Damaged power 
lines in the Mariana community of Humacao. Photo credit: Shutterstock.
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University of Washington graduate students assist in research and recovery efforts  in Jayuya, Puerto Rico, after 
Hurricane Maria. Left: Chanaka Keerthisinghe, Erin Palmisano, Mareldi Ahumada, Wes Tatum, Marvi Matos, professor 
Lilo Pozzo, Lauren Kang, and Chester Pham. Right: Ahumada, Keerthisinghe, and Kang with recently installed 
solar cells on the roof of the community center.  Photo credit: Clean Energy Institute, University of Washington,  
www.cei.washington.edu.

Transmission and distribution specialists assigned to Company D, 249th Engineer Battalion (Prime 
Power) of the US Army Corps of Engineers, repair power lines in Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, after 
Hurricane Maria.  Photo credit: Master Sgt. Joshua L. DeMotts, US Department of Defense.


