LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Dr. Kaufmann:

If any agency of the government is going
to work efficiently, it must receive informa-
tion and advice from the experts. That is
why I hope that you and your colleagues
will reply as you wish to my remarks.
Without your expertise, any action of the
National Critical Materials Council will fall
short of what it could become.

Despite the Council’s involvement in
many issues, such as the mineral policy
area and the South African sanction situa-
tion, I will limit my remarks to our activi-
ties concerning advanced materials.
Specifically, I would like to address our
progress in devising an Advanced Materi-
als Program Plan.

Recently, my efforts have concentrated
on fulfilling this obligation.

Basically, the goal of the National Critical
Materials Council is to make sure that gov-
ernment pursues policies which will lead
to the establishment and maintenance of
an advanced materials industry which can
compete with that anywhere else.

The members, myself and my staff all
recognize the importance of advanced ma-
terials.

Our efforts so far have been to collect the
opinions of the persons in industry, aca-
demia and government who are the techni-
cal experts on these materials. That is why
we have jointly sponsored with the Federa-
tion of Materials Societies two one-day
workshops which have focused on the
problems these emerging industries are

facing, both technically and economically.

In addition, the Council held a hearing
in late February, where representatives of
industry and academia presented their
thoughts on the contents of our report. In
addition to the attendance of the full Coun-
cil that day, we were also honored to have
Dr. William Graham, the President’s Sci-
ence Adviser, as a key participant. Dr. Wil-
liam Owczarski, Chairman of COMAT
[Committee on Materials), also attended.

While I would like to delay commenting
on all of the recommendations of the plan
until they are approved by the members of
the White House in general, I will briefly
describe the major issues.

We will be discussing mechanisms to
help ensure better coordination and com-
munication among government agencies
and also between industry and the govern-
ment.

In addition, we are looking into possible
revisions of the antitrust, patent, and tort
laws that might enable our industries to
better compete in the international market-
place.

Ultimately, the solutions depend on the
quality of advice we receive from the pri-
vate sector. That is why I urge all of your
associates to keep abreast of our activities
and feel free to comment on where you
think the Council can better direct its atten-
tion.

Robert Dale Wilson
Executive Director
National Critical Materials Council

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

1989 Industry-University
Advanced Materials
Conference Planned for

Denver
Colorado’s Advanced Materials Institute
(AMI) will host its second national confer-
ence at the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Denver, Colorado, March 6-9, 1989. Co-
sponsored by the Materials Research Soci-
ety, the conference will feature an interdis-
ciplinary program designed to address
intersections of ongoing interests in indus-
try, academia and government and to pro-
vide opportunities for productive
interaction. Six topical areas will each be
keynoted by a prominent national in-
vestigator. In addition, contributed and
poster papers are being solicited to cover:
m Interfacial phenomena in electronic and
nonelectronic materials
® Composites with metal, ceramic, and
polymer matrices

m High-speed electronic materials and de-
vices

® Amorphous materials

@ Ceramics

m High T, superconductors.

Abstracts are due November 1, 1988. For
information contact Dr. Fred Smith, Con-
ference Chairman, telephone (303) 491-
8657); or Dr. Jerome Morse, Director,
Advanced Materials Institute, Colorado
School of Mines, 1500 llinois, Golden, CO
80401, telephone (303) 273-3852, telex/twx
910-934-0190 CSM GLDN, fax (303) 273
3283.

AMI is a consortium of four Colorado
universities, 10 major corporations and
state government dedicated to research on
advanced materials. O

MRS Symposium on the

Scientific Basis for Nuclear Waste Management
October 10-13, 1988 = Internationales Congress Centrum = Berlin, W. Germany

Co-sponsored by MRS, the Hahn-Meitner-Institut and other institutions, the twelfth International Sym-
posium on the Scientific Basis for Nuclear Waste Management will focus on the science underlying
waste forms (vitreous, ceramic, spent fuel, cement), waste isolation (container materials, backfill,
repository), and modeling and performance assessment.

Contact: Ms. Helga Fuchs, Hahn-Meitner Institut, Berlin GmbH, Glienicker Strasse 100, D-1000 Berlin
39, W. Germany; telephone (49) 30 8009-2291; fax (49) 30 8009-2999, or telex 185 763.
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