FROM WASHINGTON

Domenici Announces
Agreement on Tech Transfer
Legislation

Senator Pete Domenici (R-New Mexico)
praised an agreement reached on technol-
ogy transfer legislation that will provide a
vital link among industry, universities, and
U.S. national laboratories. The National
Competitiveness Technology Transfer Act
of 1989 was included as an amendment to
the Department of Defense Authorization
Bill, approved by the House and Senate on
November 3, 1989.

The bill represents Domenici’s third at-
tempt at gaining passage. Domenici
lauded Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-New
Mexico) and Representative Maralyn
Lloyd (D-Tennessee) for their efforts in
achieving the bill’s passage.

Domenici explained that the legislation
will generate tech transfer at the Depart-
ment of Energy laboratories by changing
the way technology is managed within de-
partments. Changes prompted by the law
will enable technologies to be managed
more efficiently by the labs that created

them by encouraging cooperative research
with outside parties, especially industry.
In addition it will permit industry to have
commercial protections for technologies,
which should serve as an incentive for in-

dustry to embrace new initiatives.
Specifically, the bill’s tech transfer provi-

sions will create the following initiatives:

® Allow the labs to enter into cooperative

research and development agreements;

APS President Voices Concerns
About Federal Funding for Physics

Concerned about what he terms the “current funding crisis in the National Sci-
ence Foundation,” American Physical Society President James A. Krumhansl has
written to President Bush and called upon the Fellows of the American Physical
Society to “defend the value of scientific research and education.”

Krumhansl’s letter to President Bush, written on behalf of the APS governing
council, appeals for the President’s personal attention to the effort to restore funds
cut from the National Science Foundation in the FY 90 budget, and to giving NSF
the “highest priority” in the FY 91 budget request.

In another letter to APS Fellows, Krumhansl asks them to share the message
with colleagues and policymakers, to “think about the ramifications of these devel-
opments on your institution, your field, the education and support of students,
and your community and discuss these matters with your representatives, local
and national”
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Automated RE S Sur&ce Analysls System

The Model 35-R10 is an automated Rutherford
Backscattering System which combines the ver-
satility of the 1 MV tandem Pelletron® manufac-
tured by National Electrostatics with the fully

automated RBS end station manufactured by

Charles Evans and Associates.

The computer controlled, energy variable
Pelletron accelerator provides helium beams to
3.8 MeV (and protons to 2.2 MeV). The Charles
Evans’ end station is complete with analysis soft-
ware and full computer control. With
simultaneous data collection and analysis, 100
samples or 100 positions on a single sample can
be analyzed without operator intervention. The
35-R10 is equipped for reliable, unattended

operations.
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RBS does not require reference standards and in most
applications is nondestructive.

National Electrostatics Corp.
Graber Road, Box 310
Middleton, Wisconsin 53562-0310

Tel. 608/831-7600 ® Telex 26-5430 » Fax 608/256-4103
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Measurable
Performers

Lake Shore’s
Full Line of Temperature Sensors

Look to

WcMakeSumYourSenm MakeSense
LakeShm'epmvidesMIytracaahla calibration for
all types of temperature sensing elements from 0.05K

to well above room temperature.

[ akeShore

64 East Walnut Street, Westerville, Ohio 43081 (614) 891-2243
Telex: 24-5415 Cryotron WTVL Fax: (614) 891-1392

Look to Lake Shore for a complete line of new controllers that offer
digital ease with analog stability — in one instrument.

© 1988 Lake Shore Cryotronics, Inc
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® Allow the labs to negotiate licensing
agreements for inventions;

® Allow lab directors to exchange person-
nel, services and equipment, primarily
with industry and universities;

® Allow lab directors to waive rights to lab
inventions and intellectual property;

® Allow current and former lab employees
to participate in commercial development
to the extent there is no conflict of interest;
® Establish new deadlines within which
agencies must act on proposed agree-
ments, a move designed to expedite the
approval process, thus making the labs
more “user friendly”;

® Allow information and innovations
brought into, and created through, cooper-
ative agreements to be protected from dis-
closure; and

® Provide a tech transfer mission for the
nuclear weapons labs.

“To me, tech transfer needs to be an ac-
tive approach to commercialization of lag-
generated technology. This can take the
form of extra effort by the labs to acquaint
industry with research it is doing. It must
mean incentives to industry, such as grant
of exclusive licenses for further develop-
ment and commercialization of technolo-
gies into a useful product. Spin-offs and
collaboration are an important aspect of
technology transfer,” he said.

“We can also expect to see more Center
of Excellence established among busi-
nesses, universities, and the labs. These
centers would be directed toward new
commercial enterprises,” he said.

NSF Notes

Undergraduate Curriculum
Development in Engineering

The NSF has awarded 22 grants totaling
$4.4 million to 21 universities and other or-
ganizations in the second year of its pro-
gram to restructure and reshape under-
graduate engineering education in the
United States. Institutional contributions
to the projects in the 1989 awards amount
to nearly $6 million. Last year 10 awards
totaling $4.9 million were made under the
Undergraduate Curriculum Development
in Engineering program. a
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