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The use of continuous flow methods and microreactors for chemical synthesis is currently garnering significant 
attention from researchers in both academic and industrial laboratories. However, as is common with most emerg-
ing technologies, adoption, development, and refinement of these new techniques can be slow and often remain 
distinctly alien to many of those within the field. With this in mind, Wiles and Watts present their treatise Micro 
Reaction Technology in Organic Synthesis as an up-to-date account aimed at both researchers new to the field and 
those already well versed in this subject. Written with the synthesis chemist in mind and weighing in at over 400 
pages (with more than 650 references cited, the most recent being from 2010), this monograph can be considered a 
comprehensive introductory compendium to the world of flow chemistry.

From the perspective of those actively engaged in synthetic organic chemistry, the book is organized in a logi-
cal manner with an appropriate level of technical detail. What this means is that the prose does not bombard 
the reader with overly specialized engineering details but maintains the focus on the chemistry described. 
One of the major strengths of this text is the style by which chapters are organized by reaction type, a style 
adopted by many popular textbooks. This makes searching for a particular transformation quick and easy 
and is arguably the greatest strength of the book. The opening chapter provides a broad overview of the area 
and to its credit includes an analysis of both the advantages and disadvantages associated with continuous 
techniques. Particularly useful is the section on commercially available flow systems and this may be especially 
beneficial to industrial researchers interested in quickly adopting flow methods into their research. The introductory 
chapter may have benefitted from an even greater bottom-up approach as some of the more commonly used terms 
in the flow vernacular are not fully defined (for example, steady-state, packed-bed, residence time, plug-flow etc.). 
However, the inclusion of a comprehensive list of appropriate reviews means the interested reader will be able to 
quickly acquire this knowledge should they wish.

As is common with most first editions, there are a few editorial teething problems. Entries in the index do not always 
lead directly to the desired subject, while the reader may also find the unconventional compound numbering a little 
distracting. Future editions may also benefit from a style change whereby the principal author is used exclusively 
when referring to cited work. The figures and schemes illustrate the text in a clear and concise manner and are simi-
lar in style to those found in the primary literature.

Overall, this volume is a useful and up-to-date alternative to Microreactors in Organic Synthesis and Catalysis 
edited by Thomas Wirth (Wiley-VCH, 2008). This book is likely to find most use as a reference source and starting 
point for those new to flow chemistry as even a quick thumb through from cover-to-cover will provide a thorough 
overview of the field.
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