
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    
    
        
            
                Advertisement

                
                    
                        
                            [image: Advertisement]
                        
                    

                

            

        

    



    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Sexuality Research & Social Policy

	
                        Article

The religious right and the reshaping of sexual policy: An examination of reproductive rights and sexuality education


                    	Policy Articles
	
                            Published: March 2007
                        


                    	
                            Volume 4, pages 67–92, (2007)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Sexuality Research & Social Policy
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Diane di Mauro1 & 
	Carole Joffe2 


                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            1582 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            37 Citations

        
	
                
                    
                92 Altmetric

            
	
            
                
            15 Mentions

        
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
This article chronicles the impact on sexuality policy in the United States of the rise of the Religious Right as a significant force in American politics. Using a case study analysis of abortion-reproductive rights and sexuality education, it narrates the story of how U.S. policy debates and practices have changed since the 1970s as sexual conservatism rose in prominence and sexual progressives declined in power. The Religious Right’s appeal to traditional moral values and its ability to create moral panics about sexuality are addressed, specifically with regard to abortion and sexuality education. Ultimately, political meddling and moral proscriptions, disregard for scientific evidence, and the absence of a coherent approach regarding sexual and reproductive health rights have undermined sexuality policy in the United States. The article ends on a cautious note of optimism, suggesting that the Religious Right may have overreached in its attempt to control sexuality policy.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Resistance to Sexual and Reproductive Rights: Maternalism and Conservatism
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2020
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        sex selective abortion, neoliberal patriarchy and structural violence in India
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         17 July 2018
                                    

                                

                                Navtej Purewal

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Sexuality-based Stigma and Inclusion Among Southern Protestant Religious Leaders
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         09 November 2021
                                    

                                

                                Elizabeth A. Mosley, Subasri Narasimhan, … Whitney S. Rice

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Adolescent Family Life Act. (1981). Title XX of the Public Health Service Act, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://opa.osophs.dhhs.gov/titlexx/oapp.html
                        

	Advocates for Youth. (2007). Science and success: Sex education and other programs that work to prevent teenage pregnancy, HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://www.advocatesforyouth.org/publications/ScienceSuccessES.pdf
                        

	American Academy of Pediatrics. (2001). Adolescents and human immunodeficiency virus infection: The role of the pediatrician in prevention and intervention. Pediatrics, 107, 188–190.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	American Civil Liberties Union. (2002, May 7). Religious, women’s health, rights organizations declare opposition to SCHIP extension to fetuses. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from the ACLU website: http://www.aclu.org/reproductiverights/fetalrights/16418prs20020507.html
                        

	American Civil Liberties Union. (2004, July 21). Public funding for abortion. Retrieved February 3, 2007, from the ACLU website: http://www.aclu.org/reproductiverights/lowincome/16393res20040721.html
                        

	American Medical Association—Council on Scientific Affairs. (1999). Report of the Council on Scientific Affairs (Action of the AMA House of Delegates 1999 Interim Meeting, CSA Report 7-1-99). Chicago: Author.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Balmer, R. (2006). Thy kingdom come: How the Religious Right distorts the faith and threatens America: An evangelist’s lament. New York: Basic Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Banerjee, N. (2006, November 28). Pastor chosen to lead Christian coalition steps down in dispute over agenda. Retrieved January 30, 2007, from New York Times website: http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F40A16F63B5A0C7B8EDDA80994DE404482
                        

	Ben-Yehuda, N. (1990). The politics and morality of deviance: Moral panics, drug abuse, deviant science and reversed stigmatization. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Boonstra, H., Gold, R., Richards, C., & Finer, L. (2006). Abortion in women’s lives. New York: Guttmacher Institute.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bowen v. Kendrick, 487 U.S. 589 (1988).

	Cardenas, E. (2005, September 30). Teen must serve pro-life center. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.detnews.com/2005/metro/0509/30/B01-332781.htm
                        

	Casper, M. (1998). The making of the unborn patient: A social anatomy of fetal surgery. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	CBS News. (2005, March 23). Political fallout over Schiavo. Retrieved December 6, 2006, from http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/03/23/politics/main682619.shtml
                        

	Center for Reproductive Rights. (2004, April). Targeted regulation of abortion providers (TRAP): Avoiding the TRAP. Retrieved January 2, 2006, from http://www.crlp.org/pubfactrap.html
                        

	Center for Reproductive Rights. (n.d.). Stenberg v. Carhart: Background information. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from http://www.crlp.org/crtpbacarhart.html
                        

	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (1997). State-specific birth rates for teenagers—United States, 1990–1996. Morbidity & Mortality Weekly Report, 46, 838–842.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chamberlain, P. (2006). Undoing reproductive freedom: Christian Right NGOs target the United Nations. Cambridge, MA: Political Research Associates.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chandrasekaran, R. (2006). Imperial life in the emerald city: Inside Iraq’s green zone. New York: Knopf.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Chauncey, G. (1994). Gay New York: Gender, urban culture, and the making of the gay male world 1840–-1940. New York: Basic Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cochrane Collaborative Review Group on HIV Infection and AIDS. (2004, July). Evidence assessment: Strategies for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care. San Francisco: University of California, San Francisco Institute for Global Health. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.igh.org/Cochrane/pdfs/EvidenceAssessment.pdf
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cohen, S. (1972). Folk devils and moral panics: Creation of mods and rockers. London: MacGibbon & Kee.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cohen, S. A. (2003). Beyond slogans: Lessons from Uganda’s experience with ABC and HIV/AIDS. The Guttmacher Report on Public Policy, 6(5). Retrieved July 26, 2006, from http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/tgr/06/5/gr060501.pdf
                        

	Committee on Government Reform–Minority Staff, Special Investigations Division, United States House of Representatives. (2003, November). Politics and science in the Bush administration. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://democrats.reform.house.gov/features/politicsandscience/pdfs/pdfpoliticsandsciencerep.pdf
                        

	Cooperman, A. (2006, November 30). Church urged to disinvite Obama. Washington Post, p. A04.

	Couzin, J. (2005). Plan B: A collision of science and politics. Science, 310, 38–39.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dallard, C. (2002). Abstinence promotion and teen family planning: The misguided drive for equal funding. The Guttmacher Report on Public Policy, 5, 103.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Darroch, J. F., Frost, J. F., & Singh, S. (2001a). Differences in teenage pregnancy rates among five developed countries: The roles of sexual activity and contraceptive use. Family Planning Perspectives, 33, 244–250.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Darroch, J. F., Frost, J. F., & Singh, S. (2001b, November). Teenage sexual and reproductive behavior in developed countries: Can more progress be made? New York: Alan Guttmacher Institute. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/eurosynthrpt.pdf
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                

	D’Emilio, J., & Freedman, E. (1997). Intimate matters: A history of sexuality in America. New York: Harper & Row.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dickman, I. (1982). Winning the battle for sex education. New York: Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	di Mauro, D., & Haffner, D. (1990). Winning the battle: Developing support for sexuality and HIV/AIDS education. New York: Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eisenberg, J. (2005). Using Terri: The Religious Right’s conspiracy to take away our rights. San Francisco: HarperCollins.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eisenstadt v. Baird, 405 U.S. 438 (1972).

	Epstein, S. (2006). The new attack on sexuality research: Morality and the politics of knowledge production. Sexuality Research and Social Policy: Journal of NSRC, 3(1), 1–12.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fields, J., & Tolman, D. L. (2006). Risky business: Sexuality education and research in U.S. schools. Sexuality Research and Social Policy: Journal of NSRC, 3(4), 63–76.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Foster, A., van Dis, J.,& Steinauer, J. (2003). Educational and legislative initiatives affecting residency training in abortion. Journal of the American Medical Association, 290, 1777–1778.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Frank, T. (2004). What’s the matter with Kansas? How conservatives won the heart of America. New York: Harry Holt.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Frost, J., Sonfield, A., & Gold, R. (2006). Estimating the impact of serving new clients by expanding funding for Title X, occasional report no. 33. New York: Guttmacher Institute.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garrow, D. (1994). Liberty and sexuality: The right toprivacy and the making of Roe v. Wade. New York: MacMillan.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Girard, F. (2004). Global implications of U.S. domestic and international policies on sexuality (Working Paper No. 1). New York: International Working Group on Sexuality and Social Policy, Sociomedical Sciences Department, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University.

	Goldberg, M. (2006). Kingdom coming: The rise of Christian nationalism. New York: Norton.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Goodson, P., Pruitt, B., Buhi, E., Wilson, K., Rasberry, C., & Gunnels, E. (2004). Abstinence education evaluation: Phase 5 technical report. College Station, TX: Department of Health and Kinesiology, Texas A& M University.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hardisty, J. (1999). Mobilizing resentment: Conservative resurgence from the John Birch Society to the Promise Keepers. Boston: Beacon Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Harper, C., Cheong, M., Rocca, C., Darney, P., & Raine, T. (2005). The effect of increased access to emergency contraception among young adolescents. Obstetrics and Gynecology, 106, 483–491.
PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Harris v. McCrae, 448 U.S. 297 (1980).

	Hatecrime.org. (2007). Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://www.hatecrime.org/subpages/hatespeech/hate.html
                        

	Hauser, D. (2004). Five years of abstinence-only-until-marriage education: Assessing the impact. Washington, DC: Advocates for Youth.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Henriques, D., & Lehren, A. (2006, December 10). Religion for captive audiences, with taxpayers paying the bill. New York Times, pp. A1, A18.

	Henry J. Kaiser Foundation. (2000). Sex education in America: A series of national surveys of students, parents, teachers and principals. Menlo Park, CA: Author.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Henshaw, S., & Finer, L. (2003). The accessibility of abortion services in the United States, 2001. Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health, 35(1), 16–24.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Howell, M., & Feijoo, A. (2001, January). Science or politics? George W. Bush and the future of sexuality education in the United States. Washington, DC: Advocates for Youth. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.advocatesforyouth.org/publications/factsheet/fsbush.pdf
                        

	Human Rights Watch. (2005, March). The less they know, the better: Abstinence-only HIV/AIDS programs in Uganda. Human Rights Watch, 17(4A), 1–79. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://hrw.org/reports/2005/uganda0305/uganda0305.pdf
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Institute of Medicine—Committee on HIV Prevention Strategies in the United States. (2000). No time to lose: Getting more from HIV prevention. Washington, DC: National Academies Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	International Women’s Health Coalition. (2006). Bush’s other war. Retrieved December 8, 2006, from http://www.iwhc.org/resources/bushsotherwar/index.cfm
                        

	Irvine, J. (2002). Talk about sex: The battles over sex education in the United States. Berkeley: University of California Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jamison, D., & Padian, N. (2006, May 23). Where AIDS funding should go. San Francisco Chronicle, p. A23.

	Jayson, S. (2006, October 31). Abstinence message goes beyond teens. USA Today, p. A1.

	Joffe, C. (1979). Friendly intruders: Childcare professionals and family life. Berkeley: University of California Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Joffe, C. (1995). Doctors of conscience: The struggle to provide abortion before and after Roe v. Wade. Boston: Beacon Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Joffe, C. (2005). It’s not just abortion, stupid: Progressives and abortion. Dissent, 51, 91–96.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Joffe, C. (2006, January 23). Reproductive regression. Retrieved January 11, 2007, from http://www.tompaine.com/articles/2006/01/23/reproductiveregression.php
                        

	Joffe, C., Weitz, T., & Stacey, C. (2004). Uneasy allies: Prochoice physicians, feminist health activists and the struggle for abortion rights. Sociology of Health and Illness, 26, 775–796.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kaiser Family Foundation. (2001). Generation RX.com: How young people use the Internet for health information: A Kaiser Family Foundation survey. Menlo Park, CA: Author.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kaiser Family Foundation and the Kennedy School of Government. (2004, February 24). Sex education in America. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1622610
                        

	Kaplan, E. (2004). With God on their side: How Christian fundamentalists trampled science, policy, and democracy in George W. Bush’s White House. New York: The New Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kaufman, M. (2006, July 18). Pregnancy centers found to give false information on abortion. Washington Post, p.A8.

	Kehrl, B. (2005, November 29). States abstain from federal sex ed money. Retrieved January 11, 2006, from http://www.stateline.org/live/ViewPage.action?siteNodeId=136& languageId=1&contentId=70529
                        

	Kendall, N. (2006, October). Presentation at Fellows’ Conference, Sexuality Research Fellowship Program, Arlie Conference Center, Virginia.

	Kirby, D. (2001a). Emerging answers: Research findings on programs to reduce teen pregnancy. Washington, DC: National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kirby, D. (2001b). Understanding what works and what doesn’t in reducing adolescent sexual risk-taking. Family Planning Perspectives, 33, 276–281.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kirby, D. (2002). Effective approaches to reducing adolescent unprotected sex, pregnancy and child-bearing. Journal of Sex Research, 39, 51–57.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kirkpatrick, D. (2005, August 3). DeLay to be on Christian telecast on courts. Retrieved December 8, 2006, from New York Times website: http://select.nytimes.com/search/restricted/article?res=F00E1EFE345B0C708CDDA10894DD404482
                        

	Kirkpatrick, D., & Stolberg, S. (2005, March 22). How family’s cause reached the halls of Congress. New York Times, p. A1.

	Koedt, A. (1973). The myth of the vaginal orgasm. In A. Koedt, E. Levine, & A. Rapone (Eds.), Radical feminism (pp. 198–207). New York: Quadrangle.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kristof, N. (2006, December 3). A modest proposal for a truce on religion. New York Times, Section 4, p. 13.

	Landry, D. J., Kaeser, L., & Richards, C. L. (1999). Abstinence promotion and the provision of information about contraception in public school district sexuality education policies. Family Planning Perspectives, 31, 280–286.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lee, C. (2006, November 17). Bush choice for family-planning post criticized. Washington Post, p. A01.

	Lee, S., Ralston, H., Drey, E., Patridge, J., and Rosen, M. (2005). Fetal pain: A systematic multidisciplinary review of the evidence. Journal of the American Medical Association, 294, 947–954.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lipschutz, M., & Rosenblatt, R. (Producer/Directors). (2005). The education of Shelby Knox [Motion picture]. United States: Cine Qua Non/Incite Pictures.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lo, C. (1982). Countermovements and conservative movements in the contemporary U.S. Annual Review of Sociology, 8, 107–134.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Luker, K. (2006). When sex goes to school: Warring views on sex—and sex education since the sixties. New York: Norton.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mainardi, P. (1970). The politics of housework. In R. Morgan (Ed.), Sisterhood is powerful (pp. 447–455). New York: Vintage.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Manlove, J., Papillio, A., & Ikramullah, E. (2004). Not yet: Programs to delay first sex among teens. Washington, DC: National Campaign to Prevent Teenage Pregnancy.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mathematica Policy Research Institute Inc. (2002, April). The evaluation of abstinence education programs funded under Title V Section 510. Princeton, NJ: Author.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McGraw, O. (1980). The family, feminism, and the therapeutic state. Washington, DC: The Heritage Foundation.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McKeegan, M. (1992). Abortion politics: Mutiny in the ranks of the right. New York: Free Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	MergerWatch. (2006). Hospitals and religious restrictions. Retrieved December 8, 2006, from http://www.mergerwatch.org/hospitalmergers.html
                        

	Micklethwait, J., & Wooldridge, A. (2004). The right nation: Conservative power in America. New York: Penguin Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mooney, C. (2005). The Republican war on science. New York: Basic Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moran, J. (2000). Teaching sex: The shaping of adolescence in the 20th century. Boston: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moran, J. (2003). Sex education and the rise of the new right. Reviews in American History, 31, 283–289.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mosher, W. D., Martinez, G. M., Chandra, A., Abma, J. C., & Willson, S. J. (2004, December 10). Use of contraceptives, use of family planning services in the United States: 1982–2002. Advance Data From Vital and Health Statistics, No. 350. Atlanta, GA: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved January 2, 2006, from http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/ad/ad350.pdf
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Murdock, D. (2001, August 27). The adoption option. Retrieved July 25, 2006, from http://www.nationalreview.com/murdock/murdock082701.shtml
                        

	National Guidelines Task Force. (1991). Guidelines for comprehensive sexuality education: Kindergarten-12th grade. New York: Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Page, C. (2006). How the pro-choice movement saved America: Freedom, politics and the war on sex. New York: Basic Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Petchesky, R. (1987). Fetal images: The power of visual culture in the politics of reproduction. In M. Stanworth (Ed.), Reproductive technologies: Gender, motherhood and medicine (pp. 57–80). Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Petchesky, R. (1990). Abortion and women’s choice: The state, sexuality and reproductive freedom. Boston: Northeastern University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Petchesky, R. (2003). Global prescriptions: Gendering health and human rights. London: Zed Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Phillips, K. (2006). American theocracy: The peril and politics of radical religion, oil, and borrowed money in the twenty-first century. New York: Viking.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey, 505 U.S. 833 (1992).

	Pro-Life Action League. (2006, October 4). “Contraception is not the answer,” says league. Retrieved February 2, 2007, from Homepage Archive, Pro-Life Action League website: http://www.prolifeaction.org/home/2006/cinta3.htm
                        

	Responsible Education About Life Act, H.R. 768, 109th Cong. (2005).

	Responsible Education About Life Act, S. 368, 109th Cong. (2005).

	Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973).

	Rotskoff, L. (2001). Sex in the schools: Adolescence, sex education and social reform. Reviews in American History, 29, 310–318.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Russell, S. (2005, February 24). Uganda’s HIV rate drops, but not from abstinence: Study concludes basis of Bush policy apparently irrelevant. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2005/02/24/MNG2PBG3VF1.DTL
                        

	Sanchez, N. (2005, November 21). American Girl boycott: Groups pick a fight with a doll over messages to girls. Kansas City Star, p. B5.

	Santelli, J., Ott, M., Lyon, M., Rogers, J., Summers, D., & Schleifer, R. (2006). Abstinence and abstinence-only education: A review of U.S. policies and programs. Journal of Adolescent Health, 38, 72–81.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schalet, A. (2004, December 30). Must we fear adolescent sexuality? Medscape General Medicine, 6(4), 1–22. Retrieved September 26, 2006, from http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/494933
                        

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States. (2000). Developing guidelines for comprehensive sexuality education. New York: Author.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States. (2003, Fall). Special edition: Sexuality education, a decade of controversy. SIECUS Report, 38(6).

	Shorto, R. (2006, May 7). Contra-contraception. Retrieved December 8, 2006, from New York Times website: http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?sec=healthres=9407E2DC113FF934A35756C0A9609C8B63
                        

	Silliman, Y., Fried, M., Ross, L., & Gutierrez, E. (2004). Undivided rights: Women of color organize for reproductive justice. Boston: South End Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Simon, S. (2006, November 9). Abortion foes energized by their losses. Retrieved December 1, 2006, from http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-na-abort9nov09,1,6175467.story?ctrack=1&cset=true
                        

	Smith, D. S. (Producer), & Nathanson, B. (Director). (1984). The silent scream [DVD]. Brunswick, OH: American Portrait Films.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Society for Adolescent Medicine. (2006). Abstinence-only education policies and programs: A position paper of the society for adolescent medicine. Journal of Adolescent Health, 38, 283–287.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Specter, M. (2006, March 13). Political science: The White House vs. the laboratory. The New Yorker, 58–69.

	Stein, R. (2006a, January 30). Health workers’ choice debated. Washington Post, p. A1.

	Stein, R. (2006b, July 16). For some, there is no choice. Washington Post, p. A6.

	Stein, R. (2006c, July 16). Seeking care and refused. Washington Post, p. A6.

	Stenberg v. Carhart, 530 U.S. 914 (2000).

	Stolberg, S. (2006, July 20). First Bush veto maintains limits on stem cell use. New York Times, pp. A1, A16.

	Thought Theater. (2007). Abstinence: Uganda HIV rates suggest failure. Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://www.thoughttheater.com/2006/05/abstinenceugandahivratessu.php
                        

	Title V, Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 7201 et seq. (2005).

	Title X, Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. § 300 (1970).

	UNAIDS, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. (2005). Uniting the world against AIDS: Uganda. Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://www.unaids.org/en/RegionsCountries/Countries/Uganda.asp
                        

	Unborn Victims of Violence Act of 2004, 18 U.S.C. § 90A-1841 (2004).

	United States Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Act of 2003. Sections 402(b)(3) and 403(a). Retrieved February 6, 2007, from http://rpc.senate.gov/files/L23HEALTHfr051503.pdf
                        

	Uttley, L. (2005, July 19). The politics of the embryo. Retrieved January 2, 2006, from http://www.americanprogress.org/site/pp.asp?c=biJRJ8OVF&b=895399
                        

	Wallis, J. (2005). God’s politics: Why the Right gets it wrong and the Left doesn’t get it. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Warren, R. (2002). The purpose driven life: What on earth am I here for? Peabody, MA: Zondervan Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Waxman, H. (2004, December). The Waxman report: The content of federally funded abstinence-only education programs. Washington, DC: Committee on Government Reform, Special Investigations Division, United States House of Representatives.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, 488 U.S. 1003 (1989).

	Weitz, T., & Hunter, A. (2007). Six Feet Under brings abortion to the surface. In G. Herdt & C. Howe (Eds.), 21st century sexualities: Contemporary issues in health, education and rights (pp. 69–73). London: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Welfare Reform Act, § 510(b)(2) (1996). Retrieved February 6, 2007, from U.S. Social Security Administration website: http://www.ssa.gov/OPHome/ssact/title05/0510.htm
                        

	Wills, G. (2006, November 16). A country ruled by faith. The New York Review of Books, 53, 8–12.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wood, A., Drazen, J., & Greene, M. (2005). A sad day for science at the FDA. New England Journal of Medicine, 353, 1197–1199.
Article 
    PubMed 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Sociomedical Sciences, Columbia University, 722 West 168th Street, 10032, New York, NY
Diane di Mauro

	Department of Sociology, University of California, Davis, One Shields Avenue, 95616, Davis, CA
Carole Joffe


Authors	Diane di MauroView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Carole JoffeView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding authors
Correspondence to
                Diane di Mauro or Carole Joffe.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
di Mauro, D., Joffe, C. The religious right and the reshaping of sexual policy: An examination of reproductive rights and sexuality education.
                    Sex Res Soc Policy 4, 67–92 (2007). https://doi.org/10.1525/srsp.2007.4.1.67
Download citation
	Issue Date: March 2007

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1525/srsp.2007.4.1.67


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Key words
	sexual conservatism
	moral panic
	policy debates
	controversy
	abortion








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.80.21.52
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    