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Chemetall Opens  
New Production Facility 
in the USA 

The newly opened Chemetall  
production facility in Blackman 

Township, USA, is one of the big-
gest surface treatment facilities in 
the world. Chemetall has invested 
around $25 million in this manufac-
turing plant, which will cover approxi-
mately 20,000 square metres to house 
manufacturing, and warehousing op-
erations as well as a physical testing 
laboratory. Almost one thousand 
Chemetall products and processes 
will in future be produced at the site 
for applications in surface treatment, 

metal fabrication, surface cleaning 
and metal processing. According to 
the company, the new facility ful�ls 
the highest environmental and safe-
ty standards. “With this investment in 
Blackman Township we will further ex-
pand our surface treatment business 
in the NAFTA region. We are commit-
ted to setting equally high standards 
around the globe with regard to su-
perior quality for our customers and a 
low carbon footprint” said Joris Mer-
ckx, President of Chemetall. At the 
new plant, a semi-automated waste 
treatment system has been installed 
to reduce process waste water by 90 
percent. Automation advancements, 
including bulk material handling sys-
tems, mixing vessels and packaging 
lines, have also been incorporated in-
to the Blackman Township facility to 
increase productivity as well as to im-
prove product yield and quality for 
customers. 

The main building of the new Chemetall 
production facility in Blackman Township, 
USA

7,000th Dürr Painting Robot Operates in China

After a positive experience with sev-
eral Dürr paint shops already sup-

plied, the Chinese joint venture SGM 
has ordered two more, one for the 
Norsom III plant in spring 2012 and 
now as follow-up project in Wuhan. In 
this identical plant, the 7,000th paint-
ing robot from Dürr will go into oper-
ation. As the general contractor, Dürr 
is building an energy-saving and re-
source-saving production facility with 
the latest technology in Wuhan. Interi-
or and exterior painting in the topcoat 
area is performed fully automatically 
by 86 robots. On each line, each body 
is cleaned with emu feathers before 
the painting process takes place. The 

base coat and clear coat are applied 
by a rotary atomiser (EcoBell2). When 
used for interior painting, this atomiser 
achieves a higher application e�cien-
cy than an ordinary atomiser and ad-
ditionally provides signi�cant material 
savings. The paint booth system Eco-
DryScrubber saves up to 60 percent of 
energy in the painting booth. The com-
bination of dry separation and fully au-
tomatic paint application on the interi-
or and exterior leads to a signi�cant re-
duction in operating costs. This a�ects 
energy consumption as well as the con-
sumption of paint. In addition to that, 
synergy e�ects from the predecessor 
project could be realised. 

Assembly of painting 
robots at the Dürr 
plant in Bietigheim-
Bissingen, Germany

New Regional Vice 
President at Enthone 
Europe

Thomas Ahrens has been appoint-
ed Regional Vice President, En-

thone Europe. Before joining Entho-
ne, Ahrens held several senior leader-
ship roles in a variety of industries, and 
most recently he was the interim CEO 
of MCS Technologies GmbH, where 
he was instrumental in restructuring 
the business. Prior to this, he worked 
for the Total Group for �fteen years. 
He spent over six years as the global 
vice president of operations at its di-
rect subsidiary, Atotech. Ahrens will 
be based at the company’s European 
headquarters in Langenfeld, Germany.

Thomas Ahrens is the new Regional Vice 
President of Enthone Europe
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