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This study (https:// doi. org/ 10. 1245/ s10434- 023- 14374-7) 
highlights the importance of access to psychiatry in patients 
with gastrointestinal cancer undergoing surgery via geo-
spatial analysis. Patients with lower access to psychiatric 

services had worse postoperative outcomes. Policymakers 
should prioritize improving mental health screening and 
access to psychiatric services.
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15,714
Patients with mental illness 

undergoing surgery for 
gastrointestinal cancer

Geospatial analysis:
3,937 high access to psychiatry
3,910 low access to psychiatry

Patients with lower access to 
psychiatric services had worse 

post-operative outcomes

Prioritize policy change: 

Regular mental health screening

Improve access to psychiatric 
service

↑ Length of Stay 
(OR 1.11, 95%CI 1.01-1.22; p=0.028)

↑ 90-day Readmission
(OR 1.19, 95%CI 1.08-1.31; p<0.001)

↓ Textbook Outcome
(OR 0.85, 95%CI 0.77-0.93; p<0.001) 

↓ Discharge Home
(OR 0.89, 95%CI 0.80-0.99; p=0.028)
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