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This study (https:// doi. org/ 10. 1245/ s10434- 023- 13471-x) 
highlights the burden of mental illness and suicidal ideation 
in patients with gastrointestinal cancer. Single, white males 

living in privilege were at highest risk of suicidal ideation. 
Policies ensuring routine screening and equitable mental 
healthcare access must be prioritized.  
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Conclusion:
↑ Suicidal ideation in 

gastrointestinal cancer

Hospital/Governmental policy 
targeting

↑ Awareness about symptoms
↑ Routine screening

↑ Access to mental care

Patient
Married (vs Unmarried) – ↑ 103% odds
Male (vs Female) – ↑ 34% odds
White (vs Black) – ↑ 34% odds
Clinical

Supportive Care – Reference
Unimodal – ↑ 40% odds

Multimodal – ↑ 96% odds
Social
- Low Social Vulnerability (more 

privileged) – ↑ 33% odds
- Shortage of mental healthcare 

professionals – ↑ 21% odds

Predictors of Suicidal Ideation

SEER-Medicare: 382,266 patients

Objective: Examine patient, 
clinical, and social determinants 

of health associated with suicidal 

ideation in gastrointestinal cancer 

patients
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