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Injury of the artery of Adamkiewicz (AKA) may lead to

spinal cord ischemia and severe neurologic complications.

We analyzed the importance of preoperative identification of

the AKA by spinal digital subtraction angiography (DSA) for

the therapeutic procedure in children with posterior medi-

astinal tumors (https://doi.org/10.1245/s10434-021-10381-

8). Thirty-six children with posterior mediastinal tumors

were evaluated for surgery at our clinic. In ten children with

left-sided or bilateral tumor localized at vertebral level T8 to

L1, the most probable location of the artery, spinal DSA was

performed during preoperative workup to assess AKA. The

AKA was identified in all cases, and proximity to the tumor

was detected in four patients, in three of whom the planned

surgery was changed to irradiation. No complications occur-

red during spinal DSA or surgery.
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In posterior mediastinal pediatric tumors, spinal DSA is

a safe and reliable method for preoperative visualization of

the AKA. It can reveal proximity to the tumor and guide

local therapy, thereby avoiding critical intra- or postoper-

ative situations.
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