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In this retrospective study of patients with nonulcerated
T1b melanoma in the SEER database (https://doi.org/10.
1245/510434-021-09998-6), we found a low sentinel node
positivity prevalence, and a high estimated cost compared
with office-based wide local excision alone.
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7,245 patients with clinically node-negative non-ulcerated T1B melanoma, 2010-2016
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53% underwent SLNB
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Number needed to biopsy to
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t Odds of positive node:

Female Sex: OR 1.51 (1.07, 2.13)
Trunk Location: OR 2.01 (1.14, 3.55)
25 >1 Mitoses: OR 1.74 (1.25, 2.41)
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$3,260 vs $390
Medicare Cost Difference
SLNB+WLE vs WLE alone

$650 vs $80
Patient Out of Pocket Cost Difference
SLNB+WLE vs WLE alone

$71,700 (Range $54,650-$83,170)
Added cost to identify a positive node
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