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Álvaro Arjona-Sanchez, PhD1,2, Francisca Valenzuela-Molina, MD1,2, Blanca Rufian-Andujar, MD1,2, and

Antonio Romero-Ruiz, PhD1,2

1Unit of Surgical Oncology, Department of Surgery, Reina Sofia University Hospital, Córdoba, Spain; 2GE09 Research in
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Peritoneal pseudomyxoma (PMP) is a rare disease that is

treated in referral centres via cytoreductive surgery in

association with hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemother-

apy (HIPEC). Given its particular biological and

histological characteristics, the nomenclature used to

describe PMP has not yet been standardized and therefore

several histological classifications are available, including

those by Ronnett et al. in 1995,1 Bradley et al. in 2006,2 the

WHO classification published in 2010,3 and the American

Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) 8th edition in 2017.4

This Tower of Babel in PMP has made it very difficult to

compare and share the data between different centres.

Regarding this issue, the Peritoneal Surface Oncology

Group International (PSOGI) carried out a consensual clas-

sification system of PMP based on the DELPHI

methodology.5 Most of the oncological surgeons adopted this

new system, however no survival correlation had been stud-

ied. The present study has achieved this validation compared

with the most used classification (Ronnett), obtaining an

optimal level of prediction for overall survival and disease-

free survival in the receiver operating characteristic curves.6

This validation provides us with a trustworthy common lan-

guage to deal with PMP, allowing us the possibility to

perform collaborative studies on this rare disease.

After this validation study, we should take a leap for-

ward by adding new prognostic factors, such as the

molecular profile, including genetic mutations (Ras/Raf/

MEK/ERK pathway or TP53), and biomarkers, such as the

Ki67 proliferation rate used in other peritoneal malignan-

cies. Including these molecular markers might provide us

with a new score to predict outcomes for these patients.
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