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Welcome to the American Society of Breast Surgeons

(ASBrS) inaugural issue of the Annals of Surgical Oncol-

ogy (ASO), which, effective January 1, 2010, is the official

journal of the ASBrS. The ASBrS was founded in 1995 by

surgeons concerned about access to the latest breast tech-

nologies and quality of patient care. As the society has

grown, its initiatives have expanded to include work in the

areas of patient safety and quality, coding and reimburse-

ment, certification, research, and education. ASBrS now

has more than 2800 members in the United States and in 35

countries. The ASBrS is the primary leadership organiza-

tion for surgeons who treat patients with breast disease,

with membership inclusive of academia and community

settings. It is committed to continually improving the

practice of breast surgery by being an advocate for sur-

geons who seek excellence in the care of breast patients.

This mission is accomplished by serving as a forum for the

exchange of ideas and by promoting education, research,

and the development of advanced surgical techniques.

This issue of the ASO highlights selected scientific

content and educational material presented at our society’s

11th annual meeting, which took place from April 28 to

May 2, 2010, in Las Vegas. This meeting was attended by

over 1300 physicians. The ASBrS Publications Committee

reviewed 175 abstracts submitted, from which the best

papers were selected for inclusion in this issue. The George

Peters Award is given for the best paper by a fellow and

was established by the society to honor Dr. George N.

Peters, who was instrumental in bringing together the

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, the ASBrS,

the American Society of Breast Disease, and the Society of

Surgical Oncology (SSO) to develop educational objectives

for breast fellowships.1 The educational objectives were

first used to award Komen Interdisciplinary Breast Fel-

lowships. Subsequently, the curriculum was used for the

breast fellowship credentialing process, which has led to

the development of a nationwide matching program for

breast fellowships. The Outstanding Scientific Award for

the Best Paper by a Resident and Scientific Achievement

are examples of the diverse high-quality educational

material provided in this issue.2,3 Dr. Zannis’s inspirational

presidential address exemplifies the passionate leadership

of the ASBrS, which continues on an upward trajectory.4

The initial experience with the Mastery of Surgery Pro-

gram reported in this issue illustrates the tremendous

commitment to defining quality measures that will raise the

bar for the care for all breast patients.5

We are pleased with the wide variety of clinically rel-

evant articles in this issue, including nipple-sparing

mastectomy and oncoplastic surgical technique, partial-

breast radiation methods, molecular pathology, breast

magnetic resonance imaging, development of quality and

outcomes measures, disparity in care, reconstructive sur-

gery, tumor subtypes, new models for screening and

diagnosis, breast conservation for multicentric disease,

sentinel node biopsy, role of axillary node dissection, and

an innovative intraoperative tumor localization method.

We want to acknowledge the vision and leadership of

Suzanne Klimberg, Art Lerner, Charles Balch, and Jane

Schuster (ASBrS), who have brought the ASBrS and the

ASO together. This inaugural issue is the tangible result of

their dedication to advancing education, research, and

patient care. Special thanks to our highly committed AS-

BrS Publication Committee (Table 1) and to Laura Randel

(ASBrS) and Deborah Whippen (SSO), who have worked

in harmony to help produce this issue. We hope you enjoy

reading it, and we encourage your further involvement in

the ASBrS and ASO in the future.
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