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It is a distinct honor and singular privilege for me to

introduce the Society of Surgical Oncology’s inaugural

Distinguished Service Awardee, David P. Winchester,

M.D. (Fig. 1). Let me walk you through this remarkable

man’s life, and you will readily see why he was chosen to

be the first recipient of one of our Society’s highest honors.

David was born and raised in Illinois by his mother,

Virginia, and father, Allan. In 1959 he received his

Bachelor of Arts from Northwestern University in Evans-

ton, Illinois. While in college David married his high

school sweetheart, Marilyn, and started a long-term part-

nership that is still going strong, now for more than

55 years (Fig. 2). This in itself is somewhat remarkable

considering that 55 years ago his surprise choice of an

ideal honeymoon destination for Marilyn and him was St.

Louis, Missouri.

David graduated in 1963 from Northwestern University

Medical School and then did his internship at Evanston

Hospital in Evanston, Illinois. Following his surgical

internship, David served in the U.S. Army and was

deployed to Vietnam in 1966 as a Captain in the Medical

Corps. This was certainly a harbinger of a life committed to

both service and improving the lives of others. David

returned home to complete his general surgery residency at

Northwestern University Medical Center, followed by a

surgical oncology fellowship at the University of Texas

MD Anderson Hospital and Tumor Institute.

David has been an attending surgeon for 40 years at

Evanston Hospital, where he has also served in many lead-

ership positions, including Head of Surgical Oncology and

Chief of the Division of General Surgery. In 1995 he was

chosen to be Chairman of the Department of Surgery at

Evanston Northwestern Health Care, and he remained in that

leadership position until 2007. During that time, David was a

Professor of Surgery at Northwestern University Medical

School and currently holds that same academic title at the

University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine.

David’s academic accomplishments during the early

part of his career are extraordinary and what you would

envision for a leading figure in academic surgery. David

has authored or co-authored more than 200 peer-reviewed

publications and also has ten book chapters and five books

to his credit. He has been a member of numerous editorial

boards of both surgical and oncology journals including:

Cancer, the Journal of Surgical Oncology, the Interna-

tional Journal of Radiation Oncology, Biology and

Physics, and, of course, our Society’s journal, the Annals of

Surgical Oncology. David has had bestowed upon him

numerous awards, medals, named lectureships, and an

endowed chair in his name, the David P. Winchester, MD,

Chair of Surgical Oncology, with the first chair holder

being his accomplished son, David J. Winchester, MD. One

of David’s proudest academic achievements is being

awarded on multiple occasions (1990, 1993, 1998, 2006,

and 2007) the Outstanding Faculty Teacher of the year in

the Department of Surgery at Northwestern University

Feinberg School of Medicine recognizing his enduring

dedication to education and surgical training.

David has had a long-term commitment to the mission and

values of the Society of Surgical Oncology for decades and

has served on its Executive Council for 10 years, named

Secretary in 1993 through 1996 and served as our President

in 1997–1998. While most individuals would have sat on

their laurels, David was just getting started, and, therefore, it

is what he has accomplished following his term as SSO

president that truly distinguishes this surgical leader. First let

me quickly summarize his tenure at the American College of
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Surgeons (Fig. 3). Pursuing his interest in cancer quality

improvement and outcomes, David has served as Medical

Director of the National Cancer Programs for 30 years and

during that time has also served as the Executive Director of

the American Joint Committee of Cancer. He has been the

principal investigator of the National Cancer Data Base

(NCDB) since its creation in 1988 and was a founding

member of the National Accreditation Program for Breast

Centers in 2005. Finally, he conceived and established the

American College of Surgeons’ Clinical Scholars Program

for surgical residents and fellows interested in an academic

surgical oncology career.

Let me try to highlight some of David’s accomplish-

ments in each of these specific areas where he has

substantially impacted the level and quality of cancer care

in the United States. Under his direction the Commission

on Cancer has grown to more than 1,500 accredited cancer

programs. In 1985 there were only 16 member organiza-

tions affiliated with the Commission on Cancer, and now

this number has grown to more than 50 member organi-

zations. The Society of Surgical Oncology has been a

member of the Commission on Cancer since 1976. He

oversaw publication of 5 editions of the Commission on

Cancer Standards for Cancer Program Accreditation and

three editions of the Commission’s Data Collection Stan-

dards Manuel, the most recent being the Facility Oncology

Registry Data Standards (FORDS). Likewise, under his

direction of the American Joint Committee on Cancer

(AJCC), David oversaw publication of five editions of the

American Joint Committee on Cancer’s Cancer Staging

Manual and is currently working on the eighth edition of

that bible of cancer staging that we all are so familiar with.

In 2009 the AJCC celebrated its 50th anniversary. It was

David’s idea to establish the National Accredited Program

for Breast Centers (NAPBC) with now more than 500

centers throughout the United States adhering to and

maintaining the quality guidelines essential to state-of-the-

art twenty first century care of the breast cancer patient. If

that were not enough, in 1988 David established the

NCDB, the world’s largest clinical cancer data base cap-

turing more than 70 % of newly diagnosed cancer patients

in the United States and containing more than 30 million

cases of cancer. He also defined the first set of cancer

quality measures endorsed by the National Quality Forum

in 2009 in Breast, Colon, and Rectal Cancer. He was

instrumental in developing a series of reporting tools as a

component of the NCDB to provide feedback to accredited

centers and allow comparison of center performance. The

first real-time reporting tool, the Rapid Quality Reporting

System, debuted in 2011. It is noteworthy that data from

the NCDB has been included in more than 350 publications

since 1990. Under David’s leadership the NCDB will be

celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2013.

FIG. 1 David P. Winchester, MD

FIG. 2 Marilyn and David Winchester
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Finally, David was instrumental in developing a plan that

officially helped establish the American College of Surgeons

Oncology Group (ACOSOG) as the tenth cancer cooperative

group funded by the National Cancer Institute in 1988. He also

substantially contributed to the transition of ACOSOG to the

Alliance Clinical Cancer Cooperative Group and helped to

foster the American College of Surgeons Clinical Research

Program, a vital investigative arm of the Alliance in 2012.

FIG. 3 David and the American College of Surgeons team

FIG. 4 The Winchester family gathering during the holiday season
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I am certain that after providing you with a glimpse of

what David has accomplished over the last five decades, I

have little doubt that if you asked him what is his greatest

achievement he would echo that it is in joining together

with Marilyn to create an amazing family consisting of

highly successful children (Dave, Diane, Debbie, and

Dora) and too numerous to count grandchildren (Fig. 4).

The SSO Distinguished Service Award is replacing the

annual Heritage Award that has appropriately honored our

illustrious past presidents. The Distinguished Service

Award was established to be given to a surgical oncologist

who has demonstrated outstanding contributions to surgical

oncology, either through their service to the SSO, their

outstanding research, or for enhancing the clinical care in

improving the lives of cancer patients. There is no single

individual I know of who embodies the comprehensive

intent of this award more than David P. Winchester via his

enduring influence on establishing standards and elevating

the quality of cancer care in the United States. Therefore,

on behalf of the Society of Surgical Oncology I am thrilled

to confer the inaugural 2013 SSO Distinguished Service

Award to Dr. David P. Winchester (Fig. 5).
FIG. 5 The inaugural SSO Distinguished Service Award honoree,

David P. Winchester, MD, FACS
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