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1 Introduction and main results

1.1 Introduction

We consider the Cauchy problem for the two-dimensional quasilinear wave equations
with null conditions:

2u— Au =g/k(8u)8]3(u, (&%) e R, x R?, w1
u(0,x) = sug(x), 0:1(0,x) = eup(x), '

where we used the convention that repeated upper and lower indices are summed over
jok=0,1,2and 3y = 9, 9; = 0y, i = 1,2. Without loss of generality, we impose the symmetry
constraint on the coefficients g* as follows:

g m=g"m, Vjik=012 vneRk’. (1.2)
Furthermore, we restrict g’ to be smooth real functions vanishing at the origin, and hence
&) =g+ Wy + 75 (m),  PR) = O(Inl?), (1.3)

where g/ and /X" are constants, and 7 are smooth functions. Since our work is based
on the global well-posedness theory of the system (1.1) by Alinhac [2], we assume that
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(40, u1) are smooth functions with compact supports. To proceed further, we define g(w) =

g/k,l

then we introduce both null conditions from [2]

wjwrwy, (@) = W w0010, where o = (0o, w1, w2) € R1*? and ~0? + 0} + w3 = 0,

glw)=0, h(w) =0. (1.4)
For simplicity of presentation, we assume that
7% =0, supp(ug, u1) € By = {x eR?: x| < 1}. (1.5)
Let us denote

o=r—t,  x=r(cose,sing), r= x| = /a7 + 3,

and it is well known that for the solution u; of 2D linear wave equations with smooth and
compactly supported initial data (u, 1), there exists a smooth function F = F(o, ¢) such
that for the arbitrary multiindex /

[T

BO‘F](uL(t,x) - %F(o,@)‘ <Coi(1+07 3 (1+1]0])2, if r> % >1, (1.6)

where I' is a product of order |/| of the Klainerman vector fields:

S=1t0; +rd, 2 =x10y, — %204, O 3 j=12, (1.7)
and F is the so-called Friedlander radiation field, see Theorem 6.2.1 of [9]. In the case n = 2
and the null condition g(w) = 0 is satisfied, Alinhac [1] introduced the slow time variable
s=¢&2In(1 + t) and made the ansatz (see [1, 2]), which indicates that the solution admits
the asymptotic expansion

u(t,x) ~ %U(s,a,q)), (1.8)
for some function U and o, ¢ defined as above. Moreover, if both null conditions (1.4)
are satisfied, then the global existence was established by Alinhac in [2], one can also refer
to [3] and [10]. More precisely, for ¢ > 0 small enough and any integer N > 7, the global
solution u« of (1.1) satisfies

En(®)= Y [0 ut, )| jogua < Ce@ + 0,

[I|<=N
(1.9)
EN—Z(t) = Z ||8F1Lt(t, ) ||L2(R2) S CE.
[[|<N-2
Furthermore, for |I| < %, one has the linear decay estimate as follows:
I 1 _1
|aT u(t,x)| <e(L+6)2(L+|r—¢]) 2. (1.10)

Recently, He, Liu and Wang [8] obtained a result about the asymptotic behavior similar to
(1.6):
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Proposition 1.1 Suppose that the conditions (1.3)—(1.5) are satisfied. Let u be the solution
of (1.1) satisfying (1.9) and (1.10), then there exists a function U = U(s, o, @) satisfying

<e, 8,0, U(s,0,¢) = O(aze‘%‘), (1.11)

LS_ON

||80U(s,o,g0)||

such that u satisfies the asymptotic behavior

sup
<%

1
881<u(t,x)— ﬁLI(lnt,r—t,(p)N < et 1.12)

forr> % > 1, where r = |x| and x/|x| = (cos ¢, sin @).

1.2 Main results

In this paper, we give a complete description of the asymptotic behavior of 1. More specifi-
cally, we establish estimates of d(u — U/+/r) under the action of general Klainerman vector
fields. The main result is the following:

Theorem 1.2 Suppose that the conditions (1.3)—(1.5) are satisfied. Let u be the solution of
(1.1) satisfying (1.9) and (1.10). Then, for the function U = U(s, o, ¢) in Proposition 1.1 and
I € {2, S}, u satisfies the asymptotic behavior

1

Jr

sup
<%

arf(u(t,x) U(int,r - t,(p))‘ < et 3", (1.13)

forr=1%>1, wherer = |x| and x/|x| = (cos ¢,sing).

Remark 1.3 By delicate analysis, we show that aT"/x admits representation similar to that
of du (see (3.18) in [8]). This observation allows us to control dT"(« — U/+/7) by the es-
timates of the corresponding profile function f(I'’u). Now, the key point here is how to
understand the relationship between the profile f(I") and the action of I'/ on f(u). For-
tunately, we are able to write f(I'u) in terms of I/ (f()), |J| < |I| with a delicate inductive
argument. Finally, we establish the improvement from (1.12) to (1.13) by some delicate
computations, which generalizes the conclusion in Proposition 1.1.

This paper is organized as follows: In the next section we state the main idea of the
proof and list some necessary a priori estimates. In Sect. 3 we utilize the a priori estimates
together with the asymptotic expansion of the oscillatory integral to establish the expected

estimates.

2 Preliminaries
We first give a sketch of the proof. For the real-valued solution u of (1.1), we set

f=e" (0, -ilV|)u, (2.1)
where f is called the profile function for & and satisfies the following equality

af =13, +ilVI) (3, - iIV])u = &V (Ow). (2.2)
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By (2.1), we can write the solution as

ImEe ¥ 1 [ o (w8 4y (23)
R2

U=——=-* —_
V] 21 11

Then, using the polar coordinate on the phase plane, for fixed x € R?, we denote ﬁ =

(cosg,sing), p = |&€] and % = (cos(@ + ¢),sin(@ + ¢)), thus

u(t,x) = —— Im/ Pt d,o/ ei")(COS(’_l)}‘\(t,pcos(O + ), psin(6 + (p)) do. (2.4)

This kind of representation in (2.4) appeared in [6], one can also refer to [4], [5], [7], and
[8]. For every fixed p, the inner integral with respect to 6 in (2.4) is an oscillatory one. By
the advantage of the property of this oscillatory integral, the authors of [8] constructed an
approximate profile function U as the following:

es 0 Cos@, psing)
2mwip

U(s,o,p) = —Im/ ‘p” dp, (2.5)

and the approximate estimate (1.12) was obtained. In this paper, we apply delicate compu-
tation to show that dI"/& admits similar representation, we shall explain how our analysis
relies on the explicit properties of the approximate profile together with the inductive
method. Then, by some crucial observations of the structure of the representation for-
mula, we manage to control the decay speed of the error term in 8T/ (ux — LI/+/r), and

(1.13) follows immediately. For this aim, we first recall some necessary a priori estimates
from [8].

Lemma 2.1 Iff is the profile function defined by (2.1), then for I € {9,,S} and each I,

<%

| Mo, ez < e (1+1)73, (2.6)
and

F70,/(5,6)] < €*(6) (L + )7 In(1 + 1) 2.7)
Furthermore,

[F7 )2 < e, (2.8)
and

ITTF(,)] < e(6)7'5(In(1 + £))”. (2.9)

3 Proof of Theorem 1.2

In this part we prove (1.13). Based on the results in [8], we utilize the idea of formula (2.4)
and some delicate computations to show that for general Klainerman vector fields, the
estimate in (1.12) could be generalized to (1.13).
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In the proof of (1.13) we only deal with the case d = 9;, for that the case 9 = 9, can be
treated completely analogously.

31 T=Q

For a function v = v(¢,x), we can define a map:

vi— f(v) = V(3 | V|)v.
Hence,

1 i -itlé| 77
ov(t,x)=—Re [ & f)(¢ &) dE. (3.1)
2 R2

On the other hand, a direct computation shows that for any index /,

Qf = Q! (e"V(8, - i|VI)u) = V3, — | V]) Q2 u = £ (Q'u). (3.2)
Thus,

0y (Qlu) (t,x)

=Re (eI (Qu))(t, %)

1 . —
- R i(x-5-tl€]) oI ,
> e/Rf 1(t,€)dg

1 S T —
=5 Re/ e pdp / e””(“’se_l)Qlf(t, pcos(f +¢)psin(6 + (p)) do.
v 0 -

Recall that in Lemma 2.1,}’\ and S/Z? admit the same estimate, thus the last line of (3.3) has
the same property as the formula (3.18) in [8]. In fact,

J

148

P dp / ei’”(COSO‘I)S/Z?(t, pcos( + ), psin(0 +¢)) do

s

t—l+6

< /0 |S/2§’(t, pcos(@ + ), psin( +¢))|pdp (3.4)

148

5/ s(p)‘ls(ln(1+t))2p dp <e(l+1)72%,
0
where § is a positive constant that could be chosen arbitrarily small, hence we have

3, (Qu)(t,%)

1

o0 b/g
=5 Re / y e*"pdp / P osI=VQIf (¢, pcos(@ + ¢), psin(@ + ¢))dd  (3.5)
i -

+ O(s(l + t)_2+2‘3).

For the remaining part, where p > t"1*3, we have A = rp > > — 00 as t — o0o. Conse-

quently, we will apply the asymptotic expansion in [11] to the inner integral

b
/ P sI=VQIf (¢, pcos(f + @), psin(9 + ¢)) do.

s

Page 5 of 11
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For this aim, we use the cut-off function y € C*(R) defined as follows

1’ _1 S y S 1;
x) = (3.6)
0, ly=2

and rewrite (3.5) as
0y (Qlu) (t,x)

:iRe/*OO el'p(r—t)pdp/” e[rp(cosf)—l)x<ﬂ>
21 148 . b/

X @(t, pcos(0 + @), psin(0 + ¢)) do

+ i Re/OO eip(r—t)pdp /'” eirp(cosﬂfl) 1— X @ (37)
2 148 _71 =

X QAIf(t, pcos(0 + @), psin(0 + ¢)) do
+O0(e(1 +6)7%)

=I+1II+ O(a(l + t)_2+2‘3).

As for the principal term I, we apply Stein’s lemma of an oscillatory integral (see Sect. 8.1.3
of [11], one can also refer to Lemma 3.1 of [8]) to obtain

1 o 2T —
[=— Re/ Pt ( iQQ’(t, pCcos@, psing) + O(A(r,o)’%))p dp,
21 148 irp

where

1Al < Z“@(t,pcosgﬁ,psm(p) Hlio Se(In(1 + t))2,
<3

hence,

1 o —
I=— Re/ Pt | %Qlf(t,pcos @, psing)dp + O(g(l + t)—%+25)
t i

ﬁ —1+68
= 1 Re/ooeip(r_’) LQAIf(t pcosg,psing)dp + O(s(l + t)_%”‘s).
N/ 2mi ’ ’

For the remaining term /I in (3.7), one can integrate with respect to p, then by the relation

puf = t3f = Sf -2,

1 T 100 oo apeip(rcosé—t)
II=—Re 1-x(— ) )d6 —
2 - T 148 (rcos6 —r)
X @(t, pcos(0 + @), psin(0 + @) pdp
1 [e%e} ) T irp cos 100 -
= 2—Re/ e-”ﬂdpf 67<1—X<—))(t8t§21f—91f—591f) do
b4 p _ b4

148 » i(t—rcos6)

1 R /-oo ip(t+n) d fﬂ eirp(c050+1) ) 100 10(7.[ _ 9)
= —Re e — - _ _
2 148 P _z i(t—rcos0) X T X b4

Page 6 of 11
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x (t9,2f - f - 51f) do

L1 Re/f’o itp g /” elrreost ) 100 ) 10(z - 6)
2 ruse P _g i(t—rcosB) X T X T

x (t9,2f - f - 521f) do

=11 + II,.

For II; we can apply Lemma 3.1 in [8] for ¢(0) = cosf) + Land V' ={0: |0 — 7| < £} to

derive
1 o0 , 2 1 — -
I, = — Re/ g P _n - (tatQIf - QIf - SQIf)(t,p cos @, p sing)
2 148 irp i(t +r)
3
O(B(r,o)_2)> dp,
where
DOl _ OIF _ COIF 2
|B|<Z Q,<t8t9f QIf — SQf) < (In(1 +2)) ,
t—rcosf IS 1+¢

V=3

thus a direct computation derives II; = O(e(1 +£)~2 +2‘3) For II,, if the integrand of II; does
not vanish, then |sin@| > sin {5 > 0, thus one can integrate by parts with respect to 6 to
obtain

mis | HWZHW (0:2f - QF - S) | dp < O(e(L +2)2%).

=<1

Therefore, we obtain that

0y (Qlu) (t,x)

1 (3.8)

o0
. _ p — . _§
=—Re | 0 [ L_QIf(t,pcosg, psing)dp + O(e(1 +1)72*%),
7 /0 \ 22 (& pcosg, psing)dp + O(e(1+ 1))

On the other hand, by (2.5) we have,

1 QI (¢,
8t521<7l,[(lnt,r—t,<p)) at<——1 / gintr-0 SEf (L0 COS ¢, psing) dp>
r

2mwip

1
= —Re Pt QIf t, p cos sing)d 3.9
NG fo ,/% 'f(t,pcosg,psing)dp  (3.9)

—ilm/ pinlr—1) Qlaj(t pcosgo,,osm(p)
Jr 0 2mip

Thus, we obtain

1

9, ! <u(t,x) - ﬁu(ln 4y — t,(p)> ‘

Im/ gintr—0 S Q9yf (8, p cos g, p sing) dp
J2mip

3
- +25
Set?

Page 7 of 11
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By (2.7),

517 7 :
/ > ot 3cf(t,pcos'<p,p81n<p) dp’
0 2mwip

(3.10)
o0 In(1+¢
< / e(p)p7 i+ dp Se(l+0)7%,
0 1+t
therefore we have proved
1 1 -3+28 4
9,2 | ult,x) — —=U(lnt,r—t,0) || Se(l+1)72 ifr>—. (3.11)
T 2

32T=S
This case is a little involved. First, note that

S(fw)) = Se"V(3, - i|VI)v = VIS (8, - i|V])v = e“VI(3, - i| V) Sv — e“IV!(3, — i| V)v

— [ =SFW)+f) = f(SV) = (S+Id)fW). (3.12)

Then, by (3.1), the solution u of (1.1) satisfies

3 (S"u) (¢, x)
= Re(e"’tlvlf(Slu))(t, x)
- %Re/}Rz ei(x'é_tlé‘)f@(t,é)df
e [ e T 14
=a ke ] ,e (S +1d)'f (u)(8,§) d§
1

— E Re/ ip(r— l)p dp/ el’rﬂ(COSQ—l) Z C]S]f(u) (t, 0 COS(Q + (p)’ P sin(e + (p)) de
0 -
Vi=H|

where ¢; are constants. By (2.7) and (2.9), W and f/(;) :7 satisfy the same estimate,
thus by an analysis similar to Sect. 3.1,

at(Slu)(t,x)
1
= —Re pir=t) / Z c;Sf(u)(¢, pcos g, psing)dp
V|<\1|
+ O(e(l + t)_%”‘s)
_ 8t< ei v 2= S @)(t, p cos @, psing) dp) (3.13)
f 2mip
Im/ e c;0:Sf (u)(t, pcos g, psing)dp
V|<\1|

+ O(e(l + t)_%”‘s)

=tA+B+0(e(1+ t)‘%*z‘s).

Page 8 of 11
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We shall handle the terms A and B, respectively. It is clear that

1 .
A=0-—Im e’
(ol

o0

1 / o0 pcos g, psing) dp)
0

= 8t<__ Im

7

Note that for any function v,

SF) = taf ) - pd, f) - 2f ),

therefore

1 e (
-— Im/ e
Voo
_ _i1m< / gior-__L
NG 0 T

J2mip

_/0°°

.

For the last integral in (3.16), integrating by parts w.r.t. p, we obtain

1 o0
—ﬁlm/ e

0
1 .
——Im/ Pt

x/; 0

1 = it
+ Im erlrt
v

_ _i > i(r—t)f(v)(
—S( \/;Im/O e’

Thus,

—

o —

J2mip

J2mip

Pr=9

* o=t | _P_
2wi

J2ip

WSVt peosg, psing)
o0

—

dp

1 .
mf(v)(t, pcosg, psing)dp

o0 (S + 1) F )5, pcos g, p sin ) dp)

tam(t, pcosg,psing)dp

Bpf/(;)(t, pCos@, psing) dp).

i (SV)(£, p cos g, p sin p)

V2Tip

dp

P o .
[ E_(ra,f 02, ,
2m,( of (V)(2, p cos @, p sing)

+i(r = )pfW)(t, pcos g, psing)) dp

—

1
J2mip

—

t, p cOs @, p sin @)

J2mip

f(v)(t, pcos g, psing)dp

).

J2mip

N

)

= BtSI (

U(lnt,r—t,¢)

Jr

J2mip

e (STw)(t, pcos g, psing) dp)

1 o0
A=3,S[-—1 l
‘ ( \/;m/() ¢

5

(3.14)

(3.15)

(3.16)

(3.17)

(3.18)

Page 9 of 11
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Hence, the remaining task is to control B. Note that

3:(S +1d) = (S + 21d)o;,

then

1

Im/ er 0:(S + Id)If(u)(t pcosg, psing)dp
J2mip
1

Im/ e (S + 2Id) ’8J(u)(t pcose, psing)dp (3.19)
J2mip

Im/ er Z d; S8, (u)(¢, p cos @, p sing) dp,

|/|SI1|

where dj are constants. For each J, by (2.7),

oo otr )
/0 erv mmzmdﬁ/atf u)(t, pcos g, psing)dp

o In(1+¢
N / s<p>*15p*%¥dp Se(+0)
0 +t

Therefore, |B| < &(1 + L‘)‘%"z‘S if ¥ > t/2, combining this with (3.13) and (3.18), we see that
the estimate of 9,5’ (« — UI/+/r) has been established. The case of d = 9, can be handled
similarly, therefore the proof of (1.13) is completed.
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