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The Editor has retracted this article because, after pub-
lication, concerns were raised with respect to a number 
of the figures, in particular:

•	 Panel Beclin1 in Figure 2A appears to contain visual 
anomalies

•	 In Figure  5A panel miR-181b overlaps with panel 
Beclin1mRNA

•	 In Figure 5A panel mTORmRNA overlaps with panel 
Beclin1mRNA

•	 The microscopy images in Figure 7 are also present in 
Figure 4E of [1]

The Editor therefore no longer has confidence in the 
veracity of the data presented.

In addition, the rats in this study were euthanized by 
cervical dislocation which is not an appropriate method 
for rats in excess of 200 g in mass.

None of the authors have responded to any correspond-
ence from the editor/publisher about this retraction.
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