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The Editors in Chief have retracted this article. After 
publication, concerns were raised about apparent par-
tial overlaps within each image of Figure  1C, as well as 
unlikely appearance of the data presented in Figure  1f 
and the flow cytometry histograms in Figure 5a and e. In 
addition, liver cell lines used in the study (HL-7702, BEL-
7404, SMMC-7721 and QGY-7703) have been previously 
reported as contaminated with HeLa cells and therefore 
not an appropriate model for this study. The authors did 
not respond to requests for further clarification and did 
not supply raw images or the ethics permit. The editors, 
therefore, have lost confidence in the integrity of the arti-
cle’s findings. The authors did not respond to any corre-
spondence from the editor about this retraction.
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