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The sexual violence (SV) suffered in childhood and adoles-
cence significantly affects the physical and mental health
of the victims who are subjected to pain, shame and guilt,
requiring them to adopt coping strategies of these feelings.
The use of alcohol and drugs is a recognized way of deal-
ing with the pain of living. This work of narrative feature
analyzes and discusses through the life story of eight peo-
ple, chemical dependency as a result of VS suffered in
childhood or adolescence. The participants of this study
are male and have suffered sexual violence in this age
period of life. Their ages range from 23 to 39 years, and all
are admitted to a therapeutic community in a city in the
interior of Sao Paulo state, in Brazil, for treatment of
chemical dependency, being met by the department of
Psychology. Seven participants cited the violence suffered
in childhood (between 7 and 9 years), and adolescence
(age 14). The attackers were people closed to the victims.
All patients claim that violence suffered influenced their
entry into the world of drugs. Six participants declare
themselves as homosexuals, a participant claims to have
ceased to be gay and the other is not stated as a homosex-
ual, but presents difficulties regarding sexuality. The parti-
cipants see the drugs as an anesthetic of heartaches. Was
noted that the patients have a double stigma in society:
the issue of drugs addiction and the orientation of sexual
desire, because the majority of participants are homosex-
ual. The results reinforce the need for effective action
geared to accommodate the victims of sexual violence and
effective preventive measures to prevent them, as well as
preventing the use of alcohol by adolescents victimized.

* Correspondence: paulorennes@gmail.com

2Facu\ty of Arts and Letters, University of Sao Paulo, Araraquara Campus,
Araraquara, Brazil

Full list of author information is available at the end of the article

( BioMVed Central

Authors’ details

1Departmem of Neuroscience, National Institute for Space Research, Sao
José dos Campos, Brazil. 2Faculty of Arts and Letters, University of Sao Paulo,
Araraquara Campus, Araraquara, Brazil.

Published: 4 September 2013

doi:10.1186/1940-0640-8-S1-A45

Cite this article as: Ledo Doescher et al: Drug addictions and sexual
violence in childhood and adolescence: analyzing life stories. Addiction
Science & Clinical Practice 2013 8(Suppl 1):A45.

~
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of:
e Convenient online submission
e Thorough peer review
¢ No space constraints or color figure charges
¢ Immediate publication on acceptance
¢ Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar
* Research which is freely available for redistribution
Submit your manuscript at =
www.biomedcentral.com/submit () BioMed Central
J/

© 2013 Leado Doescher et al; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


mailto:paulorennes@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0

	Author details

