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Abstract

Although the biomarker carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) is expressed in colorectal tumors, the utility of an
anti-CEA-functionalized image medium is powerful for in vivo positioning of colorectal tumors. With a risk of
superparamagnetic iron oxide nanoparticles (SPIONPs) that is lower for animals than other material carriers,
anti-CEA-functionalized SPIONPs were synthesized in this study for labeling colorectal tumors by conducting
different preoperatively and intraoperatively in vivo examinations. In magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), the image
variation of colorectal tumors reached the maximum at approximately 24 h. However, because MRI requires a
nonmetal environment, it was limited to preoperative imaging. With the potentiality of in vivo screening and
intraoperative positioning during surgery, the scanning superconducting-quantum-interference-device
biosusceptometry (SSB) was adopted, showing the favorable agreement of time-varied intensity with MRI.
Furthermore, biological methodologies of different tissue staining methods and inductively coupled plasma (ICP)
yielded consistent results, proving that the obtained in vivo results occurred because of targeted anti-CEA
SPIONPs. This indicates that developed anti-CEA SPIONPs owe the utilities as an image medium of these in vivo
methodologies.
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Background
Colorectal tumors, which are caused by uncontrolled cell
growth in the colon or rectum [1], have constituted the
third most commonly diagnosed cancer in the world, es-
pecially in developed countries [2]. In screening methods,
a stool occult blood test is usually performed when the pa-
tient has experienced symptoms such as unusual bowel
habits. When the result is positive, flexible sigmoidoscopy,
barium enema, or colonoscopy is further applied. Because
of discomfort and risks, such as the colonic perforation
that can occur in these invasive methods, noninvasive
methods [3], such as computed tomography (CT), posi-
tron emission tomography (PET), and magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI), are alternatively used to image not only
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the primary colorectal tumor but also metastatic tumors
in other organs.
Two approaches can enhance the sensitivity and spe-

cificity of these medical imaging procedures [3]. The
first approach is the multimodality of structural im-
aging and functional imaging, such as the CT/PET and
MRI/PET. The second is based on image contrast
media using bioprobes. Here, the image contrast media
are the radioactive materials for CT and PET and the
superparamagnetic materials for MRI. It is well known
that these radioactive media and methodologies entail
a biological risk and that the clinically popular gadolin-
ium medium of MRI superparamagnetic materials
induces the side effect of kidney disease [4]. Because
iron oxide materials have a low risk of toxicity [5],
superparamagnetic iron oxide nanoparticles (SPIONPs)
coated with bioprobes have been developed for highly
specific labeling [6] of targeted tumors in examining [7]
and treating [8] tumors.
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Because carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) is expressed
in colorectal cancer [9], it is a useful indicator for treat-
ment progress according to the decreasing CEA level in
plasma [10]. Therefore, anti-CEA SPIONPs were devel-
oped as the contrast medium of MRI for colorectal can-
cer. However, because MRI requires a no-metal and
shielded environment, as well as the patient to lie inside
a coil, the procedure is limited to preoperative examin-
ation rather than intraoperative examination. Therefore,
the multimodality image contrast media of preoperative
and intraoperative examinations have emerged recently,
for example, nanoparticles used in preoperative MRI
with an additional near-infrared fluorescent [11] indica-
tor for intraoperative optical imaging or an additional
radioactive indicator for an intraoperative gamma im-
aging [12]. However, synthesizing various functional in-
dicators on nanoparticles increases not only the cost but
also the toxicity risk.
To accommodate the needs of preoperative and intra-

operative examinations using simple SPIONPs without
additional indicators, the superior magnetic characteristics
of SPIONPs should be examined for conducting different
in vivo examinations. For example, the paramagnetic or
superparamagnetic characteristics of SPIONPs have been
used for performing the image contrast of MRI [13]. Simi-
larly, the nonlinear response of SPIONPs was developed
to reveal SPIONP distributions by magnetic particle im-
aging (MPI). However, the field of view of MPI currently
is quite small, for example, the beating heart of a
mouse [14,15]. Recently, a scanning superconducting-
quantum-interference-device biosusceptometry (SSB)
system, possessing the advantage of an ultrasonic-like
operation, was developed to track SPIONPs noninva-
sively without using bioprobes in animals [16,17]. The
mechanism entails examining the in-phase component
of the AC susceptibility of SPIONPs.
In this work, to validate the simple anti-CEA-function-

alized SPIONPs demonstrating the ability to label colo-
rectal tumors, anti-CEA-functionalized SPIONPs were
synthesized and injected into mice implanted with colo-
rectal tumors for MRI and SSB examinations in vivo.

Methods
The Animal Care and Use Committee of National
Taiwan University approved all experimental protocols
(No. 20110009), named ‘Development of Core-technologies
and Applications of Nano-targeting Low-field Magnetic
Resonance Imaging.’ All experiments were conducted
according to the animal care guidelines of the university.
The used magnetic fluids (MFs), as shown in Figure 1a,

were composed of anti-CEA SPIONPs and water sol-
vents. Anti-CEA SPIONPs were synthesized from Fe3O4

SPIONPs without any antibody coating (MagQu Corp.,
Taipei, Taiwan). By oxidizing the dextran coating of
Fe3O4 SPIONPs with NaIO4 to create aldehyde groups
(−CHO) [18], the dextran reacted with the anti-CEA
antibodies (10C-CR2014M5, Fitzgerald, Acton, MA,
USA) through -CH = N- to conjugate the anti-CEA anti-
bodies covalently. Performing magnetic separation then
separated the unbound antibodies from the MFs. The
used MFs were characterized according to magnetic
characteristics using a vibration sample magnetometer
(Model 4500, EG&G Corp., San Francisco, CA, USA),
according to particle size by dynamic laser scattering
(Nanotrac 150, Microtrac Corp., Montgomeryville, PA,
USA), and according to magnetic composition using a dif-
fractometer (D-500, Siemens Corp., Munich, Germany)
for powder X-ray diffraction.
For implanting the colorectal tumors, the injections of

the CT-26 cell line were processed through the skin on
the backs of 8-week-old mice. Three weeks later, 0.06
emu/g and 100 μl of anti-CEA SPIONPs in water were
injected into the tail veins of five mice. Two mice, mouse
1 and mouse 2, were examined using SSB and MRI mag-
netic instruments. The SSB examination schedule was at
the 0th, 14th, 26th, 40th, 68th, and 92nd hours for mouse
1 and at the 0th, 8th, 20th, and 42nd hours for mouse 2.
The MRI examination schedule was 4 h later than each
SSB examination time. Here, 0th represents the time be-
fore injection. Proving that the anti-CEA SPIONPs were
bound to the tumor tissue required determining the Fe
amount using inductively coupled plasma (ICP) and well-
known tissue staining methods, such as hematoxylin and
eosin (HE) staining, Prussian blue (PB) staining, anti-CEA
staining, and cluster of differentiation 31 (CD 31) staining,
to examine the tumor tissue of three mice, mouse 3,
mouse 4, and mouse 5, which were euthanized at the 0th,
24th, and 98th hours, respectively.
The SSB scheme, a novel magnetic handy probe as shown

in Figure 2a, has two major parts, the superconducting
quantum interference device (SQUID) unit and the scan-
ning probe unit. The SQUID unit was composed of a
high-Tc SQUID sensor (JSQ GmbH, Jülich, Germany)
surrounded by an input coil, cooled in liquid nitrogen, and
shielded in a set of shielding cans. The scanning probe
unit was composed of excitation and pickup coils, which
were moved by a three-axial step motor. The shielded
copper wires were connected to the pickup coils of the
scanning probe unit and the input coil of the SQUID unit
for flux transfer. Therefore, SSB has the superior advan-
tages of convenient magnetism measurement by moving
the scanning probe along any sample contour. Besides, the
measured signal intensity could be amplified by a suitable
transfer design. Both are opposite to the complex alignment
of the sample under a small SQUID sensor and have a sen-
sitivity limited by the mechanism of the cooing Dewar and
the shielding can for a general SQUID system. In addition
to the superior sensitivity of several picotesla, the excitation



Figure 1 Characterization of anti-CEA MFs. (a) The structural scheme of anti-CEA MFs. (b) Magnetization properties of anti-CEA MFs. (c) The
PXRD pattern of the crystalline SPIONPs. (d) Distribution of the hydrodynamic diameter of SPIONPs.
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field of 400 Hz and 120 Oe was determined to be safe for
animals because of their frequency-strength product being
smaller than the criteria of 4.85 × 108 kA/m s [19]. Under
the alternating-current (AC) magnetic excitation field, the
AC susceptibility of samples resulted in the AC magnetism
for SSB examination.
During the measurement process, the test mice were

initially anesthetized, and their back tumors were then
covered by a plastic plate with a tumor-fit hole to fix the
relative orientation and distance of the tumor from the
scanning probe unit. The scanning probe unit scanned the
entire tumors in several scanning paths with a vertical
interval of 0.1 mm. Thus, a magnetic image for the tumor
could be constructed, as shown in Figure 2a. SPIONPs
under AC field excitation generally expressed the charac-
teristics of AC susceptibility. Therefore, the SSB signal
from the in-phase component of the AC susceptibility
of SPIONPs was in proportion to the SPIONP concen-
tration [16].
The 3-T MRI (Bruker Biospec System, Karlsruhe,

Germany) and a volume coil were used for T2-weighted
images. In parallel with the arrangement of the anesthe-
tized mouse, a long tube filled with deionized (DI) water
was inserted as the intensity reference to dismiss the in-
strument drift at various times. Producing the coronal
images of each entire mice body at 2-mm intervals re-
quired nearly 2 h.
In general, the uniformity of the static field and gradient

field is distorted by SPIONPs, resulting in the dephasing
of the proton nuclear spin and, subsequently, the reduc-
tion of nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) intensity in-
duced by the pulse field of MRI [20]. Hence, the labeled
tumor cells using bound SPIONPs expressed a darker
image. Therefore, SPIONPs were the contrast agent of the
MR images.
For ICP examination (EVISA Instruments, PE-SCIEX

ELAN 6100 DRC, High Valued Instrument Center,
National Science Council, Kaohsiung, Taiwan), two pieces
of tumor tissue from one euthanized mouse were both
weighted by a 0.1-g weight and then dissolved entirely in a
HNO3 solution at a concentration of 65%; they were then
diluted and examined. To evaluate the incorporation of an
anti-CEA SPIONP quantity into the tumor tissue, the
difference of Fe concentration between the varied post-
injection and pre-injection times at the 0th hour was
expressed as ΔCFe (ppm).



Figure 2 SSB examination. (a) The schemes of SSB and its examination of a mouse with a colorectal tumor on its back. (b) The scanning curves
at maximum intensity.
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The tissue staining was processed (Laboratory Animal
Center, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan), and
the × 400 magnification of the optical images was observed
using a light microscope. HE staining, PB staining, anti-
CEA staining, and CD 31 staining were performed to
identify the tumor tissue, Fe element distribution, and
anti-CEA SPIONP distribution; and the degree of tumor
angiogenesis was related to the transportation of anti-CEA
SPIONPs.

Results and discussion
Figure 1b shows the curve of the magnetism-applied field
(M-H) curve of anti-CEA SPIONPs. Based on the ultralow
hysteresis in the M-H curve, the anti-CEA SPIONPs
expressed superparamagnetic characteristics. Furthermore,
the X-ray pattern of the anti-CEA SPIONPs in Figure 1c
depicts the crystal structure of anti-CEA SPIONPs
obtained by X-ray diffraction. The major peaks correspond
with the standard X-ray pattern of Fe3O4 (JCPDS card no.
65–3107), verifying that the magnetic material was Fe3O4,
a magnetic iron oxide (IO). In addition, the distribution of
the hydrodynamic diameter, as shown in Figure 1d, indi-
cates that anti-CEA SPIONPs have a mean diameter of
50 ± 2 nm. In other words, anti-CEA SPIONPs belong to
the so-called ‘ultrasmall superparamagnetic iron oxides
(USPIOs)’ [21].
An entire colorectal tumor implanted in an anesthe-

tized mouse was scanned using the SSB scanning probe
for 4 min. After each scanning, a scanning curve was
obtained, as shown in the inset of Figure 2a. Among all
scanning curves at a time point, the scanning curve with
the largest Ipeak, the maximum intensity, was selected as



Figure 3 Comparison between ΔArea/Areamax by SSB and
Inormalized by MRI for mouse 1 and mouse 2.
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a representative for comparison with other Ipeak at vari-
ous times, as shown in Figure 2b. In Figure 2b, both
Ipeak and the peak width of the scanning curve increased
from the 0th hour, achieved the maximum at the 26th
hour for mouse 1 and the 20th hour for mouse 2, and
decreased to levels similar to those at the 0th hour.
Figure 4 MRI examination. (a) MR images of mouse 1 and mouse 2 at va
image intensities of the entire and upper tumor regions. The figure inset sh
mouse 2, analyzed in the entire and upper tumor regions.
Therefore, the reliable area of the scanning path, ‘Area,’
was used to analyze the magnetism of the entire tumors
by adding the products of the scanning step and the inten-
sities that were larger than the half of Ipeak. Here, the in-
tensities that were smaller than the half of Ipeak were
skipped because of the significant repeatability errors oc-
curring under particular experimental conditions such as
the arrangement of the mouse and mouse breath. Conse-
quently, the maximum Area of mouse 1 and mouse 2 oc-
curred separately at the 26th hour and the 20th hour. To
prove the reliability of the SSB results by comparing
them with the MRI results, the normalized parameter
ΔArea/Areamax was used to express the magnetic en-
hancement using anti-CEA SPIONPs on a colorectal
tumor, as shown in Figure 3. The examination of mag-
netic labeling of tumors by SSB, as shown in Figure 3, in-
dicated that the accumulation of anti-CEA SPIONPs
reached the highest level and gradually dissipated to the
initial level at approximately the 72nd hour. Because anti-
CEA SPIONPs showed not only the in-phase component
of the AC susceptibility for SSB examination but also the
superparamagnetic properties for MRI contrast imaging,
hence, the dynamic amount variation of anti-CEA
SPIONPs binding to colorectal tumors could be verified
by the Inormalized variation of the MR image with time.
rious examination times. (b) The analytical comparison between the
ows the time variations of different image intensities of mouse 1 and
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Figure 4a shows the representative MR images for the
colorectal tumors of mouse 1 and mouse 2 at various
times. Here, the entire tumor was marked with a blue out-
line and selected for analysis, and the DI water in the tube
was also used for comparison. Based on observation, the
tumor of mouse 2 became significantly dark at the 24th
hour and then recovered to brightness at the 0th hour. In
addition, the normalized intensity, Inormalized, was defined
as the ratio of the average intensity of the selected region
over that of DI water. The variation of Inormalized for the
entire tumor was analyzed, as shown in Figure 4b, indicat-
ing that Inormalized for the entire tumor around the first day
reached the minimum for mouse 2. However, for mouse 1
at the 18th and 30th hours, close to the first day, Inormalized

for the entire tumor had no significant difference from at
the 0th hour. These MRI results varied slightly from those
of the SSB examination. Therefore, the analyzed tumor in
the MR images was chosen as the upper region instead of
the entire tumor, as depicted in Figure 4b. Consequently,
the variation of Inormalized for both mouse 1 and mouse 2
generally reached the minimum at approximately the 24th
hour. Furthermore, ΔInormalized of the local upper region,
defined as the difference of Inormalized between post-
injection and the 0th hour, was used to evaluate the image
brightness variation of the parts of the tumors that
Figure 5 Biological results of the tumors of mouse 3, mouse 4, and m
anti-CEA staining, and CD 31 staining. (b) Iron amount by ICP. The circles a
occurred because of the accumulation of anti-CEA
SPIONPs, as depicted in Figure 4b. In comparison with
ΔArea/Areamax by SSB, Figure 3 shows that the magnetic
labeling of colorectal tumors using anti-CEA SPIONPs
could be examined by both SSB and MRI because of the
same variation trend of ΔArea/Areamax by SSB and
ΔInormalized by MRI at various times. The varied signs of
plus and negative properties were due to the distinct mag-
netic characteristics of anti-CEA SPIONPs and the en-
hancement of AC magnetic susceptibility [16] for SSB
different from the distortion of DC imaging field [20] for
MRI. In addition, regarding tumors implanted in the
mouse flank in other works, the similarity of this time-
varied trend [22] demonstrated the reasonability of using
specific probe-mediated SPIONPs in labeling tumors.
Furthermore, regarding the mentioned favorable agree-

ment between the SSB results and the MRI results of the
upper region of a labeled tumor rather than the entire re-
gion, it was explained as follows. In tumor development,
most of the scab tumors were possibly fiber tissue or dead
tumor cells in the tumor center; however, the upper re-
gion, in which more distribution of live tumor cells oc-
curred around the tumor center [23], constituted live cells
for binding anti-CEA coating SPIONPs. Hence, for colo-
rectal tumors labeled with developed anti-CEA SPIONPs,
ouse 5. (a) Tissue staining methods of HE staining, PB staining,
re data points obtained from the measured results of two tissues.
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a two-dimensional (2D) magnetic image (Figure 2a) of
SSB was in charge of in vivo screening initially and
intraoperative positioning finally, and MRI worked for
only preoperative imaging.
Furthermore, these magnetic characteristics of a tumor

labeled with anti-CEA SPIONPs were verified using the
gold standard of biological assays, tumor tissue staining,
and ICP. Figure 5a shows the times at which the colorectal
tumors were removed from mouse 3 (at the 0th hour),
mouse 4 (at the 24th hour), and mouse 5 (at the 98th hour),
by PB staining, immunostaining of anti-CEA protein, CD
31 staining, and HE staining. As shown in the photo of HE
staining, these cells also developed in proximity to disorga-
nized architectures because of the increased ratio of nuclei
to cytoplasm. This indicated that these tissues were
obtained from tumors. Furthermore, there are significant
blue spots (arrows), representative of iron elements, in the
PB photo and brown spots (arrows) in the anti-CEA and
CD 31 photos at the 24th hour, but not at the 0th and 98th
hours. In addition, the distribution consistency of the blue
spots in the PB photos, as well as the brown spots in both
the anti-CEA and CD31 photos, indicated that the tumors
were labeled by these anti-CEA SPIONPs rather than
by biodegraded iron ions through the transportation of
microvessels. This also confirmed that selecting the upper
tumor region was more suitable than selecting the entire
tumor for MRI because of the live zone of the tumor with
both microvessels and anti-CEA SPIONPs.
Figure 5b shows the variation of the average iron

amounts in tumor tissues reaching the highest level at
the 24th hour and recovering at the 98th hour to the ini-
tial level at the 0th hour. Therefore, the various amounts
of both anti-CEA SPIONPs by tissue staining and Fe
element distribution by ICP correspond with the mag-
netic results obtained by SSB and MRI.

Conclusions
In summary, anti-CEA SPIONPs with simple structures
demonstrated superior magnetic characteristics for exam-
ining colorectal tumors in vivo. Because the dynamics of
magnetic labeling was consistent with biological phenom-
ena by tissue staining and ICP, the feasibility of examining
targeted colorectal tumors by SSB and MRI was proved.
This indicates that this type of anti-CEA SPIONP can be
used in a complete series of medical applications, such as
in vivo screening and intraoperative positioning, by SSB
and conducting preoperative examination by MRI.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
JJC designed and performed the SSB experiments and wrote the manuscript.
KWH prepared the animal experiments and proposed the protocol of animal test.
ITL contributed to MR imaging. HEH, HCY, and CYH participated in the design of
the study and discussion. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.
Acknowledgements
This work was supported by the National Science Council of Taiwan under
grant numbers 102-2112-M-003-017, 102-2923-M-003-001, 102-2120-M-168-
001, 102-2112-M-168-001, 102-2221-E-003-008-MY2, and 101–2221-E-003-005;
the Department of Health under grant numbers DOH101-TD-N-111-004,
DOH100-TD-N-111-008, and DOH100-TD-PB-111-TM022; and the National
Taiwan Normal University.

Author details
1Department of Surgery and Hepatitis Research Center, National Taiwan
University Hospital, Taipei 100, Taiwan. 2Graduate Institute of Clinical
Medicine, National Taiwan University, Taipei 100, Taiwan. 3Institute of Electro-
optical Science and Technology, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei
116, Taiwan. 4Center for Molecular Imaging and Translational Medicine,
Xiamen University, Xiamen 361, China. 5Graduate Institute of Electronics
Engineering, National Taiwan University, Taipei 106, Taiwan. 6Department of
Electro-Optical Engineering, Kun Shan University, Tainan 710, Taiwan.
7Graduate Institute of Biomedical Engineering, National Chung Hsing
University, Taichung 402, Taiwan.

Received: 18 August 2013 Accepted: 26 September 2013
Published: 8 October 2013
References
1. Gehlenborg N: Comprehensive molecular characterization of human

colon and rectal cancer. Nature 2012, 487:330–337.
2. Bener A: Colon cancer in rapidly developing countries: review of the

lifestyle, dietary, consanguinity and hereditary risk factors. Oncol Rev
2011, 5:5–11.

3. Saunders TH, Mendes Ribeiro HK, Gleeson FV: New techniques for imaging
colorectal cancer: the use of MRI, PET and radioimmunoscintigraphy for
primary staging and follow-up. Br Med Bull 2002, 64:81–99.

4. Riley K: FDA: New Warnings Required on Use of Gadolinium-Based Contrast
Agents. U.S. Food and Drug Administration: Silver Spring; 2002.

5. Yang SY, Sun JS, Liu CH, Tsuang YH, Chen LT, Hong CY, Yang HC, Horng HE:
Ex vivo magnetofection with magnetic nanoparticles: a novel platform
for nonviral tissue engineering. Artil Organs 2008, 32:195–204.

6. Wu CC, Lin LY, Lin LC, Huang HC, Yang YF, Liu YB, Tsai MC, Gao YL, Wang
WC, Hung SW, Yang SY, Horng HE, Yang HC, Tseng WYI, Yeh HI, Hsuan CF,
Lee TL, Tseng WK: Bio-functionalized magnetic nanoparticles for in-vitro
labeling and in-vivo locating specific bio-molecules. Appl Phys Lett 2008,
92:142504.

7. Oghabian MA, Gharehaghaji N, Amirmohseni S, Khoei S, Guiti M: Detection
sensitivity of lymph nodes of various sizes using USPIO nanoparticles in
magnetic resonance imaging. Nanomed-Nanotechnol 2010, 6:496–499.

8. Müller S: Magnetic fluid hyperthermia therapy for malignant brain
tumors—an ethical discussion. Nanomed-Nanotechnol 2009, 5:387–393.

9. Zhang G, Liu T, Chen YH, Chen Y, Xu M, Peng J, Yu S, Yuan J, Zhang X:
Tissue specific cytotoxicity of colon cancer cells mediated by
nanoparticle-delivered suicide gene in vitro and in vivo. Clin Cancer Res
2009, 15:201–207.

10. Yang KL, Yang SH, Liang WY, Kuo YJ, Lin JK, Lin TC, Chen WS, Jiang JK, Wang
HS, Chang SC, Chu LS, Wang LW: Carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) level, CEA
ratio, and treatment outcome of rectal cancer patients receiving pre-
operative chemoradiation and surgery. Radiat Oncol 2013, 8:43.

11. Kircher MF, Mahmood U, King RS, Weissleder R, Josephson L: A multimodal
nanoparticle for preoperative magnetic resonance imaging and
intraoperative optical brain tumor delineation. Cancer Res 2003, 63:8122–8125.

12. Kang KW: Preliminary pre-clinical results and overview on PET/MRI/
fluorescent molecular imaging. The Open Nuclear Med J 2010, 2:153–156.

13. Asanuma T, Ono M, Kubota K, Hirose A, Hayashi Y, Saibara T, Inanami O,
Ogawa Y, Enzan H, Onishi S, Kuwabara M, Oben JA: Super paramagnetic
iron oxide MRI shows defective Kupffer cell uptake function in non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease. Gut 2010, 59:258–266.

14. Gleich B, Weizenecker J: Tomographic imaging using the nonlinear
response of magnetic particles. Nature 2005, 435:1214–1217.

15. Weizenecker J, Gleich B, Rahmer J, Dahnke H, Borgert J: Three-dimensional
real-time in vivo magnetic particle imaging. Phys Med Biol 2009, 54:L1–L10.

16. Chieh JJ, Tseng WK, Horng HE, Hong CY, Yang HC, Wu CC: In-vivo and real-
time measurement of magnetic-nanoparticles distribution in animals by



Huang et al. Nanoscale Research Letters 2013, 8:413 Page 8 of 8
http://www.nanoscalereslett.com/content/8/1/413
scanning SQUID biosusceptometry for biomedicine study. IEEE Trans
Biomed Eng 2011, 58:2719–2724.

17. Chieh JJ, Hong CY: Non-invasive and high-sensitivity scanning detection
of magnetic nanoparticles in animals using high-Tc scanning
superconducting-quantum-interference-device biosusceptometry. Rev Sci
Instrum 2011, 82:084301.

18. Jiang W, Yang HC, Yang SY, Horng HE, Hung JC, Chen YC, Hong CY: Preparation
and properties of superparamagnetic nanoparticles with narrow size
distribution and biocompatible. J Magn Magn Mater 2004, 283:210–214.

19. Hill DA: Further studies of human whole-body radiofrequency absorption
rates. Bioelectromagnetics 1985, 6:33–40.

20. Liao SH, Yang HC, Horng HE, Yang SY: Characterization of magnetic
nanoparticles as contrast agents in magnetic resonance imaging using
high-Tc superconducting quantum interference devices in microtesla
magnetic fields. Supercond Sci Technol 2009, 22:025003.

21. Peng XH, Qian X, Mao H, Wang AY, Chen ZG, Nie S, Shin DM: Targeted
magnetic iron oxide nanoparticles for tumor imaging and therapy. Int J
Nanomedicine 2008, 3:311–321.

22. Qiao J, Li S, Wei L, Jiang J, Long R, Mao H, Wei L, Wang L, Yang H, Grossniklaus
HE, Liu ZR, Yang JJ: HER2 targeted molecular MR imaging using a de novo
designed protein contrast agent. PLoS One 2011, 6:e18103.

23. Yuan A, Lin CY, Chou CH, Shih CM, Chen CY, Cheng HW, Chen YF, Chen JJ,
Chen JH, Yang PC, Chang C: Functional and structural characteristics of
tumor angiogenesis in lung cancers overexpressing different VEGF
isoforms assessed by DCE- and SSCE-MRI. PLoS One 2011, 6:e16062.

doi:10.1186/1556-276X-8-413
Cite this article as: Huang et al.: Anti-CEA-functionalized
superparamagnetic iron oxide nanoparticles for examining colorectal
tumors in vivo. Nanoscale Research Letters 2013 8:413.
Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and benefi t from:

7 Convenient online submission

7 Rigorous peer review

7 Immediate publication on acceptance

7 Open access: articles freely available online

7 High visibility within the fi eld

7 Retaining the copyright to your article

    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results and discussion
	Conclusions
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References

