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Organic-sulfur-zinc hybrid nanoparticle for optical
applications synthesized via polycondensation of
trithiol and Zn(OAc)2
Bungo Ochiai* and Hirohisa Konta
Abstract

Organic-sulfur-zinc hybrid materials were prepared via polycondensation of Zn(OAc)2 and trithiols bearing various
alkyl groups. A soluble nanoparticle could be obtained by the polycondensation using a trithiol bearing octadecyl
moieties. The good dispersing ability as nano-scaled particles was confirmed by dynamic light scattering and
atomic force microscopy analyses. This hybrid nanoparticle was miscible with poly(methyl methacrylate) and
served as a refractive additive to increase refractive indexes. The calculated refractive index value for the
nanoparticle was 1.58.
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Background
Excellent high refractive index materials are demanded
by recent rapid development of mobile devices, solar
cells, and luminescent devices. Various materials have
been developed by hybridization of organic and inor-
ganic materials, complementing the properties of each
component. For example, organic materials provide
flexibility and easy processing, and inorganic materials
provide optical and mechanical properties. Typical prep-
aration methods for organic–inorganic hybrids are in-
corporation of metal oxide into polymer matrices via
sol–gel methods [1-3] and mixing of polymers and
nanoparticles of metal oxides [3-8] or sulfides [9,10].
However, both of the methods contain some disadvan-
tages. Sol–gel methods realized facile and green proce-
dures but are typically time consuming and accompanied
by shrinkage during drying processes. Mixing of nano-
scaled metal compounds is advantageous by the fast
process, but specific coating and precise tuning of the re-
action conditions are required for the preparation of
nano-scaled metal compounds.
Another approach to conquer these problems is the use

of organometallic materials [11]. Ene-thiol polyaddition of
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dithiols with tetravinyl-silane, germane, and tin gave poly-
mers with high refractive indexes ranging from 1.590 to
1.703 and excellent physical properties.
Encouraged by this work, we designed new organic–

inorganic hybrid materials based on sulfur as a bridge
for organic and inorganic components, namely organic-
sulfur-inorganic hybrid materials. The important charac-
ter of sulfur for this approach is the ability to form stable
linkages with both organic and inorganic structures. An-
other beneficial character of sulfur is its high atom re-
fraction, by which sulfur has served as an important
component for optical materials [12-17]. This bridging
ability has been mostly applied for the functionalization
of inorganic surfaces with organic structures such as the
modification of gold surface [18-20] and quantum dots
[21,22] with thiols. Although many stable metal thiolates
have been reported [23-27], these compounds have not
been applied as optical materials as far as we know. As
the metal for this approach, zinc was selected because of
its high refractivity and low toxicity. We employed trithiols
(TSHs) obtained from a trifunctional dithiocarbonate and
amines, whose structures can be easily tuned by the sub-
stituent on the amines [28,29]. Polycondensation of TSHs
with Zn(OAc)2 yielded organic-sulfur-inorganic hybrid
nanoparticles serving as refractive ingredients for poly
(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA).
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Methods
Materials
1,4-Dioxane was dried over sodium and distilled under
a nitrogen atmosphere prior to use. A trifunctional cy-
clic dithiocarbonate, 1,3,5-tris(2-thioxo-1,3-oxathiolan-5-yl)
methyl)-1,3,5-triazinane-2,4,6-trione (TDT), was prepared
as reported [23]. Other reagents were used as received.

Measurements
1H and 13C nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectra
were measured on a JEOL ECX-400 instrument (Tokyo,
Japan) using tetramethylsilane as an internal standard
(400 MHz for 1H and 100 MHz for 13C). Fourier trans-
form infrared spectra were measured on a Horiba FT-210
instrument (Kyoto, Japan). Size exclusion chromatography
measurements were performed on a Tosoh HLC-8220
GPC (Tokyo, Japan) equipped with Tosoh TSK-gel
superAW5000, superAW4000, and superAW3000 tandem
columns using tetrahydrofuran (THF) with a flow rate of
1.0 mL/min as an eluent at 40°C. Quantitative elemental
analysis was performed with a system consisting of a JEOL
JSM6510A scanning electron microscope equipped with a
JEOL JED2300 energy dispersive X-ray (EDX) spectrom-
eter operated at an acceleration voltage of 20 kV. The
samples were compressed as flat tablets, and the atom ra-
tios were calculated as averages of data obtained from ten
spots. Refractive indexes (nDs) were measured with an
Atago DR-A1 digital Abbe refractometer (Tokyo, Japan).
Dynamic light scattering (DLS) measurements were
performed using a Malvern Zetasizer nano-ZS instrument
(Worcestershire, UK) equipped with a 4-mW He-Ne laser
(633 nm) and 12-mm square glass cuvettes at 25°C. The
samples were dissolved in anhydrous THF (1.3 g/L).
Atomic force microscopic (AFM) measurements were
performed on an Agilent 5500 atomic force microscope
(Santa Clara, CA, USA) operated in tapping mode. The
samples were spin cast on freshly cleaved mica substrates
from anhydrous THF solutions.

Experimental methods
Synthesis of TSHs (typical procedure)
TSHs were prepared according to the previous report
[29]. The synthetic procedure for a trithiol bearing
octadecyl chains (OTSH) is as follows. Octadecylamine
(1.62 g, 6.02 mmol), TDT (1.05 g, 2.00 mmol), and THF
(5.0 mL) were added to a round-bottom flask, and the
mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h. Vola-
tile substances were evaporated off, and the residue was
purified using SiO2 gel column chromatography, eluted
with EtOAc/hexane (v/v = 1/10). OTSH was obtained as
a white solid (2.03 g, 1.52 mmol, 76.0%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, % δ in ppm):
0.88 (9H, t, J = 7.0 Hz, -CH3), 1.27 to 1.31 (93H, -(CH2)15CH3

and -SH), 1.56 to 1.65 (6H, m, -CH2CH2(CH2)15-), 2.92 (6H,
m, -CHCH2SH), 3.30 to 3.41 (6H, m, -NHCH2CH2-), 4.11 to
4.46 (6H, m, -NCH2CH-), 5.75 (3H, br, -CH2CHO-), 8.06
(3H, br, -(C=S)NHCH2-).

13C-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1,
δ in ppm): 13.76 (−CH2CH3), 22.64 (−(CH2)15CH2CH3), 25.90
to 27.26 (−CH2SH), 28.76 to 31.93 (−CH2(CH2)15CH2-), 44.35
(−NHCH2(CH2)15-), 45.91 (−NCH2CH-), 77.44 (−CH2CHO-),
149.29 (C=O), 188.55 (C=S). IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,320 (NH),
2,575 (SH), 1,691 (C=O), 1,165 (C=S), 1,049 (C=S).
BTSH. TSH with benzyl moieties was prepared using

benzylamine (643 mg, 6.01 mmol) and TDT (1.05 g,
1.99 mmol) in a similar manner with OTSH (1.43 g, 1.68
mmol, 84.4%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 1.32
(3H, br, -SH), 2.82 (6H, br, -CH2SH), 4.06 to 4.47 (6H,
br, -NHCH2Ar), 4.47 to 4.57 (6H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)
O-), 5.73 (3H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 7.25 to 7.36
(15H, m, Ar), 8.35 (3H, br, -NH-). 13C-NMR (CDCl3/
CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 25.98 (−CH2SH), 45.37
(−CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 47.58 (−NHCH2Ar), 79.52 (−CH2CH
(CH2SH)O-), 127.49 to 135.80 (−CH2Ar), 149.48 (C=O),
187.99 (C=S). IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,348 (NH), 2,573 (SH), 1,695
(C=O), 1,165 (C=S).
HTSH. TSH with hexyl moieties was prepared using

n-hexylamine (598 mg, 5.90 mmol) and TDT (1.05 g,
1.99 mmol) in a similar manner with OTSH (1.40 g, 1.69
mmol, 84.8%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 0.90
(9H, t, J = 16 Hz, -CH3), 1.32 (18H, m, -(CH2)3CH3),
1.59 to 1.66 (9H, -SH and -CH2(CH2)3-), 2.94 (6H, br, -C
H2SH), 3.30 to 3.41 (6H, br, -NHCH2CH2-), 4.11 to 4.47
(6H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 5.75 (3H, br, -CH2CH
(CH2SH)O-), 8.06 (3H, br, -NH-). 13C-NMR (CDCl3/
CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 13.65 (−CH3), 22.42
(−CH2CH3), 25.91 (−CH2SH), 26.41 (−CH2CH2CH2CH3),
28.38 (−CH2CH2CH3), 31.28 (−NHCH2CH2-), 44.04
(−NHCH2-), 45.31 (−CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 79.05 (−CH2CH
(CH2SH)O-), 149.41 (C=O), 187.41 (C=S). IR (KBr, cm−1):
3,334 (NH), 2,573 (SH), 1,696 (C=O), 1,167 (C=S).
IATSH. TSH with isoamyl moieties was prepared using

isoamylamine (526 mg, 6.03 mmol) and TDT (1.05 g,
1.99 mmol) in a similar manner with OTSH (644 mg,
817 μmol, 40.9%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 0.91
to 0.95 (18H, d, J = 15 Hz, -CH(CH3)2), 1.43 to 1.48 (9H, -
SH and -CH2CH(CH3)2), 1.60 to 1.63 (3H, m, -CH2CH
(CH3)2), 2.91 (6H, br, -CH2SH), 3.19 to 3.43 (6H, br, -
NHCH2CH2-), 4.17 to 4.47 (6H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)O-),
5.75 (3H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 8.03 (3H, br, -NH-).
13C-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 21.90
(−CH(CH3)2), 25.71 (−CH2SH), 26.70 (−CH(CH3)2), 37.06
(−CH2CH(CH3)2), 42.48 (−NHCH2CH2-), 45.42 (−CH2CH
(CH2SH)O-), 79.10 (−CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 149.50 (C=O),
187.50 (C=S). IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,323 (NH), 2,575 (SH)
1,696 (C=O), 1,176 (C=S).
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EHTSH. TSH with 2-ethylhexyl moieties was prepared
using -ethylhexylamine (773 mg, 5.99 mmol) and TDT
(1.05 g, 1.99 mmol) in a similar manner with OTSH
(1.43 g, 1.56 mmol, 78.2%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 0.89
to 0.93 (18H, t, J = 18 Hz, -CH3), 1.30 to 1.38 (24H, m, -
CH(CH2CH3) (CH2)3CH3), 1.57 (3H, br, -SH), 1.63 to
1.67 (3H, t, J = 19 Hz, -CH(CH2CH3) (CH2)3CH3), 2.94
(6H, br, -CH2SH), 3.17 to 3.54 (6H, br, -NHCH2-), 4.18
to 4.48 (6H, br, -CH2CH(CH2SH)O-), 5.77 (3H, br, -CH2CH
(CH2SH)O-), 8.03 (3H, br, -NH-). 13C-NMR (CDCl3/
CF3CO2H = 5:1, rt, σ in ppm): 10.37 (−CH(CH2CH3)
(CH2)3CH3), 13.66 (−CH(CH2CH3) (CH2)3CH3), 22.86
(−CH(CH2CH3) (CH2CH2CH2CH3)), 23.98 (−CH(CH2CH3)
(CH2CH2CH2CH3)), 26.08 (−CH2SH), 28.67 (−CH(CH2CH3)
(CH2CH2CH2CH3)), 30.79 (−CH(CH2CH3) (CH2CH2CH2

CH3)), 38.88 (−CH(CH2CH3) (CH2CH2CH2CH3)), 45.70
(−CH2CH(CH2SH)O–), 47.17 (−NHCH2-), 79.22 (−CH2

CH(CH2SH)O-), 149.37 (C=O), 187.66 (C=S). IR (KBr,
cm−1): 3,326 (NH), 2,573 (SH) 1,698 (C=O), 1,172 (C=S).
Polycondensation of TSHs and Zn(OAc)2 (typical procedure)
To a flask containing OTSH (268 mg, 201 μmol), a 1,4-
dioxane solution (5.0 mL) of Zn(OAc)2 (55 mg, 300 μmol)
was added under a nitrogen atmosphere. The mixture was
stirred at 60°C for 24 h. The mixture was poured into an
excess amount of methanol, and the precipitate was col-
lected by filtration and drying under reduced pressure
after washing with cold diethyl ether (131 mg, 91.7 μmol/
unit, 45.3%).

1H-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, δ in ppm): 0.88
(9H, t, J = 7.0 Hz, -CH3), 1.27 (90H, -(CH2)15CH3), 1.61
to 1.74 (6H, -CH2CH2(CH2)15-), 2.87 (6H, -CHCH2SH),
3.17 to 3.46 (6H, -NHCH2CH2-), 4.26 to 4.59 (6H, -NC
H2CH-), 5.59 (3H, -CH2CHO-), 6.62 (3H, -(C=S)NHCH2-).
13C-NMR (CDCl3/CF3CO2H = 5:1, δ in ppm): 13.76
(−CH2CH3), 22.64 (−(CH2)15CH2CH3), 26.64 (−CHCH2S-),
29.18 to 31.98 (−CH2(CH2)15CH2-), 45.24 (−NCH2CH-),
49.75 (−NHCH2(CH2)15-), 76.54 to 77.17 (−CH2CHO-),
Figure 1 Synthesis of OTSH, BTSH, HTSH, IATSH, and EHTSH.
149.15 (C=O), 183.28 (C=S). IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,344 (NH),
1,697 (C=O), 1,160 (C=S).
Other TSHs were also polymerized in the same

procedure:

(1)BTZnS: yield = 64%, IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,393 (NH),
1,696 (C=O), 1,160 (C=S).

(2)HTZnS: yield = 62%, IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,327 (NH),
1,696 (C=O), 1,163 (C=S).

(3)IAZnS: yield = 68%, IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,317 (NH),
1,698 (C=O), 1,171 (C=S).

(4)EHTZnS: yield = 62%, IR (KBr, cm−1): 3,374 (NH),
1,698 (C=O), 1,168 (C=S).

Results and discussion
Synthesis of TSH monomers
Five TSHs were prepared via the reaction of TDT with
amines according to the previous report (Figure 1) [29]. The
resulting thiols obtained from octadecylamine, benzylamine,
n-hexylamine, isoamylamine, and 2-ethylhexylamine are
abbreviated as OTSH, BTSH, HTSH, IATSH, and EHTSH,
respectively. The isolated yields were moderate or good
(OTSH 76%, BTSH 84%, HTSH 85%, IATSH 41%, and
EHTSH 78%). OTSH, BTSH, HTSH, and IATSH are
solid stably storable under air atmosphere, but EHTSH is
an unstable viscous oil, which is gradually oxidized by
oxygen.

Polycondensation of TSHs and Zn(OAc)2
Polycondensation of TSHs with Zn(OAc)2 (1.5 equiva-
lent to SH) was conducted in dioxane at 60°C for 24 h
under a nitrogen atmosphere (Figure 2, Table 1). All the
resulting reaction mixtures were homogeneous, and the
white solids were obtained in 48% to 68% yields by pre-
cipitation into an excess amount of methanol. The
resulting polymers are abbreviated as RTZnS in a similar
manner with the abbreviation of the monomers. Only
OTZnS having the long alkyl chains was soluble in com-
mon organic solvents such as THF and chloroform.



Figure 2 Polycondensation of TSH and Zn(OAc)2.
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HTZnS was slightly soluble in DMF, and the other prod-
ucts were insoluble in any common solvents. Plausible
reasons for the poor solubility are cross-linking reac-
tions, inherently poor solubility of the zinc complexes,
and complexation with ZnO produced as a byproduct
(discussed later).
Structural characterization was conducted for OTZnS

having enough solubility. The number average molecular
weight (Mn) was estimated to be 7,400, and the polydis-
persity index (Mw/Mn) was relatively narrow. The atom
ratio of Zn/S estimated using EDX was 0.29 and almost
agrees with the theoretical value (0.25). The quantitative
elemental analysis by EDX was difficult for these pow-
dery polymers, and the Zn/S values in this study may
contain 20% to 30% of errors. The 1H-NMR spectrum
showed signals at the regions agreeable to the expected
structure, but was not informative enough for the elucida-
tion of the structure due to the broad signals (Figure 3).
The 13C-NMR and IR spectra were informative for its
structural analysis (Figures 4 and 5). The IR absorption of
Table 1 Polycondensation of TSH and Zn(OAc)2
Run Monomer Yield (%)a Mn (Mw/Mn)

b Zn/Sc

1 OTSH 48 7400 (1.4) 0.29

2 BTSH 64 -d 0.40

3 HTSH, 62 -d 0.37

4 IATSH 68 -d 0.45

5 EHTSH 62 -d 0.71

Conditions: TSH 0.200 mmol, Zn(OAc)2 0.300 mmol, dioxane 5.0 mL, 60°C, 24 h,
N2.

aIsolated yield after precipitation with methanol. bEstimated by GPC (THF,
polystyrene standard). cEstimated using EDX (ratios calculated as averages of ten
spots). dNot measurable due to poor solubility.
the SH moieties at 2,564 cm−1 observed in the IR
spectrum of OTSH was not observed in the IR spectrum
of OTZnS, suggesting the formation of zinc thiolate struc-
ture. The 13C-NMR signals of -SCH2- carbons, -CH2NH-,
and C=S carbons were shifted to lower magnetic field
region by the transformation of OTSH into OTZnS,
suggesting the changes in the structure around these
moieties, whereas the other signals were observed at
identical positions. The -SCH2- carbons in OTSH and
OTZnS were observed at 26.4 and 29.4 ppm, respect-
ively. The low-magnetic-field shift from the monomer to
the polymer suggests the slight decrease in the electron
density. Namely, this result suggests that -ZnSCH2- has
a lower electron density than HSCH2-, although the
small electronegativity of zinc implies that the zinc atom
serves as a stronger electron-donating group than pro-
ton. Some 1H-NMR spectroscopic data were reported
for zinc thiolates and their original thiols, and the chem-
ical shifts were almost identical or the signals for zinc
thiolates were observed at lower magnetic field regions
[25,27]. A plausible reason is the backdonation from the
occupied d orbital in zinc. The reason for the shifts
of -CH2N- and C=S carbons can be ascribed to the
coordination of the C=S group adjacent to the nitrogen
atom onto the zinc atom. The coordination may also be
confirmed by the IR spectrum. The absorption of the
C=S moieties in OTZnS was observed at 1,160 cm−1,
which were shifted from the absorption of OTSH at 1,165
cm−1. The low-wavenumber shift indicates the decrease in
the sp2 character of the C=S moieties by coordination.
Because other TZnS polymers were almost insoluble, their
structures were elucidated by IR spectroscopy. The IR



Figure 3 1H-NMR spectrum of OTZnS (400 MHz, CDCl3/CF3COOH (v/v = 5:1)). The assignment of the signals (a-h) is indicated on the structure.
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absorptions of the S-H bonds were not observable in all
the IR spectra. Low-wavenumber shifts of the IR absorp-
tions of the C=S bonds were observed in all the spectra.
These data support the formation of the identical zinc
thiolate structures.
The polycondensation of OTSH and Zn(OAc)2 was

conducted under various conditions (Table 2). The effect
Figure 4 13C-NMR spectrum of OTSH and OTZnS (100 MHz, CDCl3/CF3
the structures.
of temperature was examined at 40°C to 80°C (runs 1 to
3). The yields were identical when the polymerization
was conducted at 60°C and 80°C, but the yield decreased
at 40°C, probably by the insufficient reactivity. The effect
of concentration was not considerable. When the poly-
condensation was conducted in dioxane (12.5 to 37.5 L
amounts toward 1 mol of OTSH), both the yields and
COOH (v/v = 5:1)). The assignment of the signals (a-i) is indicated on



Figure 5 IR spectra of OTSH and OTZnS (KBr disks).
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the molecular weights were almost identical, but the
higher concentration slightly increased the Mw/Mn by
the increase in the fraction with higher molecular weight
(run 4). The increase of the high molecular weight
fraction is attributable to the increased frequency of
intermolecular coupling in this polycondensation of
trifunctional and difunctional monomers. The polycon-
densation at 60°C under appropriately dilute concentra-
tion was proved to be the suitable conditions among
examined. Although we tried polycondensation in the
presence of tertiary amines to accelerate the condensation,
the yield was not increased and the structure of the
product became complex, probably by the undesired
oxidative coupling of the thiol moieties. The hydrodynamic
radius of the polymers determined by DLS indicated the
nano-sized structure.
Table 2 Polycondensation of OTSH and Zn(OAc)2 under
various conditions

Run Temperature
(°C)

Dioxane
(L/molOTSH)

Yield (%)a Mn (Mw/Mn)
b Rh (nm)c

1 40 25 31 5,800 (1.4) 28

2 60 25 46 7,400 (1.4) 82

3 80 25 43 7,700 (1.6) 85

4 60 12.5 46 8,300 (2.1) 83

5 60 37.5 42 7,000 (1.6) 61

Conditions: OTSH = 0.200 mmol, Zn(OAc)2 = 0.300 mmol, 24 h, N2.
aIsolated

yield after precipitation into methanol. bEstimated by GPC (THF, polystyrene
standards). cHydrodynamic radius determined by DLS (THF, 25°C, 1.3 g/L).
We considered the reason for the poor solubility of
the products obtained from other TSHs. The IR spectra
of the soluble and insoluble products were identical as
aforementioned, suggesting that the side reactions are
ignorable. This polymerization is a 2 + 3-type polycon-
densation and potentially yields cross-linked insoluble
polymers. Intermolecular coupling reactions should be
adequately suppressed to obtain soluble products. We
presume that longer alkyl groups are advantageous not
only to increase the solubility but also to suppress inter-
molecular coupling reactions. As a result, OTSH, having
the longest alkyl group among examined, could give sol-
uble polymers, whereas other TSHs could not due to the
shorter alkyl chains insufficient to overcome these fac-
tors. The Zn/S values of the insoluble products were
higher than the theoretical values. The higher Zn con-
tent implies the self-condensation of Zn(OAc)2 to pro-
duce oligomeric ZnO [30], which is also responsible for
the insolubility. All the reaction mixtures after the reac-
tions were homogeneous, and we presume that the self-
condensation may have occurred during the purification
processes.

AFM analysis
The solid-state structure of OTZnS obtained at run 1 in
Table 2 was evaluated using AFM (Figure 6). The sam-
ples were prepared by casting 1, 10, and 50 mg/mL of
THF solutions onto the mica substrates. The AFM im-
ages of OTZnS prepared from diluted 1 and 10 mg/mL
solutions showed the presence of spherical nanoparticles



Figure 6 AFM height and cross-sectional images of OTZnS obtained in run 1 in Table 2. Cast from 1, 10, and 50 mg/mL of THF solution
on mica.
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with 10-nm height. Aggregated structures were not ob-
servable in the images, and the height distributions were
very narrow. The heights can be correlated to the mo-
lecular size of OTZnS in the solid state. The good dis-
persion ability probably originated from the long alkyl
chains existing on the surface to prevent aggregation
[31]. The AFM image of OTZnS prepared from 50 mg/mL
solution showed larger particles produced by aggregation,
but particles larger than 50 nm were not observed. The
good dispersibility is suitable for ingredients for optical
materials without scattering by large aggregates.

Refractive property of OTZnS
The refractive property of OTZnS was evaluated. Unfortu-
nately, the film cast from the solutions of OTZnS was very
brittle and not self-standing enough for the measurement
of refractive index. Accordingly, we evaluated the refract-
ive indexes of the composite films of OTZnS and PMMA
cast from the THF solutions (Table 3, Figure 7). The
maximum weight composition of OTZnS was 67% for
Table 3 Refractive indexes of OTZnS/PMMA film, PMMA
film, and OTSH, and calculated refractive index of OTAnS

OTZnS/PMMA (w/w) Calculated
for OTZnS

OTSH PMMA

67:33 50:50 33:67

nD
a 1.56 1.53 1.51 1.58 1.53 1.49

aMeasured with Abbe refractometer at room temperature.
transparent film, and higher OTZnS composition resulted
in the formation of brittle and heterogeneous films. The
addition of OTZnS increased the refractive indexes of the
resulting film, and the refractive indexes increased as the
composition of OTZnS increased. The maximum nD value
reached 1.56, and the nD value of OTZnS itself was calcu-
lated to be 1.58 by extrapolating the relationship between
the nD values and the compositions. This value is higher
than that of OTSH (nD = 1.53), indicating the efficiency of
Zn to increase the refractive index. The nD value of
Figure 7 Appearance of the composite film of OTZnS/PMMA
(w/w = 67:33).
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OTZnS is also higher than that of zinc acrylate having a
higher Zn content (nD = 1.42, Zn content of OTZnS =
6.9%, and Zn content of zinc acrylate = 31.5%). A plausible
reason for the low nD value of zinc acrylate is the low
density originating from the long Zn-O bonds by the ionic
character. Typical lengths of Zn-O bonds in zinc carboxyl-
ates are 2.0 Å [32-34] and those of the Zn-S bonds in zinc
thiolates are 2.2 to 2.3 Å [24-27]. The bond lengths
estimated from the single-bond covalent radius are
1.81 and 2.21 Å for the Zn-O and Zn-S bonds, respectively
[35]. The significantly longer actual Zn-O bonds indicate
the ionic character of the Zn-O bonds resulting in low
densities, decreasing the refractive indexes. This result
supports the validity of the design of this material,
namely organic-sulfur-zinc hybrid materials, for refractive
materials.

Conclusion
A soluble organic-sulfur-zinc hybrid nanoparticle could
be obtained by the polycondensation of OTSH and Zn
(OAc)2. The resulting hybrid nanoparticle was miscible
with PMMA and served as a refractive additive to in-
crease the refractive indexes. The calculated nD value for
the polymer was 1.58. This value is relatively high as a
compound bearing three octadecyl chains, and we be-
lieve that further optimization of the polymerization
conditions will enable the synthesis of more refractive
organic-sulfur-zinc materials with higher sulfur and/or
zinc contents.

Competing interests
Both authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions
BO and HK designed the study and were involved in writing the manuscript.
HK carried out the experiments. Both authors read and approved the final
manuscript.

Authors’ information
BO received his Ph.D. degree in Polymer Chemistry in Tokyo Institute of
Technology, Japan, in 2001. He is a professor in Yamagata University. His
research activities include the development of organic-sulfur-inorganic
hybrid materials, ion-conducting materials, and gene-delivery materials. HK
was a Masters degree student at Yamagata University.

Acknowledgements
We thank Adaptable and Seamless Technology Transfer Program for the
financial support through Target-Driven R&D (A-STEP) Feasibility Study
Program by Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) (AS221Z01415D)
and JSPS KAKENHI grant number 25410208.

Received: 17 July 2013 Accepted: 28 August 2013
Published: 2 September 2013

References
1. Zheludkevich ML, Miranda Salvado I, Ferreira MGS: Sol–gel coatings for

corrosion protection of metals. J Mater Chem 2005, 15:5099–5111.
2. Wang D, Bierwagen GP: Sol–gel coatings on metals for corrosion

protection. Prog Org Coat 2009, 64:327–338.
3. Lu C, Yang B: High refractive index organic–inorganic nanocomposites:

design, synthesis and application. J Mater Chem 2009, 19:2884–2901.
4. Suárez S, Devaux A, Bañuelos J, Bossart O, Kunzmann A, Calzaferri G:
Transparent zeolite–polymer hybrid materials with adaptable properties.
Adv Funct Mater 2007, 17:2298–2306.

5. Althues H, Henle J, Kaskel S: Functional inorganic nanofillers for
transparent polymers. Chem Soc Rev 2007, 36:1454–1465.

6. Iskandar F: Nanoparticle processing for optical applications – a review.
Adv Powder Technol 2009, 20:283–292.

7. Ruiterkamp GJ, Hempenius MA, Wormeester H, Vancso GJ: Surface
functionalization of titanium dioxide nanoparticles with
alkanephosphonic acids for transparent nanocomposites. J Nanoparticle
Res 2010, 13:2779–2790.

8. Jeon I-Y, Baek J-B: Nanocomposites derived from polymers and inorganic
nanoparticles. Materials 2010, 3:3654–3674.

9. Lu C, Cui Z, Wang Y, Li Z, Guan C, Yang B, Shen J: Preparation and
characterization of ZnS–polymer nanocomposite films with high
refractive index. J Mater Chem 2003, 13:2189–2195.

10. Lu C, Cheng Y, Liu Y, Liu F, Yang B: A Facile route to ZnS-polymer
nanocomposite optical materials with high nanophase content via
gamma-ray irradiation initiated bulk polymerization. Adv Mater 2006,
18:1188–1192.

11. Bhagat SD, Chatterjee J, Chen B, Stiegman AE: High refractive index
polymers based on thiol-ene cross-linking using polarizable inorganic/
organic monomers. Macromolecules 2012, 45:1174–1181.

12. Jha G, Seshadri G, Mohan A, Khandal R: Sulfur containing optical plastics
and its ophthalmic lenses applications. e-Polymer 2008, 035:1–27.

13. Kudo H, Inoue H, Inagaki T, Nishikubo T: Synthesis and refractive-index
properties of star-shaped polysulfides radiating from calixarenes.
Macromolecules 2009, 42:1051–1057.

14. You N, Higashihara T, Suzuki Y, Ando S, Ueda M: Synthesis of sulfur-
containing poly(thioester)s with high refractive indices and high Abbe
numbers. Polym Chem 2010, 1:408–484.

15. Okuda H, Seto R, Koyama Y, Takata T: Poly(arylene thioether)s containing
9,9'-spirobifluorene moieties in the main chain: masked dithiol-based
synthesis and excellent optical properties. J Polym Sci A Polym Chem 2010,
48:4192–4199.

16. Nakagawa Y, Suzuki Y, Higashihara T, Ando S, Ueda M: Synthesis of highly
refractive poly(phenylene thioether) derived from 2,4-dichloro-6-
alkylthio-1,3,5-triazines and aromatic dithiols. Macromolecules 2011,
44:9180–9186.

17. Li C, Cheng J, Yang F, Chang W, Nie J: Synthesis and cationic
photopolymerization of a difunctional episulfide monomer. Prog Org
Coat 2013, 76:471–476.

18. Bain CD, Troughton EB, Tao YT, Evall J, Whitesides GM, Nuzzo RG:
Formation of monolayer films by the spontaneous assembly of organic
thiols from solution onto gold. J Am Chem Soc 1989, 111:321–335.

19. Schlenoff JB, Li M, Ly H: Stability and self-exchange in alkanethiol
monolayers. J Am Chem Soc 1995, 117:12528–12536.

20. Badia A, Lennox RB, Reven L: A dynamic view of self-assembled
monolayers. Acc Chem Res 2000, 33:475–481.

21. Medintz IL, Uyeda HT, Goldman ER, Mattoussi H: Quantum dot
bioconjugates for imaging, labelling and sensing. Nature Mater 2005,
4:435–46.

22. Gaponik N, Rogach AL: Thiol-capped CdTe nanocrystals: progress and
perspectives of the related research fields. Phys Chem Chem Phys 2010,
12:8685–8693.

23. Jordan KJ, Wacholtz WF, Crosby GA: Structural dependence of the
luminescence from bis(substituted benzenethiolato)(2,9-dimethyl-1,10-
phenanthroline)zinc(II) complexes. Inorg Chem 1991, 30:4588–4593.

24. Burth R, Vahrenkamp H: Zinc thiolate complexes with chelating nitrogen
ligands. Inorg Chim Acta 1998, 282:193–199.

25. Meißner A, Haehnel W, Vahrenkamp H: On the role of structural zinc in bis
(cysteinyl) protein sequences. Chem Eur J 1997, 3:261–267.

26. Tesmer M, Vahrenkamp H: Sterically fixed dithiolate ligands and their zinc
complexes: derivatives of 1,8-dimercaptonaphthalene. Eur J Inorg Chem
2001, 2001(5):1183–1188.

27. Seebacher J, Ji M, Vahrenkamp H: (Neocuproin)zinc thiolates: attempts at
modeling cobalamin-independent methionine synthase. Eur J Inorg Chem
2004, 2004(2):409–417.

28. Suzuki A, Nagai D, Ochiai B, Endo T: Facile synthesis and crosslinking
reaction of trifunctional five-membered cyclic carbonate and
dithiocarbonate. J Polym Sci A Polym Chem 2004, 42:5983–5989.



Ochiai and Konta Nanoscale Research Letters 2013, 8:373 Page 9 of 9
http://www.nanoscalereslett.com/content/8/1/373
29. Suzuki A, Nagai D, Ochiai B, Endo T: Star-shaped polymer synthesis by
anionic polymerization of propylene sulfide based on trifunctional
initiator derived from trifunctional five-membered cyclic
dithiocarbonate. Macromolecules 2004, 37:8823–8824.

30. Meulenkamp EA: Synthesis and growth of ZnO nanoparticles. J Phys
Chem B 1998, 102:5566–5572.

31. Mori H, Miyamura Y, Endo T: Synthesis and characterization of water-
soluble silsesquioxane-based nanoparticles by hydrolytic condensation
of triethoxysilane derived from 2-hydroxyethyl acrylate. Langmuir 2007,
23:9014–9023.

32. Buvaylo EA, Kokozay VN, Vassilyeva OY, Skelton BW, Jezierska J, Ozarowski A:
A new Cu/Zn carboxylato-bridged 1D polymer: direct synthesis, X-ray
structure and magnetic properties. Inorg Chim Acta 2011, 373:27–31.

33. Kember MR, White AJP, Williams CK: Di- and tri-zinc catalysts for the low-
pressure copolymerization of CO2 and cyclohexene oxide. Inorg Chem
2009, 48:9535–9542.

34. Kim YI, Lee YS, Seo HJ, Kang SK: Diacetato(ethylenediamine)zinc(II).
Acta Cryst Sect E 2007, 63:m2239–m2240.

35. Pyykkö P, Atsumi M: Molecular single-bond covalent radii for elements
1–118. Chem Eur J 2009, 15:186–197.

doi:10.1186/1556-276X-8-373
Cite this article as: Ochiai and Konta: Organic-sulfur-zinc hybrid
nanoparticle for optical applications synthesized via polycondensation
of trithiol and Zn(OAc)2. Nanoscale Research Letters 2013 8:373.
Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and benefi t from:

7 Convenient online submission

7 Rigorous peer review

7 Immediate publication on acceptance

7 Open access: articles freely available online

7 High visibility within the fi eld

7 Retaining the copyright to your article

    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com


	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Materials
	Measurements
	Experimental methods
	Synthesis of TSHs (typical procedure)
	Polycondensation of TSHs and Zn(OAc)2 (typical procedure)


	Results and discussion
	Synthesis of TSH monomers
	Polycondensation of TSHs and Zn(OAc)2
	AFM analysis
	Refractive property of OTZnS

	Conclusion
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Authors’ information
	Acknowledgements
	References

