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Abstract

Background: Little is known about drug cost communications of Medicare Part D beneficiaries with chronic
conditions such as diabetes. The purpose of this study is to assess Medicare Part D beneficiaries with diabetes' levels of
communication with physicians regarding prescription drug costs; the perceived importance of these
communications; levels of prescription drug switching due to cost; and self-reported cost-related medication non-
adherence.

Methods: Data were obtained from a cross-sectional survey (58% response rate) of 1,458 Medicare beneficiaries with
diabetes who entered the coverage gap in 2006; adjusted percentages of patients with communication issues were
obtained from multivariate regression analyses adjusting for patient demographics and clinical characteristics.
Results: Fewer than half of patients reported discussing the cost of medications with their physicians, while over 75%
reported that such communications were important. Forty-eight percent reported their physician had switched to a

less expensive medication due to costs. Minorities, females, and older adults had significantly lower levels of
communication with their physicians regarding drug costs than white, male, and younger patients respectively.
Patients with < $25 K annual household income were more likely than higher income patients to have talked about
prescription drug costs with doctors, and to report cost-related non-adherence (27% vs. 17%, p < .001).

Conclusions: Medicare Part D beneficiaries with diabetes who entered the coverage gap have low levels of
communication with physicians about drug costs, despite the high perceived importance of such communication.
Understanding patient and plan-level characteristics differences in communication and use of cost-cutting strategies
can inform interventions to help patients manage prescription drug costs.

Background

The Medicare Part D outpatient drug coverage benefit,
instituted in January 2006, was in many ways a response
to rising drug costs for seniors [1-3]. However, the stan-
dard Part D benefit contains a coverage "gap” in prescrip-
tion drug cost coverage. In 2006, a period of no coverage
for drug costs began when total drug costs reached
$2,250 (after an initial $250 deductible and 25% coinsur-
ance rate up to this point), and continued until patients
reach an out-of-pocket maximum of $3,600 [4].
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Out-of-pocket expenses comprise up to 20% of health
care costs in the U.S. [5]. While physicians can play an
important role in reducing out-of-pocket drug cost bur-
den for their Medicare Part D patients [6-8], studies sug-
gest that patients and physicians communicate
infrequently about out-of-pocket costs [5,7,9,10] and that
this communication occurs less often than either of them
would like [5,7,8].

Patients with chronic illnesses such as diabetes may be
at particular risk for high drug costs, given their need for
multiple medications to treat their diabetes and accom-
panying comorbid conditions [11-13]; these factors may
also make them more liable to experience cost-related
medication non-adherence [14]. Despite this increased
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vulnerability, there is little information on how often Part
D beneficiaries with diabetes or other chronic illnesses
communicate about drug costs with physicians.

Previous studies suggest that patient characteristics
(e.g. race/ethnicity) are associated with how likely
patients are to communicate with their physicians about
drug costs, and with how much they would like to discuss
costs with their providers [5,7,9]. Communication may
also potentially vary by the wide variety of Part D plan
structures and benefits offered to patients [15], including
by whether beneficiaries enroll in Medicare Advantage
Prescription Drug Plans (MAPDs) that offer a wide range
of health care services along with drug coverage or Pre-
scription Drug Plans (PDPs) that offer drug coverage as a
stand-alone benefit. However, this relationship has not
been explored. The purpose of this report is to examine
drug cost communication levels, prescription drug
switching by physicians, and self-reported medication
non-adherence among Medicare Part D beneficiaries
with diabetes, and to assess how these vary across such
characteristics.

Methods
The Translating Research into Action for Diabetes
(TRIAD) study is a multi-center study of diabetes care in
managed care settings [16]. Within a subset of health
plans participating in TRIAD, a cross-sectional survey
was conducted from April-October 2007 to examine the
implementation of the Medicare Part D drug benefit
among beneficiaries with diabetes. Potential survey
respondents were enrolled in one of three types of health
insurance products in 2006: 1) for-profit Medicare
Advantage Prescription Drug (MAPD) plans within eight
states, 2) stand-alone, for-profit Medicare Prescription
Drug Plans (PDPs) in the same eight states, and 3) an
MAPD product offered by a large, integrated delivery sys-
tem model HMO in California (IDS MAPD). The multi-
state plan is a network-model system offering two differ-
ent Part D benefit designs. One design had a standard
coverage gap between $2,250 in total drug costs and
$3,600 in out-of-pocket drug costs, and the other pro-
vided generic-only medication coverage during this gap.
Beneficiaries could have either of the cost-sharing
designs through an MAPD plan or through a stand-alone
PDP plan. During the coverage gap, beneficiaries that
were enrolled in a plan with generic-only coverage con-
tinued to have an $8.50 generic copayment but no cover-
age for brand name drugs, while those with a complete
gap in coverage paid full cost for all drugs including
generics. Patients in the IDS-MAPD may have had sup-
plemental gap coverage.

To be eligible for the survey, patients were required to
have been continuously enrolled in one of the two MAPD
plans from 1/01/05 to 12/31/06, or newly enrolled in the

Page 2 of 7

PDP plan between 11/15/05 and 3/01/06, and must have
hit the Part D coverage gap in expenditures (i.e. had total
2006 drug expenditures that reached $2,250) by October
1, 2006. Previous work suggests that more than 25% of
diabetes patients enter the coverage gap annually [17].
Among eligible patients who were beneficiaries in the
participating plans, the survey randomly sampled mem-
bers who were at least 65 years old, spoke English or
Spanish. Drug expenditures were obtained using claims
data. Patients who could not provide informed consent or
were too ill to participate were excluded. Beneficiaries
who were low-income subsidy (LICS) qualifiers were also
excluded because their Part D benefit does not include a
coverage gap. Potential participants were sent a $10 gift
card as an incentive, and offered the option of completing
a computer-assisted telephone interview or a written sur-
vey.

The survey response rate was 58%. Respondents were
not significantly different from non-respondents in terms
of gender, number of medications, or geocoded census-
track income, and differed less than one year in mean age
(data not shown); data are unweighted and did not adjust
for non-response.

Survey participants were asked if, during 2006, they 1)
thought the issue of prescription drug cost was important
enough to raise with their doctor; 2) wanted their doctor
to consider the cost to them when choosing medication;
and 3) talked with any doctor about the amount they had
to pay for prescription drugs. Responses to the first ques-
tion was given on a 4-point Likert scale, and dichoto-
mized for analysis into 'strongly agree/agree' vs. 'disagree/
strongly disagree/don't know," while responses for the last
two questions were given as 'yes/no'. Patients were also
asked if their doctor switched any prescriptions to a less
expensive medication because of cost, or if they had used
any medication less often than the doctor prescribed due
to the amount they had to pay in 2006 (responses given as
'yes/no).

Multiple logistic regression models were used to create
adjusted percents of patients across demographic and
health plan characteristics responding 'strongly agree/
agree' or 'ves' to the above questions (dependent vari-
ables), adjusting for patient demographics, self-rated
health status, and a comorbidity score based on a simple
sum of 14 self-reported health conditions obtained
through the survey (independent variables). Adjusted
percents are calculated by setting all characteristics
except the variable of interest to the mean, using the coef-
ficients from the model as multipliers. Since the average
number of patients per prescribing physician was very
low (mean of 1.5 patients per prescribing physician),
models did not adjust for patient clustering within physi-
cian. Models also adjusted for month entering the gap,
number of unique medications taken during 2006, per-
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centage of medications in the first quarter that were
generic, and difference between total and out-of-pocket
medication costs in the first quarter (obtained through
claims data). Analyses were performed using SAS v9.2.
This study was developed and approved by the Steering
Committee of the Translating Research in Action for Dia-
betes (TRIAD) Study and conducted by researchers in
two of TRIAD's Translational Research Centers, and
approved by the appropriate Institutional Review Boards.

Results

A total of 1,458 beneficiaries with diabetes entered the
coverage gap in 2006 and responded to the survey. Sev-
enty-four percent of patients were white, and 54% were
female. Forty-one percent of patients had an annual
household income of less than $25 K (Table 1).

Forty-four percent of patients reported discussing drug
costs with their physician in 2006, while 76% reported
wanting to have such discussions with physicians and
80% wanted their physician to consider costs when pre-
scribing medications (Table 2). Almost half reported that
a physician switched them to a less expensive version of
their medication due to cost.

After adjusting for other covariates, female patients
were more likely than male patients to report they wanted
doctors to consider costs when choosing medications
(84% vs. 78%, p < .05), and to report they used medica-
tions less often than prescribed due to cost (25% vs. 20%,
p < .05). Minority patients were less likely than whites to
report that they had discussed drug costs with MDs (37%
vs. 48%, p < .001). Patients age 65-74 were more likely to
discuss prescription drug costs with physicians than
those over 75 (50% vs. 41%, p < .001), and also were more
likely to report taking less medication due to cost (19% vs.
16%, p < .001). Patients with < $25 K annual household
income were more likely to think the issue of drug costs
were important enough to raise with their doctor (80%),
and also more likely to have talked about prescription
drug costs with doctors (51%) than patients with house-
hold incomes above $40 K annually. These patients also
reported more cost-related non-adherence (27% vs. 17%,
p < .01). There were no differences in patient-reported
communication, physician drug switching, or cost-related
non-adherence by level of patient education (data not
shown).

Patients in the IDS MAPD plan were less likely than
patients in the other two Part D plans to think the issue of
drug costs was important enough to raise with their doc-
tors (66% vs. 81% in for-profit MAPD and 79% in PDP, p <
.001), and were also less likely to actually have talked with
a doctor about prescription drug costs (36% vs. 50% in
for-profit MAPD and 51% in PDP, p < .01). IDS MAPD
patients reported slightly lower cost-related non-adher-
ence to medications than patients in the other two plans,
although this difference was not significant.
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Table 1: Demographics of the Study Sample (n = 1458)

Mean (SD) or %

Age 75.0 (5.8)

65-69 years old (n = 293) 20%

70-74 years old (n = 443) 30%

75-79 years old (n =415) 29%

80-84 years old (n =218) 15%

85 plus (n =89) 6%
Race/Ethnicity

White (n =982) 74%

Latino (n=212) 16%

Asian/Pacific Islander (n = 43) 3%

African American (n = 57) 4%

Other (n = 39) 3%
Female Gender (n = 793) 54%
Education

< High School (n = 269) 19%

High school graduate/some college 60%

(n=822)

4+ years college (n = 284) 21%
Annual Income

<$25K(n=491) 41%
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Table 1: Demographics of the Study Sample (n = 1458)
(Continued)

$25-40K (n = 283) 24%

> $40K (n=418) 35%
Health Plan

Integrated Delivery System MAPD 35%

(n=509)

For-Profit MAPD (n = 772) 53%

For-Profit PDP (n = 177) 12%

Health Status

Excellent/Very Good (n = 188) 14%
Good (n =454) 33%
Fair/Poor (n = 741) 53%

Comorbidity score (mean +/- SD) 49 (2.3)
(range = 0-14)
Number of medications in 2006 14.4 (5.3)
Out-of-pocket med costs in Q1 2006 $359 (262)
Mean % of meds that are generic in Q1 66 (21)
2006

Discussion

In this study, fewer than half of Medicare Part D benefi-
ciaries with diabetes who hit the coverage gap in 2006
had discussed out-of-pocket prescription drug costs with
any physician during that year. This is despite the fact
that all of the patients in the study had drug costs suffi-
cient to cause them to reach the prescription drug cost
coverage gap in 2006, and 22% reported using medica-
tions less often than prescribed due to cost. While fewer
than half of patients reported discussing drug costs with
physicians, more than three-quarters reported thinking
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the issue of prescription drug costs was important
enough to raise with a doctor.

Forty-seven percent of patients reported that their phy-
sician had switched them to a less expensive medication
after considering patients' out of pocket costs. This find-
ing suggests that there was room for adjustment to lower
cost medications, and that many physicians are amenable
to considering medication costs in prescribing. The
recent health care reforms to Medicare Part D will con-
tinue to require significant medication cost-sharing for
patients as changes to the benefit are phased in during
the next 10 years, particularly for brand-name drugs [18].
Given that physicians do not always know the level of
patient out-of-pocket drug costs [19,20], and may have
difficulty identifying patients who have problems paying
for prescription drugs [7,21], health plans and medical
groups may want to consider organizational level inter-
ventions designed to facilitate these switches to lower
cost medications.

Patient characteristics such as gender, race/ethnicity,
income, and age were found to be related to patient-phy-
sician communication regarding prescription drug costs
and cost-related non-adherence. Minorities talked with
their physicians about drug costs less often than white
patients, while women, patients with < $40,000 annual
income, and younger beneficiaries were at higher risk for
cost-related medication non-adherence. This information
that gender, age, income, and race/ethnicity are related to
levels of drug cost communication and to self-reported
non-adherence could be of help to providers and health
plans in identifying patients who may need additional
help in initiating such conversations.

Significant differences were observed between patients
in MAPD plans offered through a not-for-profit inte-
grated delivery system (IDS-MAPD) and patients in for-
profit PDP or MAPD plans. Medicare beneficiaries in the
IDS-MAPD were much less likely to either think pre-
scription drug costs were important enough to raise with
their doctor or to actually discuss prescription drug costs
with their doctor than patients in the other two plans.
Despite this, IDS-MAPD patients had lower (although
not significantly) levels of cost-related medication non-
adherence among the plans. Both patients and providers
in the IDS-MAPD may perceive that much of what could
be done to reduce prescription costs had already
occurred within the current system. Patients and physi-
cians may feel that the managed care system stresses the
use of lower cost medications in its formulary and else-
where [22,23], and that patient out-of-pocket costs are
unlikely to be reduced through medication switching.

This study has a number of limitations that should be
noted. It is possible that Medicare Part D beneficiaries
with diabetes are communicating with other health care
providers such as diabetes educators and clinical pharma-
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Table 2: Patient-Provider Communication Regarding Drug Costs
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Patient/Plan
Characteristics

Thought issue of
drug costs important

Wants MD to consider
cost when choosing

Talked with MD
aboutamount paid

MD switched any
drug to aless

Used any drug less
often than

enough to raise with  drugs (% yes) for drugs (% yes) expensive version prescribed because
MD (% strongly because of cost (% of cost (% yes)
agree/agree) yes)

Overall Sample (n= 76% 80% 44% 47% 22%

1458)

Adjusted Percents+

Female 78% 84%* 47% 51% 25%*

Male++ 74% 78% 43% 44% 20%

White++ 76% 81% 48% 49% 23%

Non-White 77% 80% 37%*** 43% 23%

Age 65-74 81%*** 83% 50%** 45% 29%***

Age 75++ 70% 79% 41% 51% 16%

Income < $25K 80%* 82% 519%*** 47% 27%***

Income $25-40 K 78% 84% 49%*** 57%* 24%%**

Income > $40 K++ 72% 78% 37% 41% 17%

Integrated Delivery ~ 66% 77% 36% 33% 21%

System MAPD++

For-Profit MAPD 81%*** 84%* 50%*** 53%%*** 24%

For-Profit PDP 79%* 81% 51%** 57%** 26%

*p <.05, ** p <.01, *** p <.001
+ From models adjusted for age, gender, income, education, comorbidities, race/ethnicity, difference between total and OOP costs in first

quarter (Q1) of 2006, % generic medications in Q1 of 2006, and month of gap entry.

++Referent Group.
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cists about their prescription drug costs, and that these
findings under report overall communication. However,
the current survey also asked patients about communica-
tion with pharmacists regarding drug costs, and found
overall levels to be extremely low across plans. It is also
possible that geographic differences may underlie some
of the differences seen between the IDS-MAPD, for-
profit MAPD, and PDP plans. The IDS-MAPD plan was
only offered in California, which has a different health
care environment than that of other states [24]. The sur-
vey asks about experiences in 2006, but was not adminis-
tered until 2007; this delay may have biased responses to
reflect more recent experiences. Patients report that their
MD switched them to a less expensive drug due to cost
slightly more often than they report talking to their MD
about drug costs (47% vs. 44%); this may be due to factors
such as MDs acting without consulting patients, switches
initiated by pharmacists, or formulary switches when
new generics entered the market that cannot be mea-
sured in this study context. The survey sample is com-
prised mainly of patients in MAPD plans; since the
majority of Part D beneficiaries nationally are in PDP
plans [25], this may make our findings somewhat less
generalizable. Finally, this survey only sampled patients
who actually entered the Part D coverage gap; patients
who did not enter the gap may have different patterns of
provider communication than those in this analysis.

Conclusions

Medicare Part D beneficiaries with diabetes who hit the
coverage gap have relatively low levels of communication
with physicians about drug costs, despite the high level of
perceived importance of such communication. Under-
standing patient and plan-level differences in communi-
cation can help diabetes educators, physicians, and health
plans design and implement strategies to help patients at
risk for cost-related non-adherence manage their pre-
scription drug costs.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interest.

Authors' contributions

JAS and CMM led the analysis. JAS drafted the manuscript. NS performed all
data analysis OKD, SLE, AFB, VJ, JH, EQ, CWT, JAS, and CMM developed the sur-
vey and contributed to the data analysis plan. All authors read and approved
the final manuscript.

Acknowledgements

This project was funded by Centers for Disease Control, Contract no. U58/
CCU923527-04-1; the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality and the
National Institute of Aging (ROTHS013902-01) and NIA (R01-AG029316-01), by
the Office of Research in Women's Health Building Interdisciplinary Careers in
Women's Health K12 Career Development Award (K12HD052163), and by the
UCLA Resource Center for Minority Aging Research (NIA #2P30AG021684-06).

Page 6 of 7

Author Details

Division of Research, Kaiser Permanente, Oakland, CA, USA, 2Division of
General Internal Medicine and Health Services Research, University of
California, Los Angeles, CA, USA, 3Mongan Institute for Health Policy,
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA, USA and “Pacific Health Research
Institute, Family Medicine and Community Health, Honolulu, HI, USA

Received: 25 January 2010 Accepted: 14 June 2010
Published: 14 June 2010

References

1. Neuman P, Strollo MK, Guterman S, Rogers WH, Li A, Rodday AM, Safran
DG: Medicare prescription drug benefit progress report: findings from
a 2006 national survey of seniors. Health Aff(Millwood) 2007,
26(5):w630-w6b43.

2. Soumerai SB, Pierre-Jacques M, Zhang F, Ross-Degnan D, Adams AS,
Gurwitz J, Adler G, Safran DG: Cost-related medication non-adherence
among elderly and disabled Medicare beneficiaries. Arch Intern Med
2006, 166(17):1829-1835.

3. Safran DG, Neuman P, Schoen C, Kitchman MS, Wilson IB, Cooper B, Li A,
Chang H, Rogers WH: Prescription drug coverage and seniors: findings
from a 2003 national survey. Health Aff(Millwood) 2005:w152-w166.

4. The Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Fact Sheet The Henry J. Kaiser
Family Foundation [http://www.kff.org/medicare/upload/7044-04.pdf].
Accessed April 20,2010

5. Alexander GC, Casalino LP, Meltzer DO: Patient-physician
communication about out-of-pocket costs. JAMA 2003, 290(7):953-958.

6. Federman AD, Alexander GC, Shrank WH: A practical physician's guide to
the Medicare drug benefit plan. Mayo Clin Proc 2006, 81(9):1217-1221.

7. Tseng CW, Dudley RA, Brook RH, Keeler E, Steers WN, Alexander GC,
Waitzfelder BE, Mangione CM: Elderly patients' preferences and
experiences with providers in managing their drug costs. JAm Geriatr
Soc 2007, 55(12):1974-1980.

8. Alexander GC, Tseng CW: Six strategies to identify and assist patients
burdened by out-of-pocket prescription costs. Cleve Clin J Med 2004,
71(5):433-437.

9.  Piette JD, Heisler M, Wagner TH: Cost-related medication underuse: do
patients with chronic illnesses tell their doctors? Arch Intern Me 2004,
164(16):1749-1755.

10. Wilson IB, Schoen C, Neuman P, Strollo MK, Rogers WH, Chang H, Safran
DG: Physician-patient communication about prescription medication
nonadherence: a 50-state study of America's seniors. J Gen Int Med
2007,22(1):6-12.

11. American Diabetes Association: Standards of medical care for patients
with diabetes mellitus. Diabetes Care 1999, 22(Suppl 1):532-541.

12. American Diabetes Association: Implications of the diabetes control and
complications trial. Diabetes Care 2003, 26(1):525-S27.

13. Pearson TA, Blair SN, Daniels SR, Eckel RH, Fair JM, Fortmann SP, Franklin
BA, Goldstein LB, Greenland P, Grundy SM, Hong Y, Miller NH, Lauer RM,
Ockene IS, Sacco RL, Sallis JF Jr, Smith SC Jr, Stone NJ, Taubert KA: AHA
Guidelines for Primary Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease and
Stroke: 2002 Update: Consensus Panel Guide to Comprehensive Risk
Reduction for Adult Patients Without Coronary or Other
Atherosclerotic Vascular Diseases. American Heart Association Science
Advisory and Coordinating Committee. Circulation 2002,
106(3):388-391.

14. Jackson JE, Doescher MP, Saver BG, Fishman P: Prescription drug
coverage, health, and medication acquisition among seniors with one
or more chronic conditions. Med Care 2004, 42(11):1056-1065.

15. Ashkenazy R, Abrahamson MJ: Medicare coverage for patients with
diabetes. A national plan with individual consequences. JGen Intern
Med 2004, 21(4):386-392.

16.  The TRIAD Study Group: The Translating Research into Action for
Diabetes (TRIAD) study: a multicenter study of diabetes in managed
care. Diabetes Care 2002, 25(2):386-389.

17. Schmittdiel J, Ettner S, Fung V, Huang J, Turk N, Quiter E, Swain B, Hsu J,
Mangione CM: Medicare part D coverage gap and diabetes
beneficiaries. AmJManag Care 2009, 15(3):189-193.

18. Key Changes to the Medicare Part D Drug Benefit Coverage Gap The
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation [httpy//www.kff.org/healthreform/

upload/8059.pdf]. Accessed June 1, 2010



http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/164
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17711865
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17000938
http://www.kff.org/medicare/upload/7044-04.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12928475
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16970218
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17944892
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15195778
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12502616
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=12119259
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15586832
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=11815515
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=19298100
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8059.pdf
http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8059.pdf

Schmittdiel et al. BMC Health Services Research 2010, 10:164 Page 7 of 7
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/164

19. Khan'S, Sylvester R, Scott D, Pitts B: Physicians' opinions about
responsibility for patient out-of-pocket costs and formulary
prescribing in two Midwestern states. J Manag Care Pharm 2008,
14(8):780-9.

20. Shrank WH, Asch SM, Joseph GJ, Young HN, Ettner SL, Kholodenko Y,
Glassman P, Kravitz RL: Physicians' perceived knowledge of and
responsibility for managing patients' out-of-pocket costs for
prescription drugs. Ann Pharmacother 2006, 40(9):1534-40.

21. Heisler M, Wagner TH, Piette JD: Clinicianidentification of chronically ill
patients who have problems paying for prescription medications. AmJ
Med 2004, 116:753-758.

22. Saleh SS, Weller W, Hannan E: The effect of insurance type on
prescription drug use and expenditures among elderly Medicare
beneficiaries. JHealth Hum Serv Admin 2007, 30(1):50-74.

23. Gilman BH, Kautter J: Impact of multitiered copayments on the use and
cost of prescription drugs among Medicare beneficiaries. HSR 2008,
43(2):478-495.

24. Gillies RR, Shortell SM, Casalino L, Robinson JC, Rundall TG: How different
is California? A comparison of US physician groups. Health
Aff(Millwood) 2003. Suppl Web Exclusives. W3-492-02

25. Cubanski J, Neuman P: Status report on Medicare Part D enroliment in
2006: analysis of plan-specific market share and coverage. Health Aff
(Millwood) 2007, 26(1):w1-w12.

Pre-publication history
The pre-publication history for this paper can be accessed here:
http//www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/164/prepub

doi: 10.1186/1472-6963-10-164

Cite this article as: Schmittdiel et al,, Patient-provider communication
regarding drug costsin Medicare Part D beneficiaries with diabetes: a TRIAD
Study BMC Health Services Research 2010, 10:164

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of:

¢ Convenient online submission

¢ Thorough peer review

* No space constraints or color figure charges

¢ Immediate publication on acceptance

¢ Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

* Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at ( -
www.biomedcentral.com/submit BioMed Central



http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=18983207
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=16912246
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15144912
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=18370964
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15506154
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=17118944
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/10/164/prepub

	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Competing interests
	Authors' contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author Details
	References
	Pre-publication history

