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Abstract Based on transversality condition of gauge boson
self-energy we have systematically constructed the general
structure of the gauge boson two-point functions using four
linearly independent basis tensors in presence of a nontrivial
background i.e. hot magnetized material medium. The hard
thermal loop approximation has been used for the heat bath
to compute various form factors associated with the gauge
boson’s two point functions both in strong and weak field
approximation. We have also analyzed the dispersion of a
gauge boson (e.g., gluon) using the effective propagator both
in strong and weak magnetic field approximation. The for-
malism is also applicable to QED. The presence of only ther-
mal background leads to a longitudinal (plasmon) mode and
a two fold degenerate transverse mode. In presence of a hot
magnetized background medium the degeneracy of the two
transverse modes is lifted and one gets three quasiparticle
modes. In weak field approximation one gets two transverse
modes and one plasmon mode. On the other hand, in strong
field approximation also one gets the three modes in Low-
est Landau Level. The general structure of two-point function
may be useful for computing the thermo-magnetic correction
of various quantities associated with a gauge boson.

1 Introduction

The propagation of vector gauge bosons in a material medium
in presence of a magnetic field produces many interesting
observational effects. As for example the photons with differ-
ent polarizations have different dispersion properties which
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lead to the Faraday rotation. This has also been observed for
various astrophysical objects [1-4] and in the millisecond
pulsations of solar radio emission [5]. In view of the theo-
retical perspective the general feature is associated with the
propagation of a photon in an externally magnetized mate-
rial medium. The subject of the propagation of photons in
magnetized plasmas has been studied in large extent and
also covered in standard electromagnetic theory [6,7] and
plasma physics [8,9] books. However, in most cases it was
assumed that the medium consists of non-relativistic and non-
degenerate electrons and nucleons. This suggests a modifica-
tion of theoretical tools in which a general formalism based
on quantum field theory proves to be helpful [10]. A quan-
tum field theoretical formalism to calculate Faraday rota-
tion in different kinds of media (hot magnetized one) have
been done in Refs. [11,12]. Also high-intensity laser fields
are used to create ultrarelativistic electron-positron plasmas
which play an important role in various astrophysical situa-
tions. Some properties of such plasma are studied using QED
at finite temperature [13,14].

In the regime of Quantum Chromo Dynamics (QCD),
nuclear matter dissolves into a thermalized color decon-
fined state Quark Gluon Plasma (QGP) under extreme con-
ditions such as very high temperature and/or density. To
probe different characteristics of this novel state, various
high energy Heavy-lon-Collisions (HIC) experiments are
under way, e.g., RHIC@BNL, LHC@CERN and upcoming
FAIR @GSI. Depending on the impact parameter of the colli-
sion, arelativistic HIC can be central or non-central. In recent
years the non-central HIC is getting more and more attention
in the heavy-ion community because of some distinct fea-
tures which appear due to the non-centrality of the collision.
One of those is the prospect of producing a very strong mag-
netic field in the direction perpendicular to the reaction plane
due to the relatively higher rapidity of the spectator particles
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that are not participating in the collisions. Presently immense
activities are in progress to study the properties of strongly
interacting matter in presence of an external magnetic field,
resulting in the emergence of several novel phenomena [15—
32]. This suggests that there is clearly an increasing demand
to study the effects of intense background magnetic fields on
various aspects and observables of non-central heavy-ion col-
lisions. Also experimental evidences of photon anisotropy,
provided by the PHENIX Collaboration [33], have posed a
challenge for existing theoretical models. This kind of cur-
rent experimental evidences have prompted that a modifi-
cation of the present theoretical tools are much needed by
considering the effects of intense background magnetic field
on various aspects and observables of non-central HIC. In
a field theoretic calculation n-point functions are the basic
quantities to compute the various observables of a system.
With this perspective in very recent works, based on various
symmetries of the system for a nontrivial medium like a hot
magnetized one, the general structure of fermionic 2- and
3-point function [34], and 4-point function [35] were com-
puted. Also the spectral representation of two point function
[34] were obtained for such system. In this paper we consider
gluon that propagates in a hot magnetized QCD plasma for
which we aim at the general structure of the gauge boson
self-energy, the effective propagator and its dispersion prop-
erty. This formalism is also applicable to QED system. The
general propagators for fermion obtained in Ref. [34] and
for the gauge boson obtained here have already been used to
compute the quark-gluon free energy for a hot magnetized
deconfined QCD system in Ref. [36].

This paper has been organized as follows: in Sect. 2 the
general structure of a gauge boson self-energy in a hot mag-
netized medium is discussed progressively. It includes two
parts: a brief review of the general structure in presence of
only thermal medium in Sect. 2.1 and then a generalization
of it to a hot magnetized medium in Sect. 2.2. In Sect. 3 we
discuss the general structure for the gauge boson propaga-
tor using the results of Sect. 2. Section 4 begins with the
domain of applicability depending upon the scales (mass,
temperature and the magnetic field strength) associated with
the system. In Sects. 4.1 and 4.2 we elaborately compute
the various form factors, Debye screening mass, dispersion
relations within strong and weak field approximation, respec-
tively. Finally, we conclude in Sect. 5.

2 General structure of a gauge boson self-energy

In this section we first briefly review the formalism of the
general structure for a gauge boson self-energy by consider-
ing only thermal bath without the presence of any magnetic
field in Sect. 2.1 and it will then be followed by a formalism
for a magnetized hot medium in Sect. 2.2.

@ Springer

2.1 Finite temperature and zero magnetic field case

We begin with the general structure of the gauge boson self-
energy in vacuum, given as

%Y (P) = VATI(P?), (1)

where the form factor IT1(P?) is Lorentz invariant and
depends only on the four scalar P2. The vacuum projection
operator is

PrPY
P2
with the metric g*¥ = (1, —1, —1, —1)and P* = (po, p) =
(p°, pb, p%, p?). The self-energy satisfies the gauge invari-

ance through the transversality condition

VY = ghv

. @

P, IT*"(P) =0, 3)
and it is also symmetric
n*v(p) = m(pP). “

The conditions in Egs. (3) and (4) are sufficient to obtain ten
components of TT#".

The presence of finite temperature (8 = 1/T) or heat
bath breaks the Lorentz (boost) invariance of the system.
In finite temperature one accumulates four-vectors and ten-
sors to form a general covariant structure of the gauge boson
self-energy. Those are P*, g/’ from vacuum and the four-
velocity u"* of the heat bath, discreetly introduced because
of the medium. With these one can form four symmetric
basis tensors, namely P* P, P*u” +u" P¥, u"u" and g"".
These four tensors can be reduced to two independent mutu-
ally orthogonal projection tensors by virtue of the constraints
provided by the transversality condition in Eq. (3). One uses
them to construct manifestly Lorentz-invariant structure of
the gauge boson self-energy and propagator at finite temper-
ature which have been discussed in the literature in details
[37-39]. Nevertheless, we briefly discuss some of the essen-
tial points that would be very useful in constructing those
general structures for a magnetized hot medium.

We now begin by defining Lorentz scalars, vectors and
tensors that characterize the heat bath or hot medium in a
local rest frame:

u" =(1,0,0,0),

P*u, = P -u = po, (5a)
P* = P* — (P -uwu" = P* — poul, (5b)
§ =g —utu’ (5¢)
P?=P"p, = P* - p} = -p%, (5d)

where p = |p|. We note here that one can only construct

two independent Lorentz scalars as given in Eqgs. (5a) and
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(5d). One can further redefine four vector u* by projecting
the vacuum projection tensor upon it as
. (P -u)P" poP"

W yhvy, g2 T b
ut =V*u, =u P2 =u o 6)
which is orthogonal to P*. Now one can construct two inde-
pendent and mutually transverse second rank projection ten-
sors in terms of those redefined set of four-vectors and tensor
as

prpy
WY _ v
A= g (Ta)
1
B = it (7b)
u

Moreover, sum of these two projection operators lead to the
well known vacuum projection tensor V#" as

AR 4 BHV = gV _ = VY, (8)

P
So, the general (manifestly) covariant form of the self-energy
tensor can be written as

" = My A* + 1, B*, ©)

where I1; and Il7 are, respectively, the longitudinal and
transverse form factors. Eventually one can obtain these two
form factors as

P2
HL = ——21_[00, (10a)
p
Iy = ! (IM* —T1y) (10b)
T = D _2 " L),

where D is the space-time dimension of a given theory. The
above Lorentz-invariant form factors would depend on the

two independent Lorentz scalars pp and p = ,/ pg — P2
as defined, respectively, in Egs. (5a) and (5d) besides the

temperature 7 = 1/8.
2.2 Finite temperature and finite magnetic field case

The finite temperature breaks the Lorentz (boost) symmetry
whereas the presence of magnetic field breaks the rotational
symmetry in the system. In presence of both finite tempera-
ture (8 = 1/T) and finite magnetic field B, the four-vectors
and tensors available to form the general covariant structure
of the gauge boson self-energy are P*, g'", the electromag-
netic field tensor F#V and it’s dual F 1V and the four velocity
of the heat bath, u**. As seen in Sect. 2.1 at finite 7 the heat
bath introduces a preferred direction that breaks the boost
invariance. On the other hand, the presence of the magnetic
field breaks the rotational symmetry in the system because it
introduces an anisotropy in space. For hot magnetized sys-
tem, one can define a new four vector n* which is associated

with the electromagnetic field tensor F*¥. We define the elec-
tromagnetic field tensor as

00 0 0
00—-BO

F=10B 0 0l an
00 0 0

In the rest frame of the heat bath, i.e., u* = (1,0, 0, 0), n*
can be defined uniquely as projection of F/*" along u*,

= D kP = St B = 0,001, (12)
w 2B MUP)“ B Y s Uy Uy ’

which is in the z-direction. This also establishes a connection
between the heat bath and the magnetic field.

Now for a hot magnetized case one has Lorentz vec-
tors, P*, u" and n" along with metric tensor gV, from
which one can form seven symmetric basis tensors, namely
PHPY, PERY +n#* PV, n#*nY, P*u’ +ut* PV, ubu’, utn® +
nPu" and g"". These seven tensors reduce to four because
of constraints provided by the gauge invariance condition in
Eq. (3). Below we obtain the four basis tensors. !

We first form the transverse four momentum and the trans-
verse metric tensor as

Pf =Pt — (P -wu" + (P -n)n"

= P* — pout + p*nt = P* — Plfl, (13a)
gl’ =" —ulu’ " =g — g, (13b)
where

P!" = pou' — pn*, (14a)

P} =P!'P; = pj — p3, (14b)

gflw =ulu” —n"n", (14¢)
PIBE =B = P R= P B =

(14d)

where P2 = P2 + P = P2~ p3. P2 = p3 — p} and
pi = p% + p%. We further note that the three independent
Lorentz scalars are pg, p3 = P -nand Pf.

We take B*Y in Eq. (7b) as one of projection tensors in
hot magnetized system. Now A*YA,, = 2 indicates that it
is a combination of two mutually orthogonal projection ten-
sors, which yields two degenerate transverse modes for gauge
boson in heat bath. Projection of A*¥ along magnetic field
direction n* is n* = A*Yn,. So we can construct another
second rank tensor orthogonal to both P* and B*" as,

ntn”

oM = . (15)

n2

I 'We note here that a set of four different basis tensors were used in
Refs. [40-42].
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We, now, construct the third projection tensor R*", with a
constraint such that the sum of R*V, B*¥ and Q" gives the
vacuum projection operator V*¥ as

RM‘) — VMV _ B,U«V _ QMV — AMV _ QMV
o PP
ZgL —_ 5
PJ_

(16)

It can be checked easily that all the projection tensors satisfy
the following properties,

P,Z" =0, (17a)
ZMhzy = ZM, (17b)
Z" 7, = 1. (17¢)

where Z = B, R, Q. The three projection tensors are orthog-
onal to each other:

Z"Y,, =0, (18a)
where Z # Y and Y = B, R, Q.
Now we construct the fourth tensor as

NHY = —ﬁﬂﬁv + ﬁvﬁ#, (19)
i2/n?

which satisfies the following properties
N"N,, = Bl' + O, (20)

B*"N,, + N**B,, = N |

Qﬂprv + NMprv = N#v (21)
R"N,, = N**R,, = 0. (22)

Now, one can write a general covariant structure of gauge
boson self-energy as

" = bB* + cR*’ 4 d Q" +aN™, (23)

where b, ¢, d and a are four Lorentz-invariant form factors
associated with the four basis tensors. Note that Eq. (23) can
also be expressed as

" = bB*’ + cAMY + (d — ¢) Q"* + aN™M’ 24)

This particular decomposition of the self-energy in terms
of four tensor basis is exactly same that has been used in
Refs. [43,44] which, however were then applied for different
perspectives.

The (00) components of the constituent tensors are given
by

Boo = it?, (25a)
Roo = 0, (25b)
Qoo =0, (25¢)
Noo =0, (25d)

Moo = bBoy = bii>. (25¢)

@ Springer

Using these information, we obtain the form factors as

b= B, (26a)

¢ = RN, (26b)

d= QMVH}LU7 (260)
1

a= Ny, (26d)

In absence of the magnetic field by comparing with the known
general form of finite temperature self-energy in Eq. (9), as

HTA,LLU + HLB,LLU = bOBuv + COR;w + dOQ;w + aON;w’

27
one can write
by =T1;, (28a)
co =do =y, (28b)
apg=0 (28¢)

where we used the fact that R, + O, = Ay,

3 General form of gauge boson propagator in a hot
magnetized medium

In covariant gauge the inverse of the gauge boson propagator
in vacuum reads as

£—1

D)) = P?guy — =— P, Py, (29)

where £ is the gauge parameter. From Eq. (16) one can write

P, P, = P?[guy — (Buy + Ry + Q)] (30)
and using in Eq. (29), we get

o P? £-1
(DY), = Tt P? e Bur R+ Q). GD

The inverse of the general gauge boson propagator following
Dyson—Schwinger equation reads as

Dl =%, -1, (32)
From Egs. (31) and (23) we can now readily get

P2

-1 _ 2 2

D, = ?guv + (P, —b)Byy + (P, — )Ry

+(Pyy = d)Qpuy — aNpy, (33)
where

-1

P2 = PZ%. (34)

The inverse of Eq. (33) can be written as

Dup =aPuPy+BBup+yRup+8Qup +0Ny,. (35
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along with

8 =Dup (D)

= aP;PMP“ + [%Pz + B(P2 —b) — oa:| B},
+:%?+®Uﬁ—d%ﬂW}QZ
+Y%f+yuﬁ—ch;

- :—,Ba +o(P2—d)+ (’Eiz] —L;’;"nz

2 o P2
+ —80+O'(Pm—b)~|—?

nyu” (36)

2

n2

Now using the explicit forms of B, R, O, and N, and
equating different coefficients from both sides yield the fol-

lowing conditions:

_§
Ol—ﬁ,
2
'BTP+ﬂ(P,,21—b)—aa=1,

spP? 5
T-F(S(Pm —d)—oa=1,

P2
%¢+w%—o=L
5 o P?
—,Bll-f—O'(Pm—d)-‘rT :O,
2 o P?
—Sa+o(P, —b)+ e =0. (37)
Solving this we get
_ ¢
o = ﬁ,
g P?—d
(P2 -b)(P2—d)—a®’
1
V= P2 ¢’
_ P2—b
(P2 —Db)(P?2—d) —a?
a

(3%)

T (PZbn)(PE—d)—a?
Now the general covariant structure of the gauge boson prop-
agator in covariant gauge can finally be obtained as

D _ EP,P, (P? —d)Byy Ry
e pa (P2 —b)(P2—d)—a?  P?—c

(P2 —Db)Quy
(P? —b)(P? —d) —a?
aNyy
+(P2 —b)(P?2—d)—a?’

(39)

We recall that the breaking of boost invariance due to finite
temperature leads to two modes (degenerate transverse mode
and plasmino). Now, the breaking of the rotational invari-
ance in presence of magnetic field lifts the degeneracy of
the transverse modes which introduces an additional mode
in the hot medium. These three dispersive modes of gauge
boson can be seen from the poles of Eq. (39). The poles
(P2 —b)(P? —d) —a® =0, lead to two dispersive modes.
We call one mode n with energy w,+ and the other one n~
with energy w,-. The pole P? — ¢ = 0 leads to the third dis-
persive mode ¢ with energy w.. We will discuss about these
dispersive modes in details later for both strong and weak
field approximation.

When we turn off the magnetic field, the general structure
of the propagator in a non-magnetized thermal bath can be
obtained by putting by = I11, co = dy = 17 and agp = 0 as

D :spupp B Aup
me p4 P2—_TI;, P2—Tly

+ (40)

which agrees with the known result [37-39,45].

4 Form factors

Before computing the various form factors associated with
the general structure we note the following points:

1. The magnetic field generated during the non-central HIC
is time dependent but is believed to decrease rapidly with
time [20,46]. It would be extremely complicated to work
with a time dependent magnetic field. Instead we work by
considering a constant background magnetic field along
with some limiting conditions so that the effect of mag-
netic field can be incorporated analytically. We note here
that incorporation of magnetic field to the heat bath intro-
duces another scale in the system. Beside the fermion
mass m y and the temperature T, the additional scale is
the strength of magnetic field B. Below we would discuss
the different domains of scales:

a) Strong Field Approximation: At the time of the col-
lision, the value of the magnetic field B is estimated
upto the order of |eB| ~ 15m721 (where e is the elec-
tronic charge, m; is the mass of a pion), which is very
high compared to the temperature T and m 7 in the LHC
at CERN [47]. Also in the dense sector, neutron stars
(NS), or more specifically magnetars are known to pos-
sess strong enough magnetic field [48-50]. The effect of
this strong enough magnetic field can be incorporated via

@ Springer
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K
p p
T
Fig. 1 Choice of reference frame for computing the various form fac-
tors associated with the general structure of gauge boson 2-point func- O=K-P

tions. The magnetic field is along z-direction

a simplified Lowest Landau Level (LLL) approximation
in which fermions are basically confined within the LLL.
In the Sect. 4.1 we will work on strong field approxima-
tion with a scale hierarchy, m y < T < /]e B[, where the
loop momentum K ~ T within HTL approximation.
b) Weak Field Approximation: Furthermore, it is
believed that the magnetic field generated in heavy-ion
collisions decreases rapidly with time. This provides us
a simplified situation where one can work in weak field
approximation with a scale hierarchy, \/[eB] <ms < T
which will be discussed in details in Sect. 4.2.

2. We would consider my = 5 MeV for two light quark
flavors u and d.

3. We choose a frame of reference as shown in Fig. 1 in
which one considers the external momentum of the vector
boson in xz plane? with 0 < 0, < m/2.So one can write

P" = (po, psin6,, 0, pcosb,), 41)
and then loop momenta

K" = (ko, ksinf cos ¢, ksin sin ¢, k cos 9). 42)

4.1 Gauge boson in strongly magnetized medium
4.1.1 One-loop gluon self-energy

When the external magnetic field is very strong, eB — oo,
it pushes all the Landau levels (n > 1) to infinity compared
to the Lowest Landau Level (LLL) with n = 0. For LLL
approximation in the strong field limit the fermion propagator
reduces to a simplified form as

2 However, one can consider a general frame of reference P, =
(po, p1, P2, p3) and the result would be independent of the choice of
reference frame. Because p; and p3 are not in same footing due to
the anisotropy caused by the external magnetic field along z direction.
But there is no distinction between p; and p». So, for simplicity of the
calculation, we made a particular choice for the reference frame here.

@ Springer

Fig. 2 Gluon polarization tensor in the limit of strong field approxi-
mation

sty (K) =i rarm Kot G (43)
Ki—m F

where K is the fermionic four momentum and we have used
the properties of generalized Laguerre polynomial, L, = Lg
and L* ; = 0. Instrong field approximation orin LLL, e B >
k%, an effective dimensional reduction from (3+1) to (1+1)
takes place.

Now in the strong field limit the self-energy (Fig. 2) can
be computed as

I, (P)
ig2

= Xf: -
-y ig

7 2

d*K
(2m)*

d’ky exp —k7 —q?

(2m)? lg Bl
d2K|I |: Kn +my

x Tr | v A —=iriy2)dyw
(27‘[)2 Kl% — mzf

Tr [, S5, (K1 S5 (Q)]

x %(1 —mm} (44)
L f

where ‘s’ indicates that the quantities are to be calculated
in the strong field approximation and Tr represents only the
Dirac trace. We have suppressed the color indices for conve-
nience. Now one can notice that the longitudinal and trans-
verse parts are completely separated and the Gaussian inte-
gration over the transverse momenta can be done trivially,
which leads to

2
. 8°lgy Bl
M, (P) =Y i e Pi/arb] —27’;
f

x deH S;Sw
Qm)* (K} —m3)(QF —m%)

2
I 87larBl . 3
2w
f ko
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S 1
x / dks 5 5 BV 5 e (45) = ~NMTI},, = as, where ayy =0, (48e)
2 (K} —mi)(QF —m%) 2

with the tensor structure S}, that originates from the Dirac
trace is

S = KO+ 04Ky — gl (K- 00 =m3),  @6)

where the Lorentz indices p and v are restricted to longitudi-
nal values because of dimensional reduction to (1+1) dimen-
sion and forbids to take any transverse values. Now we use
Eqgs. (14a) and (14c) to rewrite S, as

— q3ny)
q3ny) (kou, — kan,)

Gty = ) (k- ), = m?)

= Uylty (koro + k3gz + m?)

Slsw = (kouu - k3n,u)(q0uv
+(qouy —

+nuny <k0610 + k3q3 — m%)
- (u,unv + n;ﬂ/‘v) (kogs + k3qo) . 47)

4.1.2 Form factors and Debye mass

First we evaluate the form factors in Egs. (26a), (26b), (26¢)
and (26d) in strong field approximation as

c= le(ng + HIYLV) =cym + ¢

_Cag’T*1 | pg  P?
———— | = — —7p(po, p)| where ¢; =0,
3 2(pr p? ’
(48a)
v N u'uuv Y
b=B""(T§, +10),,) = bym + ——11),
Cy 22
= by +bs = A2 1~ Tp(po. p)]
_ Ze—pi/Z\qu\ g’lasBI T
2mii?
dky  koqo + kags + m?,
XZ/Z_ 2 _ . 2v(02 fz ’ (48b)
P 44 (KH _mf)(Q,, _mf)
d=dyy + Q"IN =dym +ds (48¢)
Cag’T? 1| p§ P?
=——=|—=——=7Zpr(po, p)
3 2 p2 p2
+ Zefpi/Z\qu\ Mﬁ T
- 27 p?
dks  koqo + ksgz — m>
XZ/Z_ e (48d)
ko 0 (KH _mf)(Q,, _mf)

1 .
a= EN“”(H;‘;V + I'ij)

where Hﬁu is the Yang—Mills (YM) contribution from ghost
and gluon loop which remain unaffected in presence of mag-
netic field and can be written as

Neg?T? [ dS2 [ poK.K,
I P=—‘—/— SOy . (49
;w( ) 3 b Z.p 8108v0 (49)

Now, combining Eq. (48b) and the Hard Thermal Loop
(HTL) approximation [51] one can have

Z/dk3

L 2 (k3 + mf)
(K?=m%) (K3 =m3)(QF —m?%)

2
2 B|
~ _Z —p2/2lqrBl 8714 BI
bs ¢ 2w

= Yo s2larn 8 ’lasBl [ dks
7 2w 2

E E k3 0 E
o _nr( k3)+ ng( k3)+P3 3 0np(Ey,)
Ep, Ey, Ep, k3

o p3k3/Ej,
Pt — pi(k3/E,)?

= Y e risiasm 8 g’las Bl
7 2mi? 2w Ep,

p3k3/Ex
<\ 55— 5 - (50)
Py — P3(k3/Exs)
Using Egs. (48b), (50) in Eq. (25e) one also can directly
calculate the Debye screening mass in QCD as

dks p3k3 dnp(Ex;)
0E,

(m%)y = i’b

=m} + Z(anﬁlf)x

po=0, p—0

Zg quBI /dks ong(Ei,)
0Ly,

2 2
N g°N.T Zg |CIfB|

3 G 2rT

* dk
x/ 2 np (B )1~ np(E)) 1)
oo 2T

which reduces to the expression of QED Debye mass calcu-
lated in Refs. [52,53] without QCD factors where three dis-
tinct scales (m%-, T2 and e B) were clearly evident for massive
quarks.

Now using Eq. (51) in Eq. (50) along with Ey, ~ k3, the
form factor b can be expressed in terms of m p as
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b— CAngz[l—T ( N where 712 pl/p = sin20p and > = —p?/P>.
32 pLPo. P Also in the strong field approximation, |eB| > T2 >
2 2l Bl Smp. s 2 p% m?c, one can neglect the quark mass m ¢, to get an analytic
- Z e LT = 2 7" (52) expression of Debye mass as
I u Po—P3
B g2NcT2
The form factor d then becomes (mp)s = 3
B| > dk3
L Cag’T2 1 py P2 &las5| nrk3) (1 = np(ks))
dNTE ?—FTP(PO,P) Z 2nT oo 2
2 2 2 N.T2 2|q¢B|
2 dmp, P _ &N 87lqr
—i—Ze pi/2lay Bl ( - f) 5 _3 5 (53) - 3 +Z 472
7 Py — P3 f
) 2
where the expression for (IT})* is given in Eq. (B2) in =mp+ Z((SmD’f )s
Appendix B. s f )
The form factor dy can be calculated as =mp + (dmp)s, (58)
— QW Hft . which agrees with that obtained in Ref. [53].
20, 2
_ Zi e—pi/2\qf3| Mp_l 4.1.3 Dispersion
- 2 p?
2 (k2 L m2 ) As discussed after Eq. (39), the dispersion relations for gluon
5 [ 5 0 5 3 5 S 5 } nn (54)  instrong field approximation with LLL read as
@m)? L (K2 = m2)(Q2 — m?)
2 2 P2—c=0 (59a)
—p2 p p ’
~ e PL/2arBl 52  EL_ P30 (55) _
; PI 2 p§— 3 (P?=b)(P* —d) —a* = (P> =) (P* — ;) =0,
(59b)
for k3 ~ Ej,. Now using (55) in (48d), the form factor d can
be written as with
Cag’T*1|py P2 b+d+\/b d)? + 4a?
d%TE 27 Tp(po. p) gt = ( ) a (602)
2 p2 b+d—+(b—d?*+ 4a
+Ze—pi/2qu3| s s 1% 2”3 - (56)  wp- = ( ) (60b)
7 P~ py— D3

where p3 = pcosf), and p; = psinf, as givenin Eq. (41).
Also

_ |QfB|

2a = NI, i e=Pi/2arBl _8

Z 22N n
42K, [—2;—;(1% + k3 +mf) +4kok3}
QmPL (KF—m3)(QF —mF)

_Ze P2 2lgrBl _8 |qu|
272/

dks [ _i-nonp(Ey)  P3k/EL,
o | TT@ 9B, (02— pA/ED)
ks \Po — P3k3/ L,
20np(Ery)  Pop3ki/EL,
0E,  (pg— 2k:?/Ezi)
Vi Pop;3

~ 2e_pL/2‘qu| 5 % , (57)
2 N
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where the form factors are given, respectively, in Egs. (48a),
(52), (56) and (57).

The solutions of above three dispersion relations are
named as c-mode, nT-mode and n~-mode with energies wc,
w,+ and w,-, respectively. The dispersion plot for the three
modes of gluon in strong field approximation is shown in
Fig. 3 for |eB| = 20m2, T = 0.2 GeV and for three prop-
agation angles 6, = 0, /4 and 7 /2. We have used both
magnetic field and temperature dependent coupling constant
[36] for the purpose. As found ¢; = 0 in Eq. (48a) which
implies that the c-mode is unaffected by the magnetic field
and propagates like HTL transverse mode irrespective of the
propagation angle as shown in Fig. 3. The reason for which
could be understood in the following way: in strong field
approximation there is an effective dimensional reduction
from (3+1) to (1 4+ 1) dimension in LLL. Fermions at LLL
can move only along the direction of external magnetic field.
The electric field corresponding to the ¢ mode is always trans-
verse to the external magnetic field irrespective of the prop-
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Fig. 3 The plot of dispersion of the three modes (n~, ¢ and n™ modes) of a gauge boson in strong field approximation for propagation angles
0p =0, m/4and /2 ateB = 20m,2, and T = 0.2 GeV. w = p represents the light cone

agation angle of gluon. Thus, the fermions are not affected
by the gluon excitation [40] and the quark loop contribution
(cs) becomes zero.

Now we note that at 6, = 0 the form factor a = 0 as
it is proportional to sin &, cos6,. In this case both n~ and
¢ modes are degenerate as the form factors coincide with
the HTL TIr without the quark loop contribution. This is
because quark loop contribution in the form factor d in Eq.
(56) is proportional to sin’ 0y cos? 0p. This makes n~ and ¢
mode to coincide with the HTL transverse dispersive mode.
This can be seen from the left panel of Fig. 3. It could also
be understood in the following way: when gluon propagates
along the direction of external magnetic field, i.e., 6, = 0, the
two transverse modes become rotationally symmetric about
the external magnetic field and become degenerate which is
shown in the left panel of Fig. 3. The electric fields corre-
sponding to the n~ and ¢ modes are perpendicular to the
external magnetic field. Thus two transverse electric fields
can not excite the fermions whose movement are restricted
to the direction of external magnetic field in LLL [40]. This
makes the quark loop contribution zero as noted earlier. In
addition to the two transverse modes n~ and c, there is also
a longitudinal excitation n* at 6, = 0. At any intermediate
angle of propagation, e.g, 8, = m /4, the degeneracy of the
transverse modes is lifted as shown in the middle panel of
Fig. 3. Here both the transverse and longitudinal modes can
excite the fermions as the corresponding electric fields are
not orthogonal to the external magnetic field. As the prop-
agation angle increases, the pole position corresponding to
the n~ mode shifts from transverse channel and approaches
the longitudinal channel [40]. At 6, = 7/2, the form factor
a in Eq. (57) and the quark contribution of the form factor d
in Eq. (56) also vanish because of their 6, dependence. Thus,
the n~ mode merges with HTL longitudinal mode whereas
the n™ mode merges with ¢ mode. This is reflected in the
right panel of Fig. 3.

4.2 Gauge boson in weakly magnetized hot medium
4.2.1 One-loop gluon self-energy
The fermion propagator in a weak magnetic field, i.e.,

J/|leB| < (K ~ T) and m z, can be written up to O[(eB)?]
as

+
iSU(K) = i%’%
. (vs {(K - n)sf — (K - u)} + iyiyam )
+asB) (K2 —m2)?
+i 2(qsB)*
(K -wy — (K -y — K K3 (K +my)
X (Kz_ 2)3 - KZ_ 2\4
) [(eB)3]
= So+ S1 + $2 + Ol(eB)?], (61)

where Sy is the continuum free field propagator in absence of
B whereas S and S5 are, respectively, O[ (e B)] and O[ (¢ B)?]
correction terms in presence of B. The contribution to the
gluon self-energy due to the quark loop can be written from
the Feynman diagram Fig. 4 as

d*K
———Tr[yu S, (K)y Sy (Q)]. (62)

Hw’q(P)—Zigz
my _f 2 (2m)*

We have suppressed the color indices here also for conve-
nience. Using Eq. (61) the self-energy in weak field approx-
imation upto an O[(eB)?] and also adding pure YM contri-
bution, total gluon self-energy in weak field approximation
can be decomposed as
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Fig. 4 The order of (¢B)? correction to the gluon polarization tensor

(8T1%,,,) in weak field approximation
K
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Fig. 5 The order of (¢B)? correction to the gluon polarization tensor
© I'I[Zw) in weak field approximation

M}y, (P) = T, (P) + 1, (P)+ 811, (P)

ny nv

+28117,,(P) +O[(eB)’], (63)

where the first term I15, is the YM contribution which is
given in Eq. (49). The last three terms in Eq. (63) appear from
the expansion of quark loop contribution to the gluon self-
energy. The term H?w, containing two Sy , is the leading order
perturbative term in absence of B whereas the remaining
two terms are (eB)? order corrections as shown in Figs. 4
and 5. However, we note that O[(eB)] vanishes according
to Furry’s theorem since the expectation value of any odd
number of electromagnetic currents must vanish due to the
charge conjugation symmetry.

Now the second and third terms in Eq. (63) can be written
as

) 4
ig d’K
M, (P) = ; 7 | Gy M So®)yiso(@)]
) 4
_yh g [ 4K e
- Xf: > | [SKMKU 4K gw,]
1

, 64
KT - m) o

@ Springer

d*K
(2m)*

- 2
_ 8 py2
—E 2(qu)
f

d*K Uy
X
Qm)* (K2 —m$)2(Q2 —m%)?

- 2
ST, (P) = ) - Tr [1u$1 (K) 7 $1(0)],
f

. (65)

where in the numerator we have neglected the mass of the
quark and the external momentum P due to HTL approxi-
mation. The tensor structure of the self-energy correction in
weak field approximation comes out to be

U = 4K -u)(Q - u)2nyny + guv)
+4(K - n)(Q - n)Quyuy — guv)
—4l(K - u)(Q -n) + (K -n)(Q - u)]
X (upny +uyny) + 4m§cg,w

+8m7 (81,810 + 82820)- (66)
The third term in Eq. (63) can be written as
b
811, (P)

. 2 4
=Y [ TS K s
7 2 2m)

_ d*K
R v [

. (K,%_mif)wlw
X —_—
(K2=m$)3(Q*—m3)  (K2=m})*(Q>—m?)
(67)

where

Xy = 4[(K - u)(uy, Qv +uy Q)
— (K- n)(nu 0y +ny Qp.)

+{(K -n)(Q - n) — (K -u)(Q - u) + m7}gu],
(68a)

Wiy = 4K, Qu + QuKy) —4(K - Q —m¥)guy.  (68b)

4.2.2 Computation of form factors and Debye mass of
@ [(eB)O] term

In this subsection, we calculate the O [(eB)O] terms in the
form factors b, ¢, d in the weak magnetic field limit which
are denoted by by, co, dy, respectively.

The form factor by in absence of magnetic field can be
written from Eq. (25e) as
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1
bo(po. p) = =TI, (P) + TIgy(P)]. (69) ~and
do(po. p) = Q"'[T18 (P) + T, (P)]
where 5
__P g 0
0 _ ig2 d*K 2 = —p—2|:{1_133(P) + I33(P)}
b0 (P) =) —- e 8k — 4K i
2P0P3
! 1 {TI§3(P) + M5 (P))
X . (70)
K2 — 2 2 _ 2
( my)(QF —m%) ”0”* {15, (P) + ngo(P)}} (76)
Using the hard thermal loop (HTL) approximation [38] and )
performing the frequency sum, one can write Now from Eq. (49), we can write
Neg’T? po+p
k*dk dnp (k) né,(P) = —=—(1- —1 , (77)
H80(P) = —2g2Nf/ - 0o 3 2p po -p
2 dk N 272 N
dQ Po i,y = <8 = POPS (P0G, PO P 0 (7g)
“Jm "5 p (71) 3 p? 2p " po—p
s Neg*T?3p3 = p* pj Po . potp
fe =0 15, (P) = — |1 — —log
orm g . 3 3 2 2p? 2 -
. . p p p " po—p
Now the QCD Debye mass in the absence of the magnetic 22 2 )
field can directly be obtained using Eq. (25e) as M P3— P~ po log potp . (79)
3 2p* 2p “po—vp

_ N.g>T?
2 0 2
mp = Hog|py=o = U bO‘po:O =— 3
p—0 p—0
k*dk dnp(k 27?2 N
22 dk 3 2
(72)
Using Eq. (72) in Eq. (71), we get
N;g>T? [ dQ 20
L —.
T po—p-k
N;g>T?
=L(1_p01gp0+p), (73)
6 2p " po—p

where we use p =,/ p% + p% as p lies in xz plane as shown
Fig. 1. The form factor in Eq. (69) becomes

2

D Po
—(1—=—1o
2 (1- Do
which agrees with the HTL longitudinal form factor

I (po, p) [38]. Similarly, we will calculate here the coeffi-
cients cp and dy explicitly.

(74)

0+
bo(po, p) = u) ,

po—p

co(po. p) = RM[T8,(P) + T, (P)]
= (II)X(P) + ()4 (P)

1
+p—2[(p3 — pOITE,(P) + T (P)}
1

+ P25, (P) + 13 (P))
~2pop3{TIE(P) + NI (P}, (75)

We note that 00 component from the quark contribution 1'[80
is already calculated in Eq. (73) and one needs to calculate the
remaining two components of 1'[,0W (P) which are as follows:

Mg3(P) = Z ﬁ %%
__Nyg?r? / g poks
6 4T p. K
_ Ny&’T? pops <1——1g +P)’ (80)
6 p’ 2p " po—p
and
8k3 +4K?

M3;(P) = Z ig’

<2n)4 (K2 = m3)(Q? —m3)

B Nfg2T2/dQ pok?

B 6 47 p.R

_ N&T?3p3 -0 Py <1 P p0+P)
6 p2 2p? 2p " po—vp
N;g*T? p +

LrE L /8 217 Polgpo P 81)
6 2p 2p "po—vp

Using the results from Egs. (73), (77)-(81), co(po, p) and
do(po, p) become

co(po, p) = do(po, p)
2

ZDD [Po (172— )zplg

which agrees with the HTL transverse form factor I17 (po, p)
[38].

P0+P}
po—pl’
(82)
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This implies that the zero magnetic field contribution of gz(qf B)? amy — 4T
the fourth form factor a should vanish. Below we obtain the + Zf: 272 8k + 32m§T

same from Egs. (26d) and (64) as,

I
a = N[5, + 115, |

1 u-n_, _
= ——|uf*n" +n"*u’ — 2_—2u“u"
i

NN
x|, + 15, |
1 [ _i-n
=== T [n§0+n80]+2[n§3+n83]]
=0 (83)

4.2.3 Computation of form factors and Debye mass of
@) [(eB)z] terms

In this subsection, we calculate the O [(eB)z] coefficients of
b, c,d, a which are denoted by b, 2, d>, az, respectively.

The form factor b», i.e., (Q(eB)2 term of the coefficient b,
has been computed in Eq. (E13) of appendix El as

1
by = ﬁ[sngo(mjuzsngo(m]

_ omj, ns g*(qsB)*
T2 i2m?

+7‘[I’l’lf—4T A Ar)

X S — —

8k 32m2fT 0 2
8T —mmy 5A¢p

Hla+=—22L) (22 -a

(f" 128m2fT><3 2)}

and also the Debye screening mass of O(eB)? as obtained in
Eq. (E8) of appendix El as

g2 ) 2 . 3
N8 ,.B)? Tm2

s mfl mfl
xm ?‘””‘ () - ()]

!
- 12712T2 Z(qu) Z( DA (mf )
=1

(84)

2
dmy,

(85)

We obtain O(eB)? term of the coefficient ¢ in Eq. (E15) of
appendix E2 as

¢y = RM(8T1%, 428115 )

4¢%(qfB)?
- Z 37.[2 8k
f

@ Springer

5 p 5pop3
= (1-5 a4 (86)
Pl Pl

We calculate the O(eB)? term of the coefficient d in
appendix E3 as

dy = Q"' (ST1%, + 28115 ) = Fi + F, (87)

where expressions for F; and F, can be found in Egs. (E18)
and (E19), respectively.

The O(eB)? term of the coefficient a is calculated in
appendix E4 as
ay = N*'(8T1%, + 28115, )) = G| + G, (88)

where G| and G, are given in Eqs. (E21) and (E22) respec-
tively.

4.2.4 Dispersion

In weak field approximation the dispersion relation can now
be written as

PP—c=P —Tlr -, =0,
(P? —b)(P*—d) —a*
= (P? =T —bp)(P* — My —db) — a3

( 5 bo+b2+do+d2+\/(bo+b2—d0—d2)2+4a§)
| P2-
2

(89a)

( 5 b0+b2+d0+d2—\/(bo+b2—d0—d2)2+4a%)
x | P7—
2

-0 (89b)

which give rise to ¢, n and n™~ dispersive modes with ener-
gies w., w,+ and w, - respectively.

In this section, we consider that the magnetic field is the
smallest scale and calculate all the quantities up to O[ (e B)?].
Within this approximation, Eq. (89b) can be approximated
as

(P2 — by — b2)(P* —dy — da) = 0, (90)
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Fig. 6 Gluon dispersion curves 3.0 3.0
for 0, = 7 /3 but with varying |eB=m2/2, T=04GeV; 6,—7/3 |/ [eB=m7/10; T=0.4GeV; 6,=7/3]
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as there is no contribution of O[(eB)?] from a, and it only
starts contributing Ol(eB)*] onwards. Thus a; can safely
be neglected in the weak field approximation. Now one can
write the dispersion relation in weak field approximation as

P?—b=0,
Pz—c=0,
P2—d=0, 91)

where the respective dispersive modes are denoted by b-,c-,
d-mode.

We note that the dispersion relations are scaled by plasma
frequency of non-magnetized medium, w, = mp/ V/3 where
m% is given in Eq. (72). As seen that there are three distinct
modes when a gluon propagates in hot magnetized mate-
rial medium. The magnetized plasmon mode with energy
wp appears due to the form factor b whereas two transverse
modes with energy w, and w, are, respectively, due to the
form factors ¢ and d. The presence of magnetic field lifts the
degeneracy of the transverse mode found only in a thermal
medium.

Now, the dispersion curves for gluon are displayed in
Fig. 6 whenit propagates atan angle 6, = /3 with the direc-
tion of the magnetic field. We have chosen three different val-

ues of magnetic field |e B| = m2 /2, m2 /10 and m2 /800(~
0); my is the pion mass. For a given magnetic field strength,
say |eB| = m%/Z, one finds two modes (viz., b and d
mode) with vanishing plasma frequency and one mode (viz.,
¢ mode) with finite plasma frequency. The zero plasma fre-
quency for b and d modes could be the artefact of the weak
field approximation used in the series expanded version of
the Schwinger propagator, i.e. Eq. (61) where the propagator
is expanded in a series of e B by considering eB as the low-
est scale. This expansion constrains the arbitrariness of the
value of p as it is valid only when p 2> VeB. Hence in the
limit p — O with finite value of eB (however small), as p
then becomes the lowest scale and Eq. (61) is not valid. For d
mode with a very small magnetic field, the dispersion curve
for d at p = 0 jumps to zero abruptly. This is because, taking
p — 0 limit before taking e B — 0 again violates the con-
dition p > +/eB and leaves behind a zero frequency mode.
However, the situation is different while taking eB — 0
limit first though, as in that case considering eB = 0, one
gets back two HTL dispersive modes for gluon propagation.
In Fig. 7 we have also displayed the dispersion of gluon when
it propagates at an angle 6, = /6.
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Fig. 7 Gluon dispersion curves 3.0 3.0
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5 Conclusion

In this article, we have constructed the general structure of
two point functions (self-energy and propagator) of a gauge
boson when it travels through a magnetized thermal medium.
The Lorentz (boost) invariance is broken due to the presence
of heat bath whereas rotational invariance is broken due to
the presence of a background magnetic field. Based on gauge
invariance and symmetry properties of the gauge boson self-
energy, the general Lorentz structure of gauge boson two
point functions is obtained by using four linearly indepen-
dent basis tensors. We used the effective two point functions
to study the dispersion spectra of a gluon in hot magnetized
medium. In strong field approximation, one finds three modes
which in limiting cases (propagation angle 7 /2) merge with
the thermal modes. On the other hand in weak field approx-
imation one also finds three distinct modes, viz., one mag-
netized plasmon, two transverse mode. The calculation for
photon can trivially be obtained from this calculation. We
further note that the effective propagator obtained here can
conveniently be used to study various quantities in QED and
QCD plasma. We, finally, note that in a following calculation
[36], various thermodynamic quantities are computed using
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the general structure of the gauge boson here and fermions
in Ref. [34] of a magnetized hot QCD plasma.
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Appendix A: Notation for frequency sum integral

In imaginary time formalism an integral over loop momen-
tum can be replaced by a frequency sum and an integral over
three momentum as

d*K eVEAT\C
Q) ‘i:: ( 4 ) T
K

ko=2nmiT
d372ek
m, (A1)
d*K eVE A2\ €
—_— = = i T
/<2n)4 X:(M)’ 2
(K} ko=Q2n+1)miT
d3—26k
G (A2)

where the loop integral is over Minkowski momentum K.
Now, the first one is for boson whereas the second one is
for fermion. The integral over spatial momentum, in dimen-
sional regularization, is generalized to d = 3 — 2¢ spatial
dimensions and A is an arbitrary momentum scale. The fac-
tor (eVE /47r)€ is introduced so that, after minimal subtraction
of the poles in € due to ultraviolet divergences, A coincides
with the renormalization scale of the MS renormalization
scheme.

Appendix B: Calculation of (I1;;)’ in strong field approx-
imation

Now combining Egs. (45 ) and (47) and then contracting with
gM¥ one can obtain (l'I )5 as

-y e~ P1/2las Bl MT 3
. 2w
f ko

/ dks
X —_—
2m (K2

We note that the sum integration after Eq. (B1) is infrared
divergent for m y = 0 in the limit k3 — 0. Below we extract
the finite part of it using HTL approximation and the method
used in Ref. [54] as

() ~ " am2emri/2larBl & |qu| f dks
f

I | np(Eg) k3 np(Ep,)
X | == TP
2Ek3 Ep, Ey, 0Ej,

p3k3/Ex,
— p%(k3/Ek3)2

- z Sus) [ o

(I =

2
2mf

. Bl
—m3)(QF —m%) D

[ 9 nr(Eg) P}
X 1 — 5 5
8(mf) Eps Py — D3
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where we have used Eq. (D10) and the following integrals
o
E
/ d k3 nr ( k3)
0 E

k3

/ dis ”F(Ekg) _ 1
B(mf) Ey, 2m

/OO Jk nr(Ex;) 1 b4
3 3 T 52

—o 2E}, 2m% 8m T
7¢(3)
8m2T2

Now, using Eq. (56) we have
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Appendix C: Simplification using HTL approximation

Now, based on HTL approximation we simplify the terms in
Eq. (El) as

d 1
8(m) (K2 —=m})2(Q —mi)
_ 2
(K2 —m73)3(Q% —m%)
1
+
(K2 —m3)2(Q* —m})?
~ 8 (Cla)

(K2 =m3)3(Q% —m3)’
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Appendix D: Frequency sum
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The integrals can be represented by the well-known functions
as,

dQ2 nr(Ex) po
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(D1)
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which satisfy the following recursion relation,
0 _
f n+l f n—1 (D4)
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In the regime of HTL perturbation theory and weak magnetic
field, one can use high temperature expansion for fi as,
fi=—31n(y/m) -3
=—In(y/n)— =
1 ) y ) YE
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272 Ei
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Appendix E: Calculation of the form factors in weak field
approximation

1. Calculation of the form factor by

1
by = ﬁ[ango(m + 28115, (P)]

_ 2ig%qrB)? [ d*K
N Zf: 2 Qm)*
[ K? 4 (1 + Ak +m7
X
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(K2 —m3)3(Q? —m3)
8(K? + k) (K? + (1 — Ak — mzf)]

(K2 —=m$)*(Q? —m%)

(ED)

where we write k3 as ck with ¢ = cos 6. Using Egs. (Cla),
(C1b), (Clc), and (C1d) obtained in appendix C within HTL
approximation, Eq. (E1) becomes
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2
d4K 6‘2 x|1—= Po — & 82
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After performing the frequency sum as given in Appendix D,
we obtain
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where in the second line we have rearranged the terms after
using the expression of (Sm% a obtained following Eq. (25¢)
as
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There are two types of integrations that appear in Eqs. (E3)
and (E4), namely,

/ K2 ED. (E5a)
Ey
/ kzdknFéEk) (E5b)

k

Equation (E5a) can be evaluated in terms of Bessel function
as done in Ref. [52] and can be obtained as

= Z 1)l+1/ _ﬂ
S ) 2] o

The second integral in Eq. (E5b) can be evaluated using the
procedure described in Ref. [54] and can be obtained at small
quark mass as

8
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Now, using the Eq. (E6), Eq. (E4) can be written as
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[
_212 2T2(qu) Z( 1)l+]ZZK0 (mf )

(E8)

which agrees with Ref. [52].
Now, we can calculate all the k-integrations that appear in
Eq. (E3) using the Egs. (E6) and (E7) as
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Next, we have to evaluate all the angular integrals of Eq.
(E3). The results are given below,
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Incorporating all these we finally obtain
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2. Calculation of the form factor ¢;

(E13)

In this appendix we calculate the O(eB)? term of the coeffi-
cient ¢ as
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Now, applying HTL approximations, Eq. (E14) can be sim-
plified as
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where g is given in Eq. (E9) and A1, A3 and A4 are obtained
using Eq. (E11) as
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3. Calculation of the form factor d;
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In this appendix we compute the form factor d, as
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