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Abstract In this paper we analyze the relativistic correc-
tions to the leading order three-nucleon (3N) contact inter-
actions. These boost corrections are derived first from the
nonrelativistic reduction of covariant Lagrangians and later
from the Poincaré algebra constraints on nonrelativistic the-
ories. We show that in order to describe the 3N potential
in reference frames other than the center-of-mass frame, the
inclusion of five additional terms with fixed coefficients is
required. These terms will be relevant in systems with mass
number A > 3. How they will affect EFT calculations of
binding energies and scattering observables in these systems
should be investigated.

1 Introduction

Nowadays, effective field theories (EFTs) are recognized as
the standard framework for dealing with the nuclear inter-
action [1–7]. The starting points are the identification of
the most general effective Lagrangian preserving all the low
energy symmetries of the fundamental theory and a power
counting to organize the infinite tower of permitted interac-
tions. This leads to the emergence of a predictive setting in
which the interactions are expressed at each order of the low-
energy expansion in terms of a finite number of low-energy
constants (LECs), which can be treated as fitting parameters
and extracted from phenomenology. Of particular interest
among these fitting parameters are the LECs related to con-
tact interactions between nucleons. They are strongly con-
strained by discrete symmetries and also by Poincaré sym-
metry, although the typical setting of nuclear physics is a
nonrelativistic quantum-mechanical context.

Relativistic effects in nuclear interaction vertices can be
determined by the nonrelativistic reduction of a relativistic
quantum-field theoretical Lagrangian and evaluated order by
order in the low-energy expansion, since they scale with the
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soft nucleon momenta [8,9]. An alternative approach derives
from the Poincaré algebra constraints in a purely quantum
mechanical setting [10,11]. Indeed, at sufficiently low energy
scales, when the effects of creation and annihilation of parti-
cles can be ignored, the system can be considered as consti-
tuted by a fixed number of particles, and interactions can be
described as direct (i.e., they explicitly depend on the phys-
ical variables associated to the constituents of the system)
rather than mediated by fields.

The analysis of relativistic corrections on two-nucleon
contact forces up to order 1/m2, m being the nucleon mass,
has already been discussed in Refs. [12,13] both via the non-
relativistic reduction of covariant Lagrangians and from the
point of view of the constraints imposed by the Poincaré
algebra. Furthermore, the analysis of these constraints up to
1/m4 in Refs. [14,15] led to the to the identification of two
free LECs that parameterize a nucleon-nucleon (NN) inter-
action dependent on the overall momentum of the pair.

In this work we extend the above results to the three-body
contact forces.

The first contribution to the contact 3N force is represented
by a single operator O0, accompanied by the LEC E0, whose
matrix elements are constant in momentum space and take
the form of the identity operator in spin-flavor space. The
subleading terms involve two powers of momenta and were
classified in Ref. [16] as consisting of 13 independent oper-
ators in the 3N center of mass frame. In a general frame the
3N contact potential reads

V3N = E0 −
∑

i �= j �=k

{
E1k2

i + E2k2
i τ i · τ j

+E3k2
i σ i · σ j + E4k2

i σ i · σ jτ i · τ j

+E5

(
3ki · σ iki · σ j − k2

i σ i · σ j

)

+E6

(
3ki · σ iki · σ j − k2

i σ i · σ j

)
τ i · τ j

+ i

4
E7ki × (

Qi − Q j
) · (

σ i + σ j
)
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+ i

4
E8ki × (

Qi − Q j
) · (

σ i + σ j
)
τ j · τ k

+ E9ki · σ ik j · σ j + E10ki · σ ik j · σ jτi · τ j

+ E11ki · σ jk j · σ i

+ E12ki · σ jk j · σ iτ i · τ j

+ E13ki · σ jk j · σ iτ i · τ k

+ E∗
1 P

2 + i E∗
2 P × ki · σ i

+ i
(
E∗

3 P · ki σ i · σ j + E∗
4 P · σ i k j · σ j

+ E∗
5 P · σ i k j · σ k

)
τ i × τ j · τ k

}

≡ E0 +
13∑

i=1

Ei Oi +
5∑

i=1

E∗
i O

∗
i , (1)

where ki = pi− p′
i and Qi = pi+ p′

i are related to the initial
and final momenta of the i-th nucleon, respectively pi and
p′
i , and we indicate with O∗

i=1−5 the operators depending on
the overall momentum P = ∑

i pi = (Q1 + Q2 + Q3)/2.

Finally, the operators σi and τi , satisfying [σα
i , σ

β
j ] =

2iδi jεαβγ σ
γ

i and [τα
i , τ

β
j ] = 2iτi jεαβγ τ

γ

i , represent spin and
isospin respectively; the subscripts of the Pauli matrices refer
to the nucleon bilinears they belong to.

The study of this three-body contact force proves par-
ticularly interesting in the context of many unsolved prob-
lems in nuclear physics [17,18]. As shown in Refs. [14,19],
some terms of the 3N contact potential are related via a uni-
tary transformation to the P-dependent two-nucleon poten-
tial and seem to be crucial to solve the p−d Ay puzzle [20].
Similarly, the study of the three-body force and its relativis-
tic corrections could have an impact on the study of systems
with A > 3, where still there exist large and unexplained
discrepancies between theory and experiment [21–24].

The paper is structured as follows. In Sect. 2 the relativis-
tic corrections are calculated by nonrelativistic reduction of
covariant Lagrangians. In Sect. 3 we show how the same
corrective terms can be derived from Poincaré algebra con-
straints. Finally, in Sect. 4 we present the conclusions of this
work.

2 Boost corrections from a covariant 3N contact
Lagrangian

The objective of this section is to determine the P-dependent
relativistic correction to the leading order 3N contact poten-
tial in any given frame by applying the non-relativistic reduc-
tion to the covariant Lagrangian.

We begin by establishing a complete non-minimal set of
relativistically invariant 3N contact operators Õi that con-
tribute to the non-relativistic expansion starting from order
Q0, while satisfying the requirements of hermiticity and CPT
invariance, following general principles outlined in Refs.
[15,25–27]. Formally, the operators Õi are structured as the

composition of fermion bilinears [13,28]

(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ1 · · · ←→∂ μi �Aψ)∂ρ1 · · · ∂ρm (ψ̄

←→
∂ ν1 · · · ←→∂ ν j �Bψ)

× ∂σ1 · · · ∂σn (ψ̄
←→
∂ λ1 · · ·←→∂ λk�Cψ). (2)

Here, ψ represents the relativistic nucleon field, which is a
doublet in isospin space. The symbol

←→
∂ denotes the deriva-

tive operator
−→
∂ − ←−

∂ . The symbols �A,B,C denote generic
elements of the Clifford algebra, expanded in the basis 1, γ5,
γμ, γμγ5, σμν , as well as the metric tensor or the Levi-Civita
tensor εμνρσ (with the convention ε0123 = −1).

The Lorentz indices on the partial derivatives must be con-
tracted among themselves and/or with those in the �A,B,C in
order to preserve Lorentz invariance.

Regarding the isospin degrees of freedom, the allowed
isospin-invariant flavor structures are 1

⊗
1
⊗

1, τi ·τ j , τ1×
τ2 · τ3.

In Table 2 are displayed the transformation properties
under parity, charge conjugation, and Hermitian conjugation
of the fermion bilinears with the aforementioned different
elements of the Clifford and flavour algebra.

If charge conjugation and parity symmetries are satisfied,
time reversal symmetry is automatically fulfilled, according
by the CPT theorem.

We now outline power counting criteria needed to estab-
lish which operators contribute to the non-relativistic expan-
sion starting from order Q0 [13,15].

Derivatives ∂ acting on the whole bilinears are of order Q,
while derivatives

←→
∂ μ acting inside a bilinear are of order

Q0 due to the presence of the heavy fermion mass scale.
Therefore, we can restrict ourselves to retain only opera-
tors containing the latter kind of derivatives. Nevertheless,
a generic operator contributing at order Q0 may in princi-
ple include arbitrary powers of space-time derivatives of the
fields. However, it is possible to restrict ourselves to con-
sider only a finite number of structure, as detailed in what
follows. Whenever

←→
∂ μ is contracted with an element of the

Clifford algebra inside of the same bilinear, the fields’ equa-
tions of motion can be used to remove it [29,30]. The same
is true when

←→
∂ μ is contracted with another

←→
∂ μ inside the

same bilinear, since
←→
∂ μ

←→
∂ μ = −4m2 − ∂2. As a result,

by the equation of motions, no two Lorentz indices can be
contracted among themselves inside the same bilinear, exept
for the Levi-Civita tensors and for the suppressed ∂2.

For what concerns pairwise contracted (
←→
∂ A · ←→

∂ B)

between two different bilinears, we observe that these struc-
tures too generate redundant contributions. For instance,

(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂

μ
ψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂ μ ψ)3

= 2m2(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄ψ)2(ψ̄ψ)3 + 1

2
(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄ψ)2∂

2(ψ̄ψ)3,

(3)
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Table 1 Transformation proprieties of the different elements of the Clifford algebra, metric tensor, Levi-Civita tensor and derivative operators
under parity (P), charge conjugation (C) and hermitian conjugation (h.c.)

1 γ5 γμ γμγ5 σμν gμν εμνρσ
←→
∂ μ ∂μ τ a

P + − + − + + − + + +
C + + − + − + + − + (−1)a+1

h.c. + − + + + + + − + +

so that the contribution (ψ̄ψ)2(ψ̄
←→
∂

μ
ψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂ μ ψ)3

−2m2(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄ψ)2(ψ̄ψ)3 = O(Q2) can be neglected in
the non relativistic expansion, as it starts from Q2. (We see
from Eq. (A1) that the contribution of Õ1 starts from order
Q0).

The Dirac matrix γ5 can be thought of as of order O(Q)

since it mixes the large and small components of the Dirac
spinor. This also applies to the spatial components of γμ and
to the temporal component of γμγ5, as well as to σ0i . For
instance, operators associated to the structure γ

⊗
γ

⊗
σ ,

such as (ψ̄γαψ)1(ψ̄γβψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3, do not contribute at
order Q0 due to this mixing.

The antisymmetry properties of εμνρσ and σμν restrict
the maximum number of their possible contractions with a
derivative

←→
∂ operating within a bilinear to one. Any addi-

tional contraction with a derivative would lead to a contribu-
tion at a higher order than O(Q0).

On the basis of these properties we derive a complete
(but non minimal) set of 92 different relativistic operators,
displayed in Table 2, that contribute to the non-relativistic
expansion starting from order Q0. Obviously, none of the 92
operators presents derivatives ∂ acting on the entire bilinear,
as they are of order Q.

The relativistic nucleon field ψ can be expanded in a non-
relativistic manner up to second order in Q by utilizing the
non-relativistic field,

ψ(x) =
(

(1 + ∇2

8m2 )12×2

− i
2m σ · ∇

)
N (x) + O(Q3). (4)

We obtain 92 resulting non-relativistic operators Õi as
combinations of the 146 subleading 3N contact operators
o1,...,146 compatible with the symmetries of QCD, classified
in Ref. [16]. We list the resulting expressions in Appendix A.
After applying Fierz’s relations, these non-relativistic expan-
sions can be rewritten in the minimal basis consisting of the
operators O1,...,13, O∗

1,...,5 which appear in Eq. (1). They are
shown in Appendix B. In these expressions the operators O∗

i
entering in the effective Lagrangian, always appear in one
single combination,

O(0)
P = 6O0 + 1

4m2

(
2

3
O∗

1 + O∗
2

)
, (5)

which starts at O(Q0) and contain P-dependent drift correc-
tions. Formally the non-relativistic expansions of the rela-
tivistic operators Õi , up to O(Q2), take the form

Õi = αi O
(0)
P +

13∑

k=1

βk
i Ok, i = 1, . . . , 13 (6)

where αi , βk
i are coefficients which can be read from the

explicit expressions.
Thus, starting from the relativistic 3N contact Lagrangian

written in terms of 92 (redundant) LECs, Ẽi , the potential can
be written as

Ṽ =
92∑

i=1

Ẽi Õi =
92∑

i=1

Ẽi

(
αi O

(0)
P +

13∑

k=1

βk
i Ok

)
, (7)

and comparing with Eq. (1), while considering Eq. (5), we
obtain the following identification

92∑

i=1

Ẽiαi = 1

6
E0, (8)

and specific constraints on the LECs E∗
i=1,...,5,

E∗
1 = 1

36m2 E0, (9)

E∗
2 = 1

24m2 E0, (10)

E∗
3 = E∗

4 = E∗
5 = 0. (11)

Finally, we can identify

δV (P) ≡ E0

24m2

(
2

3
O∗

1 + O∗
2

)
, (12)

as the P-dependent component of the 3N contact potential
in an arbitrary frame of Eq. (1), i.e. the boost correction up
to order Q2 to the 3N leading order contact potential in the
rest frame of the system,

V3N = E0 +
13∑

i=1

Ei Oi +
5∑

i=1

E∗
i O

∗
i

= E0 +
13∑

i=1

Ei Oi + δV (P).

(13)
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Table 2 List of three-nucleon relativistic contact operators contributing to the leading order

�A
⊗

�B
⊗

�C Õi Operators Flavours

1
⊗

1
⊗

1 Õ1−2 (ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄ψ)2(ψ̄ψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2

1
⊗

1
⊗

γ Õ3−6
i

2m (ψ̄ψ)2(ψ̄
←→
∂

μ
ψ)2(ψ̄γμψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

1
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ7−9 (ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄γμψ)2(ψ̄γ μψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3

1
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ10−13
1

4m2 (ψ̄
←→
∂ μ ψ)1(ψ̄γνψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂

ν
γ μψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

1
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ14−16
1

4m2 (ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ γνψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂

ν
γ μψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3

1
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ17−19
1

4m2 (ψ̄
←→
∂ μ

←→
∂ ν ψ)1(ψ̄γ μψ)2(ψ̄γ νψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3

1
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

γ γ5 Õ20−22 (ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄γμγ5ψ)2(ψ̄γ μγ5ψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3

1
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ23−26
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ ψ)1(ψ̄γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

1
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ27−30
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

1
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ31−34
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄γμγ5ψ)2(ψ̄
←→
∂ ν σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

1
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ35−37 (ψ̄ψ)1(ψ̄σμνψ)2(ψ̄σμνψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ38−41
i

2m (ψ̄γμψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ ν γ μψ)2(ψ̄γ νψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ42−45
i

8m3 (ψ̄
←→
∂ μ γ νψ)1(ψ̄

←→
∂ α γ μψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂ ν γ αψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ
⊗

γ Õ46−49
i

8m3 (ψ̄
←→
∂ μ

←→
∂ ν γ αψ)1(ψ̄

←→
∂ α γ μψ)2(ψ̄γ νψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

γ γ5 Õ50−53
i

2m (ψ̄γμψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂

μ
γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄γ νγ5ψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ54−57 εμναβ(ψ̄γμψ)1(ψ̄γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ58−61
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ γρψ)1(ψ̄

←→
∂

ρ
γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ62−65
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄γρψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ

←→
∂

ρ
γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ66−69
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄γρψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂

ρ
γμγ5ψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂ ν σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ70−73
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄γρ
←→
∂ μ ψ)1(ψ̄γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂

ρ
σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ74−77
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄γρψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄

←→
∂

ρ
σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ78−81
1

4m2 εμναβ(ψ̄γρψ)1(ψ̄γμγ5ψ)2(ψ̄
←→
∂

ρ ←→
∂ ν σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ82−85
i

2m (ψ̄γμψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂

μ
σαβψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 1, τ1 · τ2, τ2 · τ3, τ1 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

γ γ5 Õ86
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄γμγ5ψ)1(ψ̄γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄
←→
∂ α γβγ5ψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

γ γ5
⊗

σ Õ87 (ψ̄γμγ5ψ)1(ψ̄γνγ5ψ)2(ψ̄σμνψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ88
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄γμγ5
←→
∂ ν ψ)1(ψ̄σαρψ)2(ψ̄σβ

ρψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ89
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄γμγ5ψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ ν σαρψ)2(ψ̄σβ

ρψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ90
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄γργ5
←→
∂ μ ψ)1(ψ̄σν

ρψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

γ γ5
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ91
i

2m εμναβ(ψ̄γργ5ψ)1(ψ̄
←→
∂ μ σν

ρψ)2(ψ̄σαβψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

σ
⊗

σ
⊗

σ Õ92 (ψ̄σμνψ)1(ψ̄σμαψ)2(ψ̄σα
ν ψ)3 τ1 × τ2 · τ3

3 The 3N contact interaction boost corrections from
Poincaré algebra

As an alternative to the procedure discussed in the previous
Section, we review the calculation of the boost correction to
the leading order 3N contact interaction up to Q2 order from
the Poincaré algebra constraints.

Relativistic many-body descriptions of systems consist-
ing of a fixed number of interacting particles can be achieved
using relativistic Hamiltonians. These Hamiltonians are
defined as the sum of relativistic one-body kinetic ener-

gies, two- and many-body interactions and, importantly, their
corresponding boost corrections. For a generic system of
interacting particles with momenta pν and masses mν , such
Hamiltonians may be expressed as follows [31],

HR =
∑

ν

√
m2

ν + p2
ν +

∑

ν<μ

[
vνμ + δvνμ(Pνμ)

]

+
∑

ν<μ<ρ

[
Vνμρ + δVνμρ(Pνμρ)

] + · · · , (14)

123
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where Pνμ = pν + pμ is the total momentum of particles ν

and μ, and Pνμρ = pν + pμ + pρ is the total momentum of
particles ν, μ and ρ. The term vνμ corresponds to the two-
body potential in the rest frame of the sub-system constituted
by particles of indices ν, μ. Analogously, Vνμρ is the three-
body potential in the rest frame of particles ν,μ,ρ. Terms
δvνμ(Pνμ) and δVνμρ(Pνμρ) are referred to as “boost inter-
actions”. Clearly, these quantities vanish in the rest frame
of their corresponding sub-system (i.e., δvνμ(0) = 0 if
Pνμ = 0, and δVνμρ(0) = 0 if Pνμρ = 0). However, it is
essential to take them into account to attain accurate descrip-
tions in reference frames where P �= 0.

Both vμν and Vμνρ are determined by the fields and by the
internal structure of the interacting particles. Realistic mod-
els of vμν and Vμνρ are obtained by choosing their theoretical
model and by fitting them to experimental data; as a conse-
quence, they may contain some form of model-dependent
relativistic effects.

Starting from vμν (respectively, Vμνρ) it is possible to
obtain δvμν(Pμν) ( respectively, δVμνρ(Pμνρ)) without any
further model dependence, through relations fixed by the gen-
eral principle of relativistic covariance.

For our present purposes, we are considering a system of
three particles, each with spin s and mass m. The dynamical
variables for the νth particle (ν = 1, 2, 3) are spin σν , isospin
τ ν , momentum pν , and position rν . The momenta and posi-
tions are canonically conjugate operators, as are the center-of
mass variables R = r1+r2+r3

3 and P = p1 + p2 + p3. The
spin and isospin operators satisfy the well-known angular
momentum commutation relations: [σ i

ν, σ
j

μ] = iδνμεi jkσ
k
ν

and [τ iν, τ j
μ] = iδνμεi jkτ

k
ν .

In the instant form of relativistic dynamics [32], interac-
tions affect the Hamiltonian H and, necessarily, the boost
generators K . We write

P = P0,

J = J0,

H = H0 + V,

K = K 0 + W ,
(15)

where V , W are the interaction terms, and the subscripts 0
indicate the corresponding operators in the absence of inter-
actions,

P0 =
3∑

ν=1

pν,

J0 =
3∑

ν=1

rν × pν + sν ≡
3∑

ν=1

jν,

H0 =
3∑

ν=1

ων,

K 0 =
3∑

ν=1

rνων + ων rν

2c2 − sν × pν

mνc2 + ων

− t pν

≡
∑

ν

kν, (16)

where ων = √
m2c4 + c2 p2

ν is the single-particle energy of
the νth particle.

The generators in Eq. (15) must satisfy the commutation
relations of the Poincaré group:

[Pi , Pj ] = 0, [Ji , Pj ] = iεi jk Pk,

[Pi , H ] = 0, [Ji , J j ] = iεi jk Jk,

[Ji , H ] = 0, [Ji , K j ] = iεi jk Kk,

[H, Ki ] = −i Pi ,

[Ki , K j ] = −iεi jk Jk/c
2,

[Pi , K j ] = −iδi j H/c2, (17)

where i, j, k ∈ {1, 2, 3}, εi jk is the Levi-Civita tensor, δi j
is the Kronecker delta tensor, and summation convention on
repeated indices is in force. Units are such that h̄ = 1 and c
is the speed of light in vacuum.

As it is well known, the relations of Eq. (17) are satisfied
by the free generators in Eq. (16). The problem of describ-
ing an interacting system of relativistic particles consists of
determining functions V and W such that the commutation
relations (17) are still satisfied [10].

It is assumed that we are considering an interacting system
for which H and K can be expanded in powers of 1

m2 as

H = Mc2 + H (0) + H (1) + · · · ,

K = K (0) + K (1) + · · · ,
(18)

where M = ∑i
ν mν and the superscripts refer to the order

in powers of 1
m2 . Under this assumption, interactions can be

introduced at each order as additional terms V (n), W (n) to
the non-interacting components at the order n, respectively
H (n)

0 and K (n)
0 ,

H (n) = H (n)
0 + V (n),

K (n) = K (n)
0 + W (n),

(19)

with both V (n) and W (n) depending on the dynamical vari-
ables of the system, and not explicitly on time [10].
The commutation relations in Eq. (17) can be consequently
expanded in powers of 1

m2 and, in principle, they could be
solved at each order by mean of a “direct integration”. It is
conjectured that the obtained solutions represent the most
general case for systems of the depicted kind for which the
expansion exists.

We assume, following [10], that the representation for a
relativistic system is chosen so that in the nonrelativistic limit
it holds W (0) = 0 and K = MR − t P , and J and P are
those given in Eqs. (15) and (16).
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At the first order of the expansions (18), the constraints
on H (1) = H (1)

0 + V (1) and K (1) = K (1)
0 + W (1) inherited

from Poincarè algebra are

[Pi , H (1)] = 0,

[Pi , K (1)
j ] = −iδi j

H (0)

c2 ,

[Ji , H (1)] = 0,

[Ji , K (1)
j ] = iεi jk K

(1)
k ,

[H (0), K (1)
i ] + [H (1), K (0)

i ] = 0,

[K (0)
i , K (1)

j ] − [K (0)
j , K (1)

i ] = −iεi jk
Jk
c2 . (20)

The solution of the the above relations allows to identify the
relativistic correction V (1) to a phenomenological potential
V (0).

In particular, we focus on the P-dependent component
of such correction, i.e. the boost correction δV (P), which
provides the relationship between descriptions of the system
in different reference frames.

An expression for δV up to order 1
m2 beyond the non-

relativistic limit has been derived by Friar [33].
It is convenient to write it in terms of normalized canonical

Jacobi coordinates of momentum, πa,b and position ρa,b,
which are related to the

physical variables p1,2,3, r1,2,3 through the change of
coordinates
{

πa = p1− p2
2 ,

ρa = r1 − r2;

⎧
⎨

⎩
πb = 2

3

[
p3 − p1+ p2

2

]
,

ρb = r3 − r1+r2
2 ;

{
R = r1+r2+r3

3 ,

P = p1 + p2 + p3.
(21)

Thus, for a system of three particles, δV reads

δV (P) = − P2V (0)

2(3m)2 − i[χv, H0] − i[χ0, V
(0)], (22)

where

χv(P) = − 1

6m

∫ P

0
w · d P + H.c., (23)

χ0(P) = − 1

4(3m)2

[(
ρa · Pπa · P

+ ρb · Pπb · P
)

+ H.c.

]

+ 1

12m2

[(
ρa · Pπa · πb − 1

2
ρb · Pπb

2

+ 2

3
ρb · Pπa

2
)

+ H.c.

]

− 1

6m2

[
(s1 − s2) ∧ P · πa

+ (s3 − s1 + s2

2
) ∧ P · πb

]
. (24)

We identify V (0) in Eq. (22) with the leading order 3N
contact interaction parameterized by the LEC E0 in Eq. (1).

The vector w in Eq. (23) is a translationally invariant func-
tion of P and ρa,b, πa,b. It satisfies ∇P ×w = 0, making the
integral in (23) independent of the path. As a minimal choice,
we set w = 0, so that χv(P) = 0, as in Refs. [11,12,34,35];
this corresponds to assuming the existence of an appropriate
unitary transformation absorbing w [14].

We evaluate δV between 3N states � and � ′ as 〈� ′|
δV (P)|�〉. The details of the calculation can be found in
Appendix (C).

The result, expressed in terms of variables ki = pi − p′
i

and Qi = pi + p′
i , with i = 1, 2, 3, is

δV = − E0

6m2

[
P2 + i

4
P × (k1 − k2) · (σ 1 − σ 2)

+ i

3
P ×

(
k3 − k1 + k2

2

)
·
(

σ 3 − σ 1 + σ 2

2

)]
.

(25)

When written in the basis of the 146 3N subleading contact
operators oi , i = 1, . . . , 146, Eq. (25) reads

δV = − E0

48m2 (−o127 − 2o1 + 2o75 − 2o79). (26)

However, when we use the basis of the 18 independent 3N
subleading contact operators O1−13, O∗

1−5, the same result
can be written as

δV = E0

24m2

(
2

3
O∗

1 + O∗
2

)
. (27)

Since it is completely characterized by the low energy
constant E0, we recognize δV (P) as the boost correction of
our interest, in perfect agreement with Eq. (12).

4 Conclusions

In this paper we derived the relativistic corrections of the
leading order 3N contact potential in an arbitrary frame
with two different approaches. The first approach, developed
within the framework of field theory, involves identifying
the operators that contribute to the covariant Lagrangian at
the zeroth-order in the low-energy expansion and afterwards
performing relativistic reduction; the result is represented by
Eqs. (5) and (12) or, equivalently, by constraints on the LECs
E∗
i parametrizing P-dependent interactions, Eqs. (9, 10, 11).

The second approach, formulated within the context of rela-
tivistic quantum mechanics, is directly based on fundamental
principles of covariance and the constraints that arise from
them through Poincaré algebra; the result is Eq. (27). In both
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cases it is evident that the P-dependent boost correction is
entirely determined by the interaction at the leading order.
The expression for the boost correction is given by

δV (P) = E0

24m2

(
2

3
O∗

1 + O∗
2

)
, (28)

indicating overall agreement within the two approaches1.
The consistency between the two approaches supports the

validity of the minimal ansatz w = 0 made in Eq. (22).
Hence, it is possible to assume the existence of an appro-
priate unitary transformation absorbing w [14]. A similar
assumption has been made in the 2N case in Refs. [31] and
[13]; nevertheless, the validity of its extension for systems
composed of a N > 2 nucleons is not straightforward [11].

Furthermore, the results obtained in Eqs. (B94)–(B185)
provide a non-trivial check of the Fierz’s relations. In fact,
if there had been an error in the Fierz’s identities, as in Ref.
[16] where only 14 nonrelativistic operators were found, the
relativistic corrections would have had different expressions
for each operator thus precluding the unambiguous determi-
nation of the boost correction.

It is conjectured that the obtained solutions are the most
general for systems of the kind depicted for which the expan-
sion exists.
Any relativistic description of a system of interacting parti-
cles of finite mass and spin, whether exact or approximate,
should fall in this framework.
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1 Boost corrections to contact 3N interactions have been considered in
the supplemental material of [36] although no explicit expressions were
presented

Appendix A Non-relativistic expansions

Here we give the non-relativistic expansions of the operators
Õi defined in Table 2 in terms of the 146 subleading 3N
contact operators oi and of the six leading order operators
O(0)
i listed in Ref. [16].

Õ1 = O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
3o75 − 3

2
o127

)
, (A1)

Õ2 = O(0)
3 − 1

4m2 (o76 + o77

+o78 − o128 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A2)

Õ3 = 1 + 1

4m2

(
o1 − o75 + o79 + 1

2
o127

)
, (A3)

Õ4 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o3 + 1

2
o34 − 1

2
o35 − o76

−o77 + o78 + o81 + 1

2
o128

)
, (A4)

Õ5 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o2 − o78 + o80 + 1

2
o129

)
, (A5)

Õ6 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o3 − 1

2
o34 + 1

2
o35

−o78 + o82 + 1

2
o128

)
, (A6)

Õ7 = O(0)
1 + 1

4m2

(
o1 − 2o33 + o39 − o42

+ o75 + 2o79 + 1

2
o127

)
, (A7)

Õ8 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o3 − 1

2
o34 − 3

2
o35 + o41 − o44

+o78 + o81 + o82 + 1

2
o128

)
, (A8)

Õ9 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o2 − o34 − o35 + o40 − o43 + o76

+ o77 − o78 + 2o80 + 1

2
o129

)
, (A9)

Õ10 = −O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
2o1 + o75 + 2o79 − 1

2
o127

)
,

(A10)

Õ11 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
2o3 + o78 + o81 + o82 − 1

2
o129

)
,

(A11)

Õ12 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + o3 − 1

2
o34 + 1

2
o35 + o76

+o77 − o78 + o80 + o82 − 1

2
o128

)
, (A12)
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Õ13 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + o3 + 1

2
o34 − 1

2
o35 + o78

+o80 + o81 − 1

2
o128

)
, (A13)

Õ14 = −O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
2o1 + o75 + 2o79 − 1

2
o127

)
,

(A14)

Õ15 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
2o3 + o78 + o81 + o82 − 1

2
o129

)
,

(A15)

Õ16 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
2o2 + o76 + o77 − o78

+ 2o80 − o128 + 1

2
o129

)
, (A16)

Õ17 = −O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
2o1 + o75 + 2o79 − 1

2
o127

)
,

(A17)

Õ18 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + o3 + 1

2
o34 − 1

2
o35 + o78

+o80 + o81 − 1

2
o128

)
, (A18)

Õ19 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
2o3 − o34 + o35 + o76 + o77

− o78 + 2o82 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A19)

Õ20 = −O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
o4 − 1

2
o36

− 1

2
o39 − 1

2
o45 − 1

2
o49 − o79 − o83

−o115 + o130 + 1

2
o134 − o137

)
, (A20)

Õ21 = −O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
o6 − 1

2
o38 − 1

2
o41

− 1

2
o48 − 1

2
o50 − 1

2
o81

− 1

2
o82 − 1

2
o84 − 1

2
o86

− 1

2
o116 − 1

2
o117 + 1

2
o132 + 1

2
o133

+ 1

2
o135 − 1

2
o139 − 1

2
o140

)
, (A21)

Õ22 = −O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
o5 − 1

2
o37 − 1

2
o40

− 1

2
o47 − 1

2
o51 − o80 − o85 − o118

+o131 + 1

2
o136 − o138

)
, (A22)

Õ23 = 2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
2o13 − 2o17 + 2o21

+ o36 − o39 − o42 + o45 − o49 + o53

+ 2o83 − 2o115 + o130

)
, (A23)

Õ24 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o14 − 2o20 + 2o24

+ o38 − o41 − o44 + o48 − o50

+ o54 − o81 + o82 − o84

+ 2o85 + o86 − o116 − o117

+ o133 + o139 − o140

)
, (A24)

Õ25 = 2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o15 − 2o19 + 2o23

+ o37 − o40 − o43 + o47 − o51

+ o55 + 2o86 − 2o118 + o131

)
, (A25)

Õ26 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o16 − 2o18 + 2o22

+ o38 − o41 − o44 + o46 − o52

+ o56 + o81 − o82 + 3o84

− o86 − o116 − o117 + o132 − o139 + o140

)
, (A26)

Õ27 = 2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
2o7 − 2o10 − o36 + o39 − o45

+ o49 − 2o75 + 2o115 − o134 − 2o137

)
, (A27)

Õ28 = 2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − o38 + o41

− o48 + o50 − o54 + o56

− 2o77 + o81 − o82 + o84

− o86 + o116 + o117 − o135 − o139 − o140

)
, (A28)

Õ29 = 2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
2o8 − 2o11 − o37

+ o40 − o47 + o51 − 2o76

+ 2o118 − o136 − 2o138

)
, (A29)

Õ30 = 2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − o38 + o41

− o46 + o52 + o54 − o56

− 2o78 − o81 + o82 − o84
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+ o86 + o116 + o117

− o135 − o139 − o140

)
, (A30)

Õ31 = −2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
2o4 + o36 − o39

+ o45 − o49 − 2o79 − 2o83 − 2o115

+ 2o130 + o134 − 2o137

)
, (A31)

Õ32 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o6 + o38 − o41 + o48

− o50 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86

− o116 − o117 + o132

+ o133 + o135 − o139 − o140

)
, (A32)

Õ33 = −2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
2o5 + o37 − o40 + o47

− o51 − 2o80 − 2o85 − 2o118

+ 2o131 + o136 − 2o138

)
, (A33)

Õ34 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o6 + o38 − o41 + o46

− o52 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86

− o116 − o117

+ o132 + o133 + o135 − o139 − o140

)
, (A34)

Õ35 = 2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
2o7 − 2o10 + 2o33

− o36 − o39 + 2o42 − o45 − o49

+ 2o53 − 4o75 − 2o79

− 2o83 + 2o115 − o134 − 2o137

)
, (A35)

Õ36 = 2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 + 2o35 − o38

− o41 + 2o44 − o48 − o50

+ o54 + o56 − 2o77 − 2o78

− o81 − o82 − o84 − o86 + o116

+ o117 − o135 − o139 − o140

)
, (A36)

Õ37 = 2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
2o8 − 2o11 + 2o34 − o37 − o40

+ 2o43 − o47 − o51 + 2o55 − 4o76 − 2o80

− 2o85 + 2o118 − o136 − 2o138

)
, (A37)

Õ38 = O(0)
1 + 1

4m2

(
2o1 − 2o33 + o39 − o42

+ 3o75 + 3o79 − 1

2
o127

)
, (A38)

Õ39 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o2 + o3 − 1

2
o34 − 3

2
o35

+ o40 − o43 + o76 + o77 + o78

+2o80 + o81 − 1

2
o128

)
, (A39)

Õ40 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
o2 + o3 − 1

2
o34 − 3

2
o35

+ o41 − o44 + o76 + o77 + o78

+o80 + o81 + o82 − 1

2
o128

)
, (A40)

Õ41 = O(0)
3 + 1

4m2

(
2o3 − o34 − o35 + o41 − o44 + o76

+ o77 + o78 + o81 + 2o82 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A41)

Õ42 = −O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
3o1 + 3o75 + 3o79 − 3

2
o127

)
,

(A42)

Õ43 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + 2o3 + o76 + o77 + o78

+ o80 + o81 + o82 − o128 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A43)

Õ44 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + 2o3 + o76 + o77 + o78

+ o80 + o81 + o82 − o128 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A44)

Õ45 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + 2o3 + o76 + o77 + o78 + o80

+ o81 + o82 − o128 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A45)

Õ46 = −O(0)
1 − 1

4m2

(
3o1 + 3o75 + 3o79 − 3

2
o127

)
,

(A46)

Õ47 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
2o2 + o3 + 1

2
o34

− 1

2
o35 + o76 + o77

+o78 + 2o80 + o81 − 3

2
o128

)
, (A47)

Õ48 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
3o3 − 1

2
o34 + 1

2
o35 + o76 + o77

+o78 + o81 + 2o82 − 1

2
o128 − o129

)
, (A48)
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Õ49 = −O(0)
3 − 1

4m2

(
o2 + 2o3 + o76 + o77

+ o78 + o80 + o81 + o82 − o128 − 1

2
o129

)
, (A49)

Õ50 = −O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
o4 + o21 − 1

2
o36 − 1

2
o39 + 1

2
o42

− 1

2
o45 − 1

2
o49 − 1

2
o53 − o79 − o83

+ o115 + o119 + 1

2
o130 − o137

)
, (A50)

Õ51 = −O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
o6 + o22 − 1

2
o38 − 1

2
o41

+ 1

2
o44 − 1

2
o48 − 1

2
o50

− 1

2
o56 − 1

2
o81 − 1

2
o82

− 1

2
o84 − 1

2
o86 + 1

2
o116 + 1

2
o117 + o120

+ 1

2
o132 − 1

2
o139 − 1

2
o140

)
, (A51)

Õ52 = −O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
o5 + o23 − 1

2
o37 − 1

2
o40 + 1

2
o43

− 1

2
o47 − 1

2
o51 − 1

2
o55 − o80 − o85

+ o118 + o121 + 1

2
o131 − o138

)
, (A52)

Õ53 = −O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
o6 + o24 − 1

2
o38 − 1

2
o41 + 1

2
o44

− 1

2
o46 − 1

2
o52 − 1

2
o54 − 1

2
o81 − 1

2
o82

− 1

2
o84 − 1

2
o86 + 1

2
o116 + 1

2
o117 + o122

+ 1

2
o133 − 1

2
o139 − 1

2
o140

)
, (A53)

Õ54 = 2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
+2o13 − 2o17 + 2o21 + o36 − o39

− o42 + o45 + o49 − 5o53 + 2o83 + 2o91

+ 2o99 + 2o115 + 2o119 + o130

)
, (A54)

Õ55 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o14 − 2o20 + 2o24 + o38 − o41 − o44

+ o48 − o50 + 2o51 − o54 − 2o55

− 2o56 − o81 + o82 − o84 + 2o85 + o86 + 2o92

+ 2o102 + o116 + o117 + 2o122 + o133 + o139 − o140

)
,

(A55)

Õ56 = 2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o15 − 2o19 + 2o23 + o37

− o40 − o43 + o47 − o51 + 2o52

− 3o55 − 2o56

+ 2o86 + 2o93 + 2o101 + 2o118 + 2o121 + o131

)
,

(A56)

Õ57 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o16 − 2o18 + 2o22 + o38 − o41

− o44 + o46 + 2o50 − o52 − 4o54 − o56

+ o81 − o82 + 3o84 − o86 + 2o94 + 2o100

+ o116 + o117 + 2o120 + o132 − o139 + o140

)
,

(A57)

Õ58 = −2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2 (2o13 − 2o17 + 4o21

+ o36 − o39 + o45 − o49 + 2o83

+2o115 + 2o119 − o134) , (A58)

Õ59 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o14 − 2o20 + 2o22 + 2o24

+ o38 − o41 + o48

− o50 + o54 − o56 − o81

+ o82 − o84 + 2o85 + o86 + o116 + o117

+ 2o120 − o135 + o139 − o140

)
, (A59)

Õ60 = −2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2 (2o15 − 2o19 + 4o23 + o37

− o40 + o47 − o51 + 2o86 + 2o118

+2o121 − o136) , (A60)

Õ61 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o16 − 2o18 + 2o22 + 2o24 + o38

− o41 + o46 − o52 − o54 + o56 + o81

− o82 + 3o84 − o86 + o116 + o117

+ 2o122 − o135 − o139 + o140

)
, (A61)

Õ62 = −2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
2o7 − 2o10 − 2o21 − o36 + o39

− o42 − o45 + o49 + o53 − 2o75 − 2o115

− 2o119 + o130 − 2o137

)
, (A62)

Õ63 = −2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o22 − o38 + o41

− o44 − o48 + o50 − o54 + 2o56 − 2o77
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+ o81 − o82 + o84 − o86 − o116

− o117 − 2o120 + o133 − o139 − o140

)
, (A63)

Õ64 = −2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o8 − 2o11 − 2o23 − o37

+ o40 − o43 − o47 + o51 + o55 − 2o76 − 2o118

− 2o121 + o131 − 2o138

)
, (A64)

Õ65 = −2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o24 − o38

+ o41 − o44 − o46 + o52

+ 2o54 − o56 − 2o78

− o81 + o82 − o84 + o86 − o116 − o117

− 2o122 + o132 − o139 − o140

)
, (A65)

Õ66 = 2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
2o4 + 2o21 + o36 − o39 + o42

+ o45 − o49 − o53 − 2o79 − 2o83 + 2o115

+ 2o119 + o130 − 2o137

)
, (A66)

Õ67 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o6 + 2o22 + o38 − o41 + o44 + o48

− o50 − o56 − o81 − o82 − o84

− o86 + o116 + o117 + 2o120 + o132 − o139 − o140

)
,

(A67)

Õ68 = 2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o5 + 2o23 + o37 − o40 + o43

+ o47 − o51 − o55 − 2o80 − 2o85 + 2o118

+ 2o121 + o131 − 2o138

)
, (A68)

Õ69 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o6 + 2o24 + o38 − o41 + o44 + o46

− o52 − o54 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86

+ o116 + o117 + 2o122 + o133 − o139 − o140

)
,

(A69)

Õ70 = −2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2 (2o13 − 2o17 + 4o21 + o36 − o39

+o45 − o49 + 2o83 + 2o115 + 2o119 − o134) ,

(A70)

Õ71 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o14 − 2o20 + 4o24 + o38 − o41

+ o48 − o50 − o81 + o82 − o84 + 2o85

+ o86 + o116 + o117 + 2o122 − o132

+ o133 − o135 + o139 − o140

)
, (A71)

Õ72 = −2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2 (2o15 − 2o19 + 4o23 + o37

−o40 + o47 − o51 + 2o86 + 2o118 + 2o121 − o136) ,

(A72)

Õ73 = −2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o16 − 2o18 + 4o22 + o38 − o41

+ o46 − o52 + o81 − o82 + 3o84 − o86

+ o116 + o117 + 2o120 + o132

− o133 − o135 − o139 + o140

)
, (A73)

Õ74 = −2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
2o7 − 2o10 − 2o21 − o36 + o39

− o42 − o45 + o49 + o53 − 2o75 − 2o115

− 2o119 + o130 − 2o137

)
, (A74)

Õ75 = −2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o24 − o38 + o41

− o44 − o48 + o50 + o56 − 2o77 + o81

− o82 + o84 − o86 − o116 − o117

− 2o122 + o132 − o139 − o140

)
, (A75)

Õ76 = −2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o8 − 2o11 − 2o23 − o37 + o40

− o43 − o47 + o51 + o55 − 2o76 − 2o118

− 2o121 + o131 − 2o138

)
, (A76)

Õ77 = −2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o22 − o38 + o41

− o44 − o46 + o52 + o54 − 2o78 − o81

+ o82 − o84 + o86 − o116 − o117

− 2o120 + o133 − o139 − o140

)
, (A77)

Õ78 = 2O(0)
2 + 1

4m2

(
2o4 + 2o21 + o36 − o39 + o42

+ o45 − o49 − o53 − 2o79 − 2o83 + 2o115

+ 2o119 + o130 − 2o137

)
, (A78)

Õ79 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o6 + 2o24 + o38 − o41 + o44

+ o48 − o50 − o54 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86
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+ o116 + o117 + 2o122 + o133 − o139 − o140

)
,

(A79)

Õ80 = 2O(0)
4 + 1

4m2

(
2o5 + 2o23 + o37 − o40 + o43

+ o47 − o51 − o55 − 2o80 − 2o85 + 2o118

+ 2o121 + o131 − 2o138

)
, (A80)

Õ81 = 2O(0)
5 + 1

4m2

(
2o6 + 2o22 + o38 − o41 + o44

+ o46 − o52 − o56 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86

+ o116 + o117 + 2o120 + o132 − o139 − o140

)
,

(A81)

Õ82 = 2O(0)
2 − 1

4m2

(
2o7 − 2o10 − 2o21 + 2o33

− o36 − o39 + o42 − o45 − o49 + 3o53 − 4o75

− 2o79 − 2o83 − 2o115 − 2o119 + o130 − 2o137

)
,

(A82)

Õ83 = 2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o22 + 2o35 − o38

− o41 + o44 − o48 − o50 + o54 + 2o56

− 2o77 − 2o78 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86 − o116

− o117 − 2o120 + o133 − o139 − o140

)
, (A83)

Õ84 = 2O(0)
4 − 1

4m2

(
2o8 − 2o11 − 2o23 + 2o34 − o37

− o40 + o43 − o47 − o51 + 3o55 − 4o76

− 2o80 − 2o85 − 2o118 − 2o121 + o131 − 2o138

)
,

(A84)

Õ85 = 2O(0)
5 − 1

4m2

(
2o9 − 2o12 − 2o24 + 2o35 − o38

− o41 + o44 − o46 − o52 + 2o54 + o56

− 2o77 − 2o78 − o81 − o82 − o84 − o86 − o116

− o117 − 2o122 + o132 − o139 − o140

)
, (A85)

Õ86 = O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
2o29 − 2o31 + 2o32 − o59

+ 3

2
o60 − 3

2
o61 − 3

2
o63 + 3

2
o64 + 3o72 − 3o73

− o144 + 1

2
o145

)
, (A86)

Õ87 = O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
2o29 − 2o31 + 2o32 + o59

− 1

2
o60 − 3

2
o61 + 1

2
o63

− 1

2
o64 + 2o69 + o72

− o73 − o144 + 1

2
o145

)
, (A87)

Õ88 = O(0)
6 + 1

4m2

(
3o30 + 3o31 − o58 − o59 + 3

2
o60

+ 1

2
o61 − 3

2
o63 + 3

2
o64 + 4o70 − 4o71

+ o72 − o73 + 3

2
o145

)
, (A88)

Õ89 = O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
2o29 − o30 − 2o31 + 2o32 + o58 + o59

− 3

2
o60 − 1

2
o61 + 3

2
o63 − 3

2
o64

+ o69 − 2o70 + o71 − 1

2
o145 + o146

)
, (A89)

Õ90 = −2O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
2o27 − 2o28 − 2o29 + 2o30 + 4o31

− 4o32 + o60 + 3o61 − 2o62 − 3o63

+ 3o64 − 4o69 + 4o70 + 2o72

− 2o73 + o144 + 2o146

)
, (A90)

Õ91 = −2O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
2o27 − 2o28 − 2o29 + 4o31

− 4o32 + o60 + 3o61 − 2o62

− 3o63 + 3o64 − 4o69 + 2o70 + o144

)
, (A91)

Õ92 = −O(0)
6 − 1

4m2

(
3o30 + 3o31 − 3o58 − 3o59

+ 3

2
o60 − 3

2
o61 − 3

2
o63 + 3

2
o64 + 6o70

− 6o71 + 3o72 − 3o73 + 3

2
o145

)
. (A92)

Appendix B Reduction to the minimal basis

Here we use the Fierz’s relations among the subleading 3N
contact operators derived in Ref. [16] to rewrite the non-
relativistic expansions of the 92 relativistic operators in terms
of the minimal basis of operators appearing in Eq. (1). Notice
that, as a further consequence of Fierz’ identities, the six
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leading order operators O(0)
i=1,...,6 are all proportional to the

operator O0, which is the identity operator in spin and isospin
space,

O0 ≡ O(0)
1 = −O(0)

2 = −O(0)
3 = −1

3
O(0)

4

= 1

3
O(0)

5 = − 1

12
O(0)

6 . (B93)

Õ1 = O(0)
P − 1

4m2

(
O1 + 1

2
O2

+ 1

2
O3 + 1

2
O4 + 2O7 − 3

4
O9

−3

4
O10 + 3

4
O11 + 3

4
O12

)
, (B94)

Õ2 = −O(0)
P + 1

4m2

(
O1 − 3

2
O2 + 5

2
O3

+ 7

6
O4 + 2O5 + 2

3
O6 + 2O7 + 9

4
O9 + 1

4
O10

+ 3

4
O11 + 3

4
O12 − 2O13

)
, (B95)

Õ3 = O(0)
P (B96)

Õ4 = −O(0)
P − 1

4m2 (2O1

+ O2 + O3 − 8O7 − 4O8

−3

2
O9 − 1

2
O10 + 9

2
O11 + 3

2
O12 + 2O13

)
,

(B97)

Õ5 = −O(0)
P + 1

4m2 (O1 − 2O2 + 3O3

+1

3
O4 + O5 + 1

3
O6 + 4O7 − 2O13

)
, (B98)

Õ6 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−5

8
O9 − O8 − 3O7 − 1

12
O6

− 1

4
O5 − 1

12
O4 − 1

2
O3

+ 3

4
O2 + O13 + 5

8
O12

+ 11

8
O11 − 3

8
O10 + 1

4
O1

)
, (B99)

Õ7 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
− 7

16
O9 + 1

2
O7

− 1

12
O6 − 1

4
O5 − 1

12
O4 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 − 3

16
O10 + 1

8
O1

)
, (B100)

Õ8 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−13

16
O9 − 3

2
O7 − 1

4
O6 − 3

4
O5

− 3

8
O4 − 11

8
O3 + 9

8
O2 + 5

4
O13 + 1

16
O12

+ 1

16
O11 − 5

16
O10 − 1

2
O1

)
, (B101)

Õ9 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
− 1

16
O9 + 3

2
O7

+ 1

12
O6 + 1

4
O5 + 1

3
O4 + 3

4
O3

− 1

4
O2 − 1

2
O13 + 1

16
O12

+ 1

16
O11 + 3

16
O10 + 5

8
O1

)
, (B102)

Õ10 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1

16
O9 − 1

2
O7

− 1

8
O4 − 1

8
O3 − 1

8
O2 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 + 1

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B103)

Õ11 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
13

16
O9 + 3

2
O7 + 1

4
O6 + 3

4
O5

+ 3

8
O4 + 11

8
O3 − 7

8
O2 − O13 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 + 5

16
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B104)

Õ12 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
19

16
O9 + O8 + 5

2
O7

+ 1

6
O6 + 1

2
O5 + 7

24
O4

+ 3

8
O3 − 5

8
O2 − O13 − 7

16
O12

− 19

16
O11 + 7

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B105)

Õ13 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1

16
O9 − O8 − 5

2
O7

+ 1

12
O6 + 1

4
O5 + 5

24
O4

+ 1

8
O3 + 3

8
O2 + 1

2
O13

+ 11

16
O12 + 23

16
O11 − 3

16
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B106)

Õ14 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1

16
O9 − 1

2
O7 − 1

8
O4

− 1

8
O3 − 1

8
O2 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 + 1

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B107)

Õ15 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
13

16
O9 + 3

2
O7 + 1

4
O6

+ 3

4
O5 + 3

8
O4 + 11

8
O3

− 7

8
O2 − O13 − 1

16
O12
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− 1

16
O11 + 5

16
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B108)

Õ16 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
7

16
O9 − 3

2
O7 + 1

8
O4

− 7

8
O3 + 5

8
O2 + 1

2
O13 + 5

16
O12

+ 5

16
O11 − 1

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B109)

Õ17 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1

16
O9 − 1

2
O7 − 1

8
O4

− 1

8
O3 − 1

8
O2 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 + 1

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B110)

Õ18 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1

16
O9 − O8 − 5

2
O7

+ 1

12
O6 + 1

4
O5 + 5

24
O4

+ 1

8
O3 + 3

8
O2 + 1

2
O13 + 11

16
O12

+ 23

16
O11 − 3

16
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B111)

Õ19 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
31

16
O9 + 2O8 + 13

2
O7

+ 1

3
O6 + O5 + 11

24
O4 + 13

8
O3

− 15

8
O2 − 5

2
O13 − 19

16
O12

− 43

16
O11 + 15

16
O10 − 1

4
O1

)
, (B112)

Õ20 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

16
O9 + 1

2
O7

+ 1

12
O6 + 1

4
O5 + 1

12
O4 + 1

2
O3

− 1

2
O2 − 1

2
O13 − 1

16
O12

− 1

16
O11 + 5

16
O10 + 1

8
O1

)
, (B113)

Õ21 = −3O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

16
O9 − 1

2
O7

+ 1

4
O6 + 3

4
O5 + 3

8
O4 + 3

8
O3

− 1

8
O2 − 1

4
O13 + 3

16
O12

+ 3

16
O11 + 1

16
O10

)
, (B114)

Õ22 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
3

16
O9 − 1

2
O7

− 1

12
O6 − 1

4
O5 − 1

3
O4 − 1

4
O3

− 1

4
O2 − 3

16
O12 − 3

16
O11

− 1

16
O10 − 3

8
O1

)
, (B115)

Õ23 = −2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
5

4
O9 + 2O8 + 6O7 + 1

6
O6

+ 1

2
O5 + 1

6
O4 + O3 − 3

2
O2 − 2O13 − 5

4
O12

− 11

4
O11 + 3

4
O10 − 1

2
O1

)
, (B116)

Õ24 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−3

2
O9 − 2O8 − 8O7 − 1

3
O6

− 1

3
O4 − 3

2
O3 + 3

2
O2

+ 2O13 + 3

2
O12 + 3O11 − 2O10

)
, (B117)

Õ25 = −6O(0)
P , (B118)

Õ26 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−9

4
O9 − 4O8 − 10O7

− 1

6
O6 − 3

2
O5 − 1

6
O4

− 3

2
O3 + 3O2 + 4O13 + 9

4
O12

21

4
O11 − 1

4
O10 + 3

2
O1

)
, (B119)

Õ27 = −2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−3

4
O9 − 1

3
O6 − 5

6
O5

− 1

12
O4 − 13

12
O3 + 5

4
O2 + O13

+ 1

4
O12 + 1

4
O11 − 1

4
O10 + 1

4
O1

)
, (B120)

Õ28 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−3O9 − 2O7

− 1

3
O6 − 1

2
O5 − 7

12
O4 − 5

4
O3 + 1

4
O2

+ 1

2
O13 − O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B121)

Õ29 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
2O7 − 1

2
O5 + 1

4
O4

+ 1

4
O3 + 1

4
O2 − 1

2
O10 + 3

4
O1

)
, (B122)

Õ30 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−9

4
O9 − 1

3
O6 − 3

2
O5

− 13

12
O4 − 3

4
O3 + 3

4
O2

+ 3

2
O13 − 3

4
O12 − 3

4
O11 − 1

4
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
,

(B123)
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Õ31 = 2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

8
O9 + O7 + 1

6
O6 + 2

3
O5

+ 1

6
O4 + 7

6
O3 − O2 − O13 − 1

8
O12

− 1

8
O11 + 5

8
O8 + 1

4
O1

)
, (B124)

Õ32 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

8
O9 − O7

+ 1

2
O6 + O5 + 3

4
O4 + 1

4
O3

− 1

4
O2 − 1

2
O13 + 3

8
O12

+ 3

8
O11 + 1

8
O10

)
, (B125)

Õ33 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
3

8
O9 − O7 − 1

2
O5

− 1

2
O4 − 1

2
O3 − 1

2
O2 − 3

8
O12

− 3

8
O11 − 1

8
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B126)

Õ34 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

8
O9 − O7 + 1

3
O6

+ 3

2
O5 + 7

12
O4 + 3

4
O3

− 1

4
O2 − 1

2
O13 + 3

8
O12

+ 3

8
O11 + 1

8
O10

)
, (B127)

Õ35 = −2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−5

8
O9 + O7

− 1

3
O6 − O5 − 1

12
O4 − 3

4
O3

+ 5

4
O2 + O13 + 1

8
O12

+ 1

8
O11 − 1

8
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B128)

Õ36 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−33

8
O9 − 3O7 − 1

2
O6

− 3

2
O5 − 5

4
O4 − 9

4
O3

+ 3

4
O2 + 3

2
O13 − 3

8
O12

− 3

8
O11 − 9

8
O10 − 3

2
O1

)
, (B129)

Õ37 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
9

8
O9 + 3O7 + 3

4
O4

+ 3

4
O3 + 3

4
O2 + 3

8
O12

+ 3

8
O11 − 3

8
O10 + 3

2
O1

)
, (B130)

Õ38 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−1

2
O9 + O7 − 1

12
O6

− 1

4
O5 + 1

24
O4 + 1

8
O3

+ 1

8
O2 − 1

4
O10 + 3

8
O1

)
, (B131)

Õ39 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−1

4
O9 + O8 + 3O7 − 1

12
O6

− 1

4
O5 + 1

24
O4 − 1

8
O3 − 1

8
O2 − 1

2
O13

− 1

2
O12 − 5

4
O11 + 1

4
O10 − 1

8
O1

)
, (B132)

Õ40 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−11

8
O9 − O7

− 1

3
O6 − O5 − 7

12
O4 − 5

4
O3

+ O2 + 5

4
O13 − 1

8
O12

− 1

8
O11 − 3
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)
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Õ41 = −O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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4
O4
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O3 + 9

4
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O13

+ 5
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)
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Õ42 = −O(0)
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m2
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O2 − 1
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O1

)
,
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Õ43 = O(0)
P + 1

m2
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O3

− 3
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O2 − O13 + 1
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O12
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O10 + 1
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)
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Õ44 = O(0)
P + 1

m2
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)
, (B137)
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Õ45 = O(0)
P + 1

m2
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)
, (B138)

Õ46 = −O(0)
P + 1
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O10 − 1

2
O1

)
, (B139)

Õ47 = O(0)
P + 1

m2
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O11 − 1
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O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B140)

Õ48 = O(0)
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)
, (B141)

Õ49 = O(0)
P + 1

m2
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1
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)
, (B142)

Õ50 = O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1
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)
, (B143)
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O10 − 3
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O1

)
, (B144)

Õ52 = 3O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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24
O4
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O3 + 1

8
O2 − 1

4
O10 + 3

8
O1

)
, (B145)

Õ53 = −3O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−3O9 − 3O8 − 9O7

− 5

12
O6 − 5

4
O5 − 19

24
O4
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8
O3 + 21

8
O2 + 15

4
O13

+ 3

2
O12 + 15

4
O11

− 5

4
O10 + 3

8
O1

)
, (B146)

Õ54 = −2O(0)
P + 1

m2
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O9 + O7
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O3 − 9
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O2 − 5
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O13

+ 1

8
O12 + 1

8
O11 + 11

8
O10 + 1

2
O1

)
, (B147)

Õ55 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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8
O9 − 3O7 + 1
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O6

+ 3

2
O5 − 1

4
O4 + 3

4
O3
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O13 − 3

8
O12
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O11 − 9
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O10 − 3
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)
, (B148)

Õ56 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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2
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8
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O11 + 9
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O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B149)

Õ57 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
27

8
O9 + 3O7 + 1

2
O6

+ 3
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O5 + 1

2
O4

+ 3O3 − 3O2 − 3O13 − 3

8
O12

− 3

8
O11 + 15

8
O10 + 3

4
O1

)
, (B150)

Õ58 = 2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−15
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O9 − O7

− 1
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O6 − 3
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O5 − 1
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O4 − 9

4
O3
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+ 9

4
O2 + 2O13 + 3

8
O12 + 3

8
O11 − 7

8
O10

)
,

(B151)

Õ59 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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8
O9

+ 2O8 + 7O7 − 1

3
O6 − 2O5

− 5

6
O4 − 1

2
O3 − O2 − O13
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8
O12 − 27

8
O11 + 7

8
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B152)

Õ60 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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O9 + 3O7 + 3

4
O4

+ 3

4
O3 + 3

4
O2 + 3

8
O12

+ 3

8
O11 − 3

8
O10 + 3

2
O1

)
, (B153)

Õ61 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−39

8
O9

− 2O8 − 7O7 − 7
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O6 − 5

2
O5

− 13

6
O4 − 5

2
O3 + 5
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O2 + 4O13

+ 3

8
O12 + 15
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O11

− 19

8
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B154)

Õ62 = 2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
1
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O9 + 2O8 + 5O7
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O3 − 1
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− O13 − 9
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O12 − 21
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+ 1

8
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B155)

Õ63 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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O9 + O7 − 1
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O6
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O5 − 7
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O4 − 3

4
O3

+ 1

4
O2 + 1
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O13 − 3

8
O12

− 3

8
O11 − 1

8
O10

)
, (B156)

Õ64 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−3

8
O9 + O7 + 1

2
O5

+ 1
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O4 + 1
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O3 + 1
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O2 + 3
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O12
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8
O11 + 1
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O10 + 3

4
O1

)
, (B157)

Õ65 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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4
O3 − 13
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4
O2 + 13
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O13
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8
O12 + 63

8
O11 − 19

8
O10 + 3

2
O1

)
, (B158)

Õ66 = −2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−1

2
O9 − 2O8 − 6O7

+ 1

6
O6 + 1

3
O5 − 1

12
O4

+ 1
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O3 + 1

4
O2 + O13

+ O12 + 5

2
O11 − 1

2
O10 + 1

4
O1

)
, (B159)

Õ67 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
3O9 + 2O7 + 1

6
O6 + O5

+ 5

12
O4 + 7

4
O3 − 1

4
O2

− 1

2
O13 + O10 + 3

4
O1

)
, (B160)

Õ68 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−2O7 + 1

2
O5

− 1

4
O4 − 1

4
O3 − 1

4
O2 + 1

2
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B161)

Õ69 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
6O9 + 6O8 + 18O7 + O6

+ 5
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O5 + 7

4
O4 + 13

4
O3

− 21

4
O2 − 15

2
O13 − 3O12 − 15

2
O11

+ 5

2
O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B162)

Õ70 = 2O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−15

8
O9 − O7 − 1

2
O6

− 3
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O5 − 1

4
O4 − 9

4
O3

+ 9
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O2 + 2O13 + 3
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O12

+ 3

8
O11 − 7

8
O10

)
,

(B163)

Õ71 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−45

8
O9 − 4O8

− 9O7 − O6 − 4O5 − 2O4 − 5

2
O3

+ 4O2 + 6O13 + 9

8
O12
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+ 33

8
O11 − 5

8
O8 + 3

4
O1

)
, (B164)

Õ72 = 6O(0)
P + 1

m2
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O12 + 3
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O10 + 3
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)
, (B165)

Õ73 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
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O9 + 4O8 + 9O7
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O6 − 1
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O5 − O4
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O3 − 5
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O2 − 3O13
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O11 − 7
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O10 − 9
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)
, (B166)

Õ74 = 2O(0)
P + 1
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O3 − 1
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− O13 − 9
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O12 − 21
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O11

+ 1
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O10 − 3

4
O1

)
, (B167)

Õ75 = −6O(0)
P + 1

m2

(
−33
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O9 − 6O8 − 15O7 − O6
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O4 − 11
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+ 21
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O13
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O10 + 3
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)
, (B168)

Õ76 = 6O(0)
P + 1
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O9 + O7 + 1

2
O5

+ 1

2
O4 + 1
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O12 + 3
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O10 + 3
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)
, (B169)

Õ77 = −6O(0)
P + 1
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4
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O13 + 3
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)
,
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)
, (B171)

Õ79 = 6O(0)
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Appendix C Details of the calculation of the boost correc-
tion from Poincaré Algebra

In this appendix, we present an outline of the calculation pro-
cess leading to the result of Eq. (27) for the 3N boost correc-
tion. Further details may be found in Ref. [37]. Starting from
Eq. (22), we calculate the matrix elements of δV (P) between
3N initial and final states � and � ′, i.e. 〈�|δV (P)|� ′〉.

First of all, we remind that the leading contact potential
V (0) is an identity of spin and isospin, thus its matrix elements
between 3N eigenstates | p1, σ1, τ1; p2, σ2, τ2; p3, σ3, τ3〉
(see Appendix D) are given by

〈 p1, σ1, τ1; p2, σ2, τ2; p3, σ3, τ3|V (0)

| p′
1, σ

′
1, τ

′
1; p′

2, σ
′
2, τ

′
2; p′

3, σ
′
3, τ

′
3〉

= E0δ(P − P ′)
3∏

ν=1

δσνσ ′
ν
δτντ ′

ν
+ exchange terms;

(C186)

We will use Jacobi coordinates defined in Eq. (21).
We may adopt the following notation conventions: oper-

ators of momentum and position are indicated by πa,b,
ρa,b, respectively, and their eigenvalues with qa,b, ξa,b,
respectively (i.e., πa,b|qa,b〉 = qa,b|qa,b〉 and ρa,b|ξa,b〉 =
ξa,b|ξa,b〉). We introduce the shorthands q ≡ (qa, qb) and
q′ ≡ (q ′

a, q
′
b), dq ≡ dqadqb and dq′ ≡ dq ′

adq
′
b, � ≡

�(P, q) and � ′ ≡ � ′(P ′, q′). The notation
[
(q′, q′′) →

(q′′, q)
]

indicates substitution of q′ with q′′ and q′′ with q
that precedes it inside the round brackets. We consider the
particles to be identical in the initial and final states � and
� ′, while we treat them as they were distinguishable in the
intermediate states (see Appendix D).

During calculations we can ignore permutation terms,
using orthogonality and closure relations given by Eqs.
(D210)–(D213).

Therefore, we may rewrite Eq. (C186) using Jacobi coor-
dinates as

〈P, qa, qb|V (0)|P ′, q′
a, q

′
b〉 = E0δ(P − P ′), (C187)

suppressing spin and isospin indices in 3N states labels and
neglecting the spin-isospin Kronecker deltas δσσ ′δττ ′ .

The factor E0 can be safely ignored during the calculation
process and later reintroduced, as it merely acts as a global
factor.

To proceed with the calculation of 〈� ′|δV (P)|�〉, we
write χ0 ≡ χ(1) + χ(2) + χ(3), with

χ0
(1) = − 1

4(3m)2

[
ρa · Pπa · P + ρb · Pπb · P

]
+ H.c.,

(C188)

χ0
(2) = 1

12m2

[
ρa · Pπa · πb − 1

2
ρb · Pπb

2 + 2

3
ρb · Pπa

2
]

+ H.c., (C189)

χ0
(3) = − 1

6m2

[
sa ∧ P · πa + sb ∧ P · πb

]
, (C190)

where sa ≡ s1 − s2 and sb ≡ s3 − s1+s2
2 .
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We find the following intermediate results,

〈� ′| − P2V (0)

2(3m)2 |�〉 = − E0

2(3m2)

∫
d Pdqdq′� ′∗� P2

(C191)

− i〈� ′|[χ0
(1), V (0)]|�〉 = − E0

4(3m)2

∫
d Pdqdq′� ′∗�4P2

(C192)

− i〈� ′|[χ0
(2), V (0)]|�〉 = 0 (C193)

− i〈� ′|[χ0
(3), V (0)]|�〉 = −i

E0

6m2

∫
d Pdqdq′� ′∗�

× [
P ∧ (qa − q ′

a) · sa
+ P ∧ (qb − q ′

b) · sb
]
, (C194)

leading to the final result in Jacobi coordinates,

〈� ′|δV (P)|�〉 = − E0

6m2

∫
d Pdqdq′� ′∗�

×
[
P2 + i P ∧ (qa − q ′

a) · sa + i P ∧ (qb − q ′
b) · sb

]
.

(C195)

In matrix elements such as those appearing in the above
Eqs. (C191), (C192), (C193), (C194), exchange terms will
always be present, analogously as in Eqs. (D207), (D208),
(D209), due to the symmetry of the operators under the
exchange of particles (see Appendix D). Such exchange
terms will be implicitly understood during calculations.

Equation (C191) follows straightly from (C187).
In this appendix, we undertake the calculations leading

to Eq. (C192); Eqs. (C193) and (C194) are obtained with a
similar procedure.

It follows from Eq. (C187) that, for any operator X ,

〈� ′|[X, V (0)]|�〉 =
∫

d Pd P ′dqdq′dq′′� ′∗�

×
[
〈P ′, q′|X|P, q′′〉 − 〈P ′, q′′|X|P, q〉

]

=
∫

d Pd P ′dqdq′dq′′� ′∗�

×
[
〈P ′, q′|X|P, q′′〉 − [

(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)
]]

.

(C196)

In Eq. (C196) we identify X = χ0
(1), with χ0

(1) = (
ρa ·

Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P) + (
ρb · Pπb · P + πb · Pρb · P)

.
Developing the calculation only for the component involving
Jacobi variables ρa , πa , we get

−i〈� ′|
[
− 1

4(3m)2

(
ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P)

, V (0)

]
|�〉

= i
1

4(3m)2

∫
d Pd P ′dqdq′dq′′� ′∗�

[
〈P ′, q′|

×[
ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P]|P, q′′〉

−[
(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)

]]
. (C197)

We insert the coordinates closure relation (D212),

〈P ′, q′|(ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P)|P, q′′〉
= 〈P ′, q′|ξa |P, q′′〉 · P(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

= 〈P ′, q′|1(R,ξ)ξa |P, q′′〉 · P(q′′
a + q′

a) · P
=

∫
dξaδ(P − P ′)(δqb′′ − qb

′′) − eiξa ·(q′′
a−q′

a)ξa

·P(q′′
a + q′

a) · P, (C198)

and we remind that since variables ξa and qa′ are canonically
conjugate, it holds

eiξa ·(q′′
a −q′

a)ξa = i
∂

∂qa

[
eiξa ·(q ′′

a−q ′
a)

]
,

eiξa ·(qa−q′′
a )ξa = −i

∂
∂qa

[
eiξa ·(q ′′

a−q ′
a)

]
;

(C199)

therefore, by substituting Eq. (C199) in Eq. (C198), and then
Eq. (C198) in Eq. (C197), and performing the integration of
Eq. (C197) with respect to P ′ and q

′′
b, we obtain

− i〈� ′|
[
− 1

4(3m)2

(
ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P)

, V (0)

]
|�〉

= − 1

4(3m)2

∫
d Pdqdq′dq′′

adξa�
′∗�

×
{ ∂

∂q′
a

[
eiξa ·(qa ′ ′−qa

′)
]

· P(q′′
a

+ q′
a) · P + [

(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)
]}

. (C200)

We now integrate the first term in Eq. (C200) by parts
with respect to q ′

a . The other term obtained by exchanging[
(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)

]
is treated in a similar way, integrating

it by parts with respect to qa , and contributes in the same
way. We obtain

∫
d Pdqdq′dq′′

adξa�
′∗�

∂
∂qa

′

[
eiξa ·(q′′

a −q′
a)

]
·P(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

=
∫

d Pdqdq′dq′′
adξa P · ∂

∂qa
′

[
� ′∗�eiξa ·(q′′

a −q′
a)(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

]

−
∫

d Pdqdq′dq′′
adξa P

· ∂
∂qa

′

[
� ′∗�(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

]
eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a )

≡ I1 + I2 =
∫

d Pdqdq′� ′∗� P2,

(C201)

where

I1 =
∫

dq′′
adξa P · ∂

∂qa
′
[
� ′∗�eiξa ·(q′′

a −q′
a)(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

]

= P · ∂
∂qa

′
[
� ′∗�2q′

a · P
]
; (C202)
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I2 = −
∫

dq′′
adξa P · ∂

∂qa
′
[
� ′∗�(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

]
eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a)

= −I1 + � ′∗� P2. (C203)

We take into account both terms in Eq. (C200) and find

−i〈� ′|
[
− 1

4(3m)2

(
ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P)

, V (0)

]
|�〉

= − 1

4(3m)2

∫
d Pdqdq′� ′∗�2P2. (C204)

The component in χ
(1)
0 involving Jacobi variables ρb, πb

makes an equal contribution. Thus, the final result is given
by Eq. (C192).

We observe that it would have been easier to write, instead
of (C199),

eiξa ·(q′′
a−q′

a)ξa = −i
∂

∂qa
′ ′

[
eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a)

]
, (C205)

eiξa ·(qa−q′′
a)ξa = +i

∂
∂qa

′ ′

[
eiξa ·(qa−q′′

a)

]
.

In this case, by substituting Eq. (C205) in Eq. (C198), then
Eq. (C198) in Eq. (C197), and performing the integration by
parts with respect to q′′

b , we obtain

− i〈� ′|
[
− 1

4(3m)2

(
ρa · Pπa · P + πa · Pρa · P)

, V (0)

]
|�〉

= − 1

4(3m)2

∫
d Pdqdq′dq′′

adξa�
′∗�

×
[ ∂

∂qa
′′

(
eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a)

) · P(q′′
a + q′

a) · P

+ [
(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)

]]

= − 1

4(3m)2

{∫
d Pdqdq′dq′′

adξa P

· ∂
∂qa

′′
[
� ′∗�eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a)(q′′

a + q′
a) · P

]

−
∫

d Pdqdq′dq′′
adξa P · ∂

∂qa
′
[
� ′∗�(q′′

a + q′
a)

· P
]
eiξa ·(q′′

a−q′
a) + [

(q′, q′′) → (q′′, q)
]}

(C206)

Since � is a square-integrable function, it is legitimate to
assume that the first term in the above equation and its coun-
terpart obtained by substituting (q′, q′′) → (q′′, q) vanish
at the boundary when the integration domain becomes arbi-
trarily large. By carrying out a partial derivation and by con-
sidering all terms in χ

(1)
0 we arrive again at the result (C192).

Appendix D Orthogonality and closure relations

We define physical states in terms of the variables pν , rν , σ ν ,
τ ν as follows. We indicate a generic permutation of indices
1, 2, 3 with αi = (α1

i , α
2
i , α

3
i ) and its sign with εαi :

| p1, σ1, τ1; p2, σ2, τ2; p3, σ3, τ3〉
=

∑

αi

εαi | pα1
i
, σα1

i
, τα1

i
; pα2

i
, σα2

i
, τα2

i
; pα3

i
, σα3

i
, τα3

i
〉,

|r1, σ1, τ1; r2, σ2, τ2; r3, σ3, τ3〉
=

∑

αi

εαi |rα1
i
, σα1

i
, τα1

i
; rα2

i
, σα2

i
, τα2

i
; rα3

i
, σα3

i
, τα3

i
〉.

(D207)

With the shorthand notation yν ∈ {rν, pν}, κν = (σν, τν),
with ν = 1, 2, 3, orthogonality relations can be written

〈 y1, κ1; y2, κ2; y3, κ3| y′
1, κ

′
1 ; y′

2, κ
′
2; y′

3, κ
′
3〉

=
3∏

ν=1

δ( yν − y′
ν)δκνν′ + exchange terms, (D208)

and closure relations can be written

1 = 1

6

[ ∑

κ1κ2κ3

∫
d y1d y2d y3| y1, κ1; y2, κ2; y3〉

× 〈 y1, κ1; y2, κ2; y3, κ3|
]
.

(D209)

In view of the above, Jacobi variables of momentum and
position satisfy the following orbital closure and orthogonal-
ity relations, where permutation terms are understood:

∫
d Pdqadqb|P, qa, qb〉〈P, qa, qb| = 1(P,qa ,qb);

(D210)

〈P, qa, qb|P ′, q ′
a, q

′
b〉 = δ(P − P ′)δ(qa−q ′

a)δ(qb−q ′
b);

(D211)
∫

dRdξadξb|R, ξa, ξb〉〈R, ξa, ξb| = 1(R,ξa ,ξb)
; (D212)

〈R, ξa, ξb〉|R′, ξ
′
a, ξ

′
b = δ(R − R′)δ(ξa−ξa

′)δ(ξb−ξ ′
b).

(D213)
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